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Postscript — The Braeburn Nursing Home Saga

Though it was not strictly a part of the Waban Square business blocks, the Braeburn Nursing
home story is tangentially related because the parcel on which it was built was for many years
included in the property on which all the Strong Block buildings were constructed.

Number 20 Kinmonth Road was the address of the former Doctor Strong office building
when it was moved from the corner of Beacon Street and Windsor Road and converted to a
private home. The 1959 City Directory shows 20 Kinmonth as vacant, and the 1961 Directory
indicates that the building had been removed.

On December 4, 1963, Pasquale Franchi incorporated the Braeburn Nursing Home, for the
purpose of building and operating a nursing home on the parcel including 20 Kinmonth Road. As
discussed above, Franchi had bought this parcel in 1959, as a subdivision of land once owned by
the heirs of William Strong. The nursing home, which took its name from the adjacent golf
course of the Brae Burn Country Club, was in operation by 1965.

In 1975, Pasquale Franchi sold the 20 Kinmonth parcel to the Kinmonth Realty Trust,
controlled by members of his family.

The Braeburn Nursing Home filed its final annual report for the year 1997. On May 29, 1998,
J. Dennis Morgan of Dover, Mass. incorporated Waban Health and Rehabilitation, for the
purpose of acquiring and developing real estate. There was no mention of operating a healthcare
facility. On June 29, 1998, the Kinmonth Realty Trust sold the 20 Kinmonth parcel to The
Waban Realty Trust, which J. Dennis Morgan had created in April 1998. The nursing home
remained in operation, but under the Waban Health name. The Waban Realty Trust sold the
property on March 7, 2014, to 20 Kinmonth Road, LLC, a Delaware corporation. At about the
same time, operation of Waban Health and Rehabilitation was taken over by Synergy Health
Centers, a national chain.

Waban Health and Rehabilitation filed its final annual report with the state for calendar year
2016. It closed in February 2019, with Synergy Health Centers in receivership and under state
and federal investigation for numerous violations.

On February 27, 2019, 20 Kinmonth Road, LLC sold the property to Kinmonth Road
Investment LLC, a newly created real estate development company, which was still the owner of
record in 2021.

The former Braeburn Nursing Home was demolished in 2020. At the end of 2021, a new
residential condominium building was under construction on the site.

Waban Business District History 26 Thomas J. Humphrey January 2022



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT WILLIAM C. STRONG

William Chamberlain Strong was born in Hardwick, Vermont in 1823. According to his
obituary, “he removed to Newton and established himself on a large farm when he was a young
man.” By 1861, Strong had taken over the Nonantum Hill Nursery, established by William
Kenrick sometime before 1835. The Nursery specialized in growing fruit trees and evergreens to
sell for landscaping.

Real estate atlases from the 1870s show that the nursery included connected tracts in Newton
and Brighton. The Newton tract included part of the land south of Kenrick Street that is now the
Newton Commonwealth Golf Course. The Brighton holdings were more extensive, including a
large tract southeast of Oak Square. William Strong was active in the Massachusetts
Horticultural Society, and served several terms as its president.

William Strong seems to have been planning to expand into real estate development by 1870.
According to an article on the website of the Brighton and Allston Historical Society, Strong was
one of the most vocal opponents of legislation permitting enlargement of the Beacon Park horse
race track in Allston, on the grounds that it would attract large numbers of gamblers, resulting in
reduced property values. The expansion was nevertheless approved, and the new facilities
opened in June 1870.

William Strong’s residence was on the Nursery land on Kenrick Street in Brighton, less than
two miles from Beacon Park. This may have been a factor in his deciding to move his home to a
thinly populated section of Newton that did not yet have a separate village identity. His initial
acquisition of land in what is now Waban was previously property of Morrill Wyman, fronting
on the north side of Beacon Street from west of Woodward Street to Chestnut Street, and on the
west side of Chestnut Street from Beacon Street to north of where Moffat Road now meets it.
The property extended north beyond what is now the outer end of Windsor Road.

In 1875, the Strong family moved into what was then the only house on this land. This was
known as the Deacon John Staples House, after the resident of the first house on that site, dating
from 1688. However, by 1875 not much remained of the original structure. This is now the
Suzuki School of Newton.

City atlases published in 1874 show two projected railroad lines that would have passed
through sections of what is now Waban. The March 20, 1874, Boston Transcript reported that
William Strong had been chosen as a director of “an association of gentlemen formed under the
General Railroad law of Massachusetts to secure the building of the Newton and Boston
Railroad.” Details of the proposed route were not reported, and like many projected railroads of
that era, this one did not progress far beyond the organizational meeting.

The March 28, 1876, Boston Post reported that William Strong had issued a printed
prospectus for a three-foot gauge railroad to be built from Newton Upper Falls to Charles Street
in Cambridge. This route was to begin at the Charles River about half way between Upper and
Lower Falls, and pass through the area that became Waban as far as Chestnut Street at Fuller
Street. The April 12, 1876, Boston Post reported that Strong had stated that this railroad was
needed because the Boston & Albany Railroad was unwilling to serve the south side of Newton.
Again, this was about all that was heard of this railroad proposal.

