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CITY OF NEWTON 
IN CITY COUNCIL 

______ __, 2023 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

OF THE CITY OF NEWTON AS FOLLOWS: 

That the Revised Ordinances of Newton Massachusetts, 2017, as amended, be and 
hereby are further amended as follows: 

Amend section 12-72 to ARTICLE IX. of Chapter 12 by replacing it in its entirety with the 
following 

Section 12-72 Sustainable Food Service Ware, Packaging, and Single Use Items 

(a) Short Title. This section may be cited as the “Sustainable Food Service Ware,
Packaging, and Single Use Ordinance” of the City of Newton.

(b) Purpose: The purpose of this ordinance is to reduce the overall environmental impact of
the City of Newton, its residents, and its businesses.  Single use plastic has a significant
impact on the environment through its carbon footprint, waste management, pollution,
and more.  The provisions of this ordinance will reduce the amount of single use plastic
used throughout the City.

(c) Declaration of findings and policy- Scope

The city council hereby finds that the prohibition of certain single use plastic items,
including but not limited to: i) foam polystyrene and black plastic food and packaging containers; 
ii) plastic stirrers; iii) single use plastic utensils; iv) single use plastic water bottles, and more, by
food service and retail establishments, and the sale or use of these products by any business in
the City of Newton is a public purpose that protects the public health, welfare and environment,
advances solid waste reduction, protects waterways, and reduces the carbon footprint of the
City’s business and residents.

(d) Definitions
The following words, unless the context clearly requires otherwise, shall have the

following meanings: 
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“Black plastic” means black plastic containers typically used by food service 
establishments for takeout food orders and for consumers to take home leftover food from 
dining in. 

 
“Commissioner” means the commissioner of health and human services of the City of 

Newton. 
 

“Compostable” means a product comprised of i) wood or fiber-based substrate only; or ii) 
bioplastic or other organic materials that break down in a compost pile within a set amount of 
time into safe material, and that is certified as such by the Biodegradable Products Institute 
(BPI), Compost Manufacturing Alliance (CMA), or OK Compost/TUV.  Any bioplastic product 
must be clearly labeled with the applicable standard on the product.  Products marked 
“compostable” or “biodegradable” that are not certified and marked as such may contain unsafe 
and toxic materials such as PFAS. 
 

“Department” means the Department of Health and Human Services of the City of 
Newton. 
 

“Disposable Food Service Ware” means all food and beverage containers, bowls, plates, 
trays, cartons, cups, lids, straws, forks, spoons, knives, chopsticks, stirrers, film wrap, and other 
items designed for one-time or non-durable uses on or in which any food vendor directly places 
or packages prepared foods or which are used to consume foods.  This includes, but is not 
limited to, food service ware for takeout foods and leftover food from partially consumed meals 
prepared at food establishments by dine-in customers. 
 

“Foam polystyrene” means a non-biodegradable petrochemical thermoplastic made 
from aerated forms of polystyrene and includes several methods of manufacture. 
Expanded polystyrene (EPS) or extruded polystyrene (XPS) are forms of polystyrene. 
“Styrofoam” is a Dow Chemical Co. trademarked form of extruded polystyrene and is 
commonly used to refer to foam polystyrene. These are generally used to make 
insulated cups, bowls, trays, clamshell containers, meat trays, foam packing materials 
and egg cartons. The products are sometimes identified by a #6 resin code on the 
Bottom. 
 

“Food Establishment” means a business establishment that stores, prepares, packages, 
serves, vends, or otherwise provides food for human consumption, including 
but not limited to any establishment requiring a permit to operate in accordance with the 
state food code. 
 

“Packing material” means polystyrene foam used to hold, cushion, or protect item  
packed in a container for shipping, transport, or storage. This includes, without limitation, 
packing “peanuts”, and shipping boxes, coolers, ice chests, or similar containers made, in whole 
or in part, from polystyrene foam that is not wholly encapsulated or encased within a more 
durable material. 
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“Prepared food” means any food or beverage, whether packaged or prepared for 

consumption on or off the food provider’s premises, using any cooking or food preparation 
technique or provided for further food preparation. 

 
“Recycle” refers to material that can be sorted, cleansed, and reconstituted using 

Newton’s curbside municipal collection programs for the purpose of using the altered form in the 
manufacture of a new product.  Such materials must be accepted and recycled by the Materials 
Recovery Facility that receives Newton’s residential curbside recycling. “Recycling” does not 
include burning, incinerating, converting, or otherwise thermally destroying solid waste. 

 
“Retail establishment” means a business establishment engaged in the retail sale of 

goods directly to consumers. 
 
“Reusable” refers to products that will be used multiple times in their same form by a 

food establishment.  Reusable food service ware includes tableware, flatware, food or beverage 
containers, packages and trays.  Such products are intended to be washed multiple times in a 
commercial dishwasher and to retain their form and function over multiple usage and washing 
cycles. 
 

“Single use plastic water bottle” means any single serving container, whether sold 
individually or in bulk, containing non-carbonated, unflavored drinking water with a volume of 
one liter or less, that is made in whole or in part of plastic material, excluding the cap. This 
includes boxed water which is lined with plastic and is not accepted by curbside recycling in the 
City of Newton. 

 
 
(e) Prohibited use and distribution of certain containers, food service ware, packaging, and 

single use items. 
 

1. Food establishments are prohibited from dispensing prepared food or beverages 
to any person in disposable food service ware that is not reusable, compostable, 
or recyclable.  This includes a prohibition on foam polystyrene and black plastic 
takeout containers. 

2. Food establishments are prohibited from dispensing plastic stirrers. 
3. Food establishments may not automatically place disposable food service ware 

such as utensils (forks, knives, spoons, chopsticks) or straws in takeout orders, 
whether orders are placed online, via phone, or in person.  Such utensils and 
straws may be provided only upon the request of the consumer either directly or 
in response to an inquiry by the food establishment. Food establishments that 
separate organics (including compostable food service ware) and have 
contracted for its pickup may have dispensers for customer selection of 
compostable utensils and straws.  In all cases, such utensils or straws must be 
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compostable or reusable, and may not be prepackaged in sets (not including 
chopsticks). 

4. Food establishments may not automatically place single use condiment 
packages in takeout orders, whether orders are placed online, via phone, or in 
person.  Condiment packages may be provided only upon the request of the 
consumer either directly or in response to an inquiry by the food establishment.  
Notwithstanding the foregoing, food establishments may offer consumers 
condiments packaged on-site, such as sauces, in containers that are reusable, 
compostable, or recyclable. 

5. The sale and distribution of single use plastic water bottles is prohibited in the 
City of Newton. 

6. The sale or distribution of the following single use plastic items, including items 
that contain single use plastic, is prohibited in Newton: plastic balloon sticks, 
plastic floss sticks, plastic ear swabs, and cosmetics containing plastic glitter. 

7. The sale, distribution, and intentional release of helium filled balloons is 
prohibited in the City of Newton. 

8. Retail establishments are prohibited from selling or distributing disposable food 
service ware that is not reusable, compostable, or recyclable to consumers, 
including those made from foam polystyrene or black plastic. 

9. Retail establishments are prohibited from selling or distributing packing materials 
that are not reusable, compostable, or recyclable to consumers, including those 
made from polystyrene foam. 

10. Food establishments shall allow customers to bring their own clean takeout 
containers to fill themselves in order to take home leftover food from dine-in. 

11. No later than January 1, 2024, food establishments shall utilize only reusable 
dishware and utensils for dine-in customers.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, 
small establishments without the means to wash reusable dishware may request 
a waiver from the commissioner of health. 

12. No later than January 1, 2024, food establishments must offer an option for 
customers to have takeout food in reusable containers.  Notwithstanding the 
foregoing, if there is no viable option for the sourcing and provision of reusable 
containers, the commissioner of health may extend this requirement annually by 
one year until such viable options are available. 

 
(f) Effective date. This section shall take effect on July 1, 2023, unless a later date is 

specified above. 
 

(g) Enforcement 
 

1. Fine. Any food or retail establishments which violates any provision of this 
section or any regulation established by the Commissioner shall be liable for a 
fine as follows: First offense, warning; second offense, $100.00; third offense, 
$200.00; fourth and subsequent offenses, $300.00. Each day a violation 
continues shall constitute a separate offense. 
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2. Whoever violates any provision of this section or any regulation established by 

the commissioner may be penalized by a noncriminal disposition as provided in 
G.L. c. 40, Sec 21D. 

 
3. Any retail or food establishment may contest whether specific items are allowable 

under this Section by providing written documentation that the item is recyclable 
from both their city-permitted waste/recycling hauler and associated materials 
recovery facility (MRF), or compostable from their commercial organics hauler 
and associated compost endsite. 

 
4. Items (e) 1-4, 8-12 in this section shall be enforced by the commissioner of 

health and human services, or their designee. 
 

5. Items (e) 5-7 in this section shall be enforced by health and human services 
unless determined to be the responsibility of another City department. 

 
6. Specific items in this section may be put on temporary hold by the Mayor of the 

City or commissioner of health as needed during times of emergency such as 
pandemics. 

 
(g) Severability. 
 

Each separate provision of this section shall be deemed independent of all other 
provisions herein, and if any provision of this section be declared to be invalid by a 
court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining provisions of this section shall remain 
valid and enforceable. 

 
AND 

 
In Sec.17-23. Enforcing persons and revised ordinances subject to civil fine. 

Amend paragraph (b), HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT, by adding 
after CITY ORDINANCES, Any offense, the following: 
 

PENALTY 
 
Section 12-72, Single Use Plastic Prohibition Ordinance 
( ) First offense      Warning 
( ) Second offense      $100.00 
( ) Third offense      $200.00 
( ) Fourth or subsequent offenses    $300.00 

 
Approved as to legal form and character 
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Plastic Reduction Ordinance comparison to Existing Ordinance 

NEWTON MA, FEB 2023 

 

NEW PROPOSED ORDINANCE EXISTING ORDINANCE 
[EXPANDED] Food establishments are prohibited from dispensing 
prepared food or beverages to any person in disposable food service 
ware that is not reusable, compostable, or recyclable.  This includes a 
prohibition on foam polystyrene and black plastic takeout containers. 

Food establishments are prohibited from dispensing prepared 
food or beverages to any person in disposable food containers 
made from foam polystyrene. 

[UNHCHANGED] Food establishments are prohibited from dispensing 
plastic stirrers. 

Food establishments are prohibited from dispensing plastic 
stirrers. 

[NEW] Food establishments may not automatically place disposable food 
service ware such as utensils (forks, knives, spoons, chopsticks) or straws 
in takeout orders, whether orders are placed online, via phone, or in 
person.  Such utensils and straws may be provided only upon the 
request of the consumer either directly or in response to an inquiry by 
the food establishment. Food establishments that separate organics 
(including compostable food service ware) and have contracted for its 
pickup may have dispensers for customer selection of compostable 
utensils and straws.  In all cases, such utensils or straws must be 
compostable or reusable, and may not be prepackaged in sets (not 
including chopsticks). 

N/A 

[NEW] Food establishments may not automatically place single use 
condiment packages in takeout orders, whether orders are placed 
online, via phone, or in person.  Condiment packages may be provided 
only upon the request of the consumer either directly or in response to 
an inquiry by the food establishment.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, 
food establishments may offer consumers condiments packaged on-site, 
such as sauces, in containers that are reusable, compostable, or 
recyclable. 

N/A 

[NEW] The sale and distribution of single use plastic water bottles is 
prohibited in the City of Newton. 

N/A 
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[NEW] The sale or distribution of the following single use plastic items, 
including items that contain single use plastic, is prohibited in Newton: 
plastic balloon sticks, plastic floss sticks, plastic ear swabs, and cosmetics 
containing plastic glitter. 

N/A 

[NEW] The intentional release of helium filled balloons is prohibited in 
the City of Newton. 

N/A 

[EXPANDED] Retail establishments are prohibited from selling or 
distributing disposable food service ware that is not reusable, 
compostable, or recyclable to consumers, including those made from 
foam polystyrene or black plastic. 

Retail establishments are prohibited from selling or distributing 
disposable food containers made from foam polystyrene to 
customers. 

[EXPANDED] Retail establishments are prohibited from selling or 
distributing packing materials that are not reusable, compostable, or 
recyclable to consumers, including those made from polystyrene foam. 

Retail establishments are prohibited from selling or distributing 
polystyrene foam packing material to customers. 

[NEW] Food establishments shall allow customers to bring their own 
clean takeout containers to fill themselves in order to take home 
leftover food from dine-in. 

N/A 

[EXPANDED] 
No later than January 1, 2024, food establishments shall utilize only 
reusable dishware and utensils for dine-in customers.  Notwithstanding 
the foregoing, small establishments without the means to wash reusable 
dishware may request a waiver from the commissioner of health. 
No later than January 1, 2024, food establishments must offer an option 
for customers to have takeout food in reusable containers.  
Notwithstanding the foregoing, if there is no viable option for the 
sourcing and provision of reusable containers, the commissioner of 
health may extend this requirement annually by one year until such 
viable options are available. 

All food establishments are strongly encouraged to use reusable food 
service ware in place of using disposable food service ware for all 
food served on the premises. Food establishments using any 
disposable food service ware and stirrers are strongly encouraged to 
use biodegradable, compostable, reusable or recyclable food service 
ware and stirrers. 
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Black Plastic Takeout & Alternative Price Comparison

Product Sustainability Price Price Per Unit Source

BLACK PLASTIC
28 OZ. RECTANGULAR 
BLACK CONTAINERS 
AND LIDS Case of 150 Not Permitted $42.23/case (150) $0.28 per unit

https://cibowares.com/
collections/microwavable-
containers/products/28oz-
rectangular-black-with-clear-
top-to-go-container-and-lid-
combo-case-of-150?
variant=146506907662

Asporto 28 oz Rectangle 
Black Plastic To Go Box - 
with Clear Lid, 
Microwavable - 8 3/4" x 
6" x 1 1/2" - 100 count 
box

Not Permitted $54.78/case (100) $0.55 per unit

https://
www.restaurantware.com/
disposables/take-out/take-
out-boxes/asporto-28-oz-
rectangle-black-plastic-to-
go-box-with-clear-lid-
microwavable-8-3-4-x-6-
x-1-1-2-100-count-box/

Choice 28 oz. Black 8 
3/4" x 6 1/4" x 1 3/4" 
Rectangular 
Microwavable Heavy 
Weight Container with Lid 
- 150/Case

Not Permitted $33.49/case (150) $0.22 per unit

https://
www.webstaurantstore.com/
choice-28-oz-black-8-3-4-
x-6-1-4-x-1-3-4-rectangular-
microwavable-heavyweight-
container-with-lid-case/
129MCS28B.html

28 oz Black Plastic 
container average price $0.35 per unit

ALTERNATIVE 
PRODUCTS

Choice 28 oz. White 8 
3/4" x 6 1/4" x 1 3/4" 
Rectangular 
Microwavable Heavy 
Weight Container with Lid 
- 150/Case

Acceptable
$33.49/case (150)    

Black is same 
price

$0.22 per unit

https://
www.webstaurantstore.com/
choice-28-oz-white-8-3-4-
x-6-1-4-x-1-3-4-rectangular-
microwavable-heavyweight-
container-with-lid-case/
129MCS28W.html

Asporto 28 oz Rectangle 
White Plastic To Go Box - 
with Clear Lid, 
Microwavable - 8 3/4" x 
6" x 1 1/2" - 100 count 
box

Acceptable
$54.78/case (150)    

Black is same 
price

$0.55 per unit

https://
www.restaurantware.com/
disposables/take-out/take-
out-boxes/asporto-28-oz-
rectangle-white-plastic-to-
go-box-with-clear-lid-
microwavable-8-3-4-x-6-
x-1-1-2-100-count-box/

Choice 2 lb. Oblong Foil 
Take-Out Container with 
Dome Lid - 250/Case Acceptable $41.49/case $0.17 per unit

https://
www.webstaurantstore.com/
choice-2-lb-oblong-deep-
foil-take-out-container-with-
dome-lid-case/
612POB2LBCO.html

World Centric Fiber To-Go 
Box | 32 oz | + Fiber Lid | 
NOT PLA lined , PFAS-
Free, BPI certified 400/
case

Better
$106.34/case 
(400 bowls) + 

$87.24/case (400 
lids)

$0.48 per unit

https://
www.goodstartpackaging.co
m/fiber-to-go-box-32-oz-CT-
SC-U2/

World Centric Fiber To-Go 
Box | 32 oz | + Fiber Lid | 
PLA lined, PFAS-Free, 
BPI certified 400/case Better

$148.49/case 
(400 bowls) + 

$82.99/case (400 
lids)

$0.58 per unit

https://
www.webstaurantstore.com/
world-centric-32-oz-pla-
lined-compostable-fiber-
box-case/
521CTSCU2LLF.html

Reusable Container 
(Preserve recycled plastic 
container)

Best
recirclable.com

1
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Miscellaneous Take Out/Alternative Price Comparison

Product Sustainability                                         Price   
(11/08/2022) Price Per Unit Source

FILM LINED PAPER

Choice 4 5/8" x 3 1/2" x 2 
1/2" White Microwavable 
Folded Paper #1 Take-Out 
Container - 450/Case 
(non-compostable plastic 
lining)

Not Permitted $54.99/case (450) $0.12 per unit

https://
www.webstaurantstore.com/
choice-4-5-8-x-3-1-2-
x-2-1-2-white-microwavable-
folded-paper-1-take-out-
container-case/
795PTOWHT1.html

EcoChoice 4 5/8" x 3 1/2" 
x 2 1/2" Kraft PLA Lined 
Compostable #1 Take-Out 
Container - PFAS-Free, 
BPI certified 450/Case 
(compostable PLA lining)

Better $72.99/case (450) $0.16 per unit

https://
www.webstaurantstore.com/
ecochoice-4-5-8-x-3-1-2-
x-2-1-2-kraft-pla-lined-
compostable-1-take-out-
container-case/
795PLAKFT1.html

Choice Double Poly-
Coated White Paper Food 
Cup with Vented Paper 
Lid - 16 oz. - 250/Case 
(non-compostable plastic 
lining)

Not Permitted $46.49/case (250) $0.19 per unit

https://
www.webstaurantstore.com/
choice-16-oz-double-poly-
coated-white-paper-soup-
hot-food-cup-with-vented-
paper-lid-case/
760SOUP16WPA.html

EcoChoice 16 oz. Kraft 
Paper Food Cup with 
Vented Lid - PFAS-Free, 
BPI certified 250/Case 
(compostable PLA lining)

Better $55.99/case (250) $0.22 per unit

https://
www.webstaurantstore.com/
ecochoice-16-oz-kraft-paper-
soup-hot-food-cup-with-
vented-lid-case/
760SOUP16KFT.html

Fold-Pak 16MWWHITEM 
16 oz. White 
Microwavable Paper Take-
Out Container - 450/Case 
(non-compostable plastic 
lining)

Not Permitted $64.49/case (450) $0.14 per unit

https://
www.webstaurantstore.com/
fold-pak-16mwwhitem-16-oz-
white-microwavable-paper-
take-out-container-case/
79516MWWHITE.html

Fold-Pak Earth 
16MWEARTHM 16 oz. 
Microwaveable Paper 
Take-Out Container - 450/
Case (non-compostable 
plastic lining)

Not Permitted $64.49/case (450) $0.14 per unit

https://
www.webstaurantstore.com/
fold-pak-
earth-16mwearthm-16-oz-
microwaveable-paper-take-
out-container-case/
79516MWEARTH.html

World Centric 16 oz. 
NoTree Asian Take-Out 
Containers - PFAS-Free, 
BPI certified 500/Case 
(compostable PLA lining)

Better $92.99/case (500) $0.19 per unit

https://
www.webstaurantstore.com/
world-centric-16-oz-notree-
asian-take-out-containers-
case/521TONT16T.html

2
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Miscellaneous Take Out/Alternative Price Comparison (cont’d)

Product Sustainability                                                                     Price   
(11/08/2022) Price Per Unit Source

PLASTIC

ChoiceHD 
Microwavable 
Translucent Plastic Deli 
Container and Lid 
Combo Pack - 16 oz. - 
240/Case 
(polypropylene)

Acceptable $33.99/case (240) $0.14 per unit

https://
www.webstaurantstore.com/
choicehd-16-oz-
microwavable-translucent-
plastic-deli-container-and-
lid-combo-pack-case/
128HD16COMBO.html

Pactiv/Newspring 16 
oz. Translucent Round 
Deli Container Combo 
Pack - 240/Case 
(polypropylene)

Acceptable $67.99/case (240) $0.28 per unit

https://
www.webstaurantstore.com/
pactiv-newspring-16-oz-
translucent-round-deli-
container-combo-pack-240-
case/
128YL2516COMBO240.html

Durable Packaging 
PXT-600 6" x 6" x 3" 
Clear Hinged Lid Plastic 
Container - 500/case 
(polystyrene)

Acceptable $96.49/case (500) $0.19 per unit

https://
www.webstaurantstore.com/
durable-packaging-
pxt-600-6-x-6-x-3-clear-
hinged-lid-plastic-container-
pack/999PXT600.html

3
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Help is available
• Beyond Plastics is an organization that provides 

assistance and a free guide

• https://www.dinegreