Newton Biosafety Committee (NBC) Meeting
4/12/2023

Present (held on Zoom)

Newton Health & Human Services (HHS) staff: Paul Dinwoodie, Lisa Cielesz

NBC Committee Members: William Dietrich, Gary du Moulin, Harry Meade, Karl Munger, Jay Schwartz,
Jin Zhang

Guests: Berenice Charrez, Ramya Raghunathan, Tony Sandrasagra

Meeting began at 3:30PM

Introductions
Applicant Presentations

1. Elevian Inc.
Information presented by Tony Sandrasagra.

Committee members asked follow-up questions and clarifications regarding the
following:
1. Decontamination procedures, contaminated biohazard material
disposal, chemical waste streams, waste safety room, and loading dock
2. Clarified if use of selective agents for mammalian cell cultures
Staff trainings by Safety Partners
Laboratory area layouts with controlled access cell culture area and
transport of samples between labs
Transition from current facility to new location
Cell storage requirements in liquid nitrogen
Negative pressure rooms and respiratory masks
Safety posting on laboratory doors: emergency numbers and hazard
placards.
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NBC members voted unanimously 7-0 to recommend approval of this rDNA permit to
the HHS commissioner. Recommend to highlight to community rDNA representative
about corridor between two lab spaces.

Updates
1. 1 seat open on NBC committee

Meeting adjourned at 4:19PM
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