Finally in 1882, a new Board of Directors of the Boston & Albany Railroad concluded that
serving the south side of Newton would be a good business opportunity after all. In February
1883, the B&A completed purchase of the Woonsocket Division of the New York & New
England Railroad from Brookline Village to Newton Highlands, with plans to build a connecting



link to the B&A Main Line at Riverside. This line was completed in May 1886. William Strong
was credited with selecting the name of Waban for the station at Beacon Street, where there was
not yet a village. Strong was said to have been interested in the history of a group of Native
Americans, with a leader called Waban, who had once frequented the area of the Nonantum Hill
Nursery. Prospect Hill, just south of Strong’s nursery property in Newton, had been renamed
Waban Hill in 1875.

By 1890, William Strong had sold all the former Nonantum Hill Nursery land. A final
reminder of it is Strong’s Pond in the Newton Commonwealth golf course.

An 1886 Newton Atlas shows that when the railroad opened, Strong’s land in Waban was
still undeveloped. An 1895 Atlas shows Windsor Road built almost to the top of Moffat Hill,
with the land on both sides subdivided for house lots and several houses already completed.

Construction of the railroad had divided the site of the Newton Alms House, or poor farm,
into a 23-acre parcel north of the tracks, adjoining Strong’s Moffat Hill land, and a 13-acre
parcel fronting on Beacon Street east of the present Dorset Road. In April 1896, the City of
Newton agreed to sell the entire site to William Strong for $14,500.

As related previously, in 1896 William Strong arranged for construction of the first
commercial building on Beacon Street in Waban Square. The architect hired for this project was
Lewis H. Bacon, who had designed the Waban railroad station as an employee of the firm of
H. H. Richardson. Bacon was also a Waban resident by 1891. The Strong Building was in the
style later known as Dutch Colonial revival, but it pre-dated most of the better-known buildings
of that style. Bacon may have been inspired in part by the “Dutch House” built as exhibit space
for the Van Houten Cocoa Company at the World’s Columbian Exposition in Chicago in 1893.
After the fair ended, the Dutch House was dismantled, moved to Brookline, and reassembled,
where it remains today at 20 Netherlands Road. It is next to and easily visible from the same
railroad line that Bacon would have traveled on between Waban and Boston.

William Strong had at least one more venture into transportation. Only three years after the
opening of the railroad line through Waban, the West End Street Railway Company began
converting its network of horse railroads to electric trolley lines. This set off a frenzy of building
trolley lines in Boston suburbs including Newton. The first trolley line proposal for Waban, in
1899, would have passed through from Washington Street in Lower Falls via Beacon and
Woodward Streets to Newton Highlands connecting with existing trolley lines at both ends. This
line did not get built, but in 1901 two rival proposals were made for trolley lines serving Waban.
Some residents of the village were opposed to any trolley line, while the others could not agree
on the route it should take and which company should be allowed to build it.

In March 1902, William Strong testified in favor of the proposal from the Newton Street
Railway Company interests for a route that would have followed Beacon Street from
Washington Street to Chestnut Street, and then would have run either on Chestnut Street or over
parallel land to a connection with the trolley line on Commonwealth Avenue. Ultimately neither
plan got the necessary approvals from both the Newton Board of Aldermen and the
Massachusetts Board of Railroad Commissioners. Waban did not get a trolley line until the
railroad was repurposed as such in 1959.

A 1907 Newton Atlas shows a network of proposed roads and house lots on the former Alms
House land north of the railroad that William Strong had bought from the city in 1896 and still
owned. However, most of this land eventually became part of the Brae Burn Country Club golf
course instead of being developed for houses.



The 1907 Atlas also shows Strong’s land between the railroad and Beacon Street from the
Roger Walcott grammar school to west of the proposed Dorset Road divided into house lots. A
new road parallel with the railroad was to serve two rows of lots not fronting on Beacon Street.
Notably, the layout of this section of Beacon Street was widened to provide space between the
sidewalk and the roadway for the never-built trolley line Strong had advocated for. Except for
the lots directly fronting on Beacon Street or Dorset Road, most of this proposed subdivision
eventually became the Waban Playground and tennis courts.

William Strong died unexpectedly at age 90 on May 14, 1913. His heirs gradually sold his
real estate holdings in Waban. By 1929, they retained little beyond the land on which the Strong
Block buildings are located today, and the parcel that was later the site of the Braeburn Nursing
Home.

The original building in the Strong Block was accepted for inclusion on the National Register
of Historic Places in 1987, on nomination of the Newton Historical Commission. It is not clear if
this designation was intended to include additions built after 1897.
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Historical Significance (continued)

Although development came to a standstill during the war a new Post Office was built at 83 ¥yman
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In 19538, the Boston and Albany discontinued rail service on the south side of Newton. Although the

right of way was taken over by the MT4A, Waban's H. H. Richardson railroad station was demolished at
than time, leaving a parking lot in its place.
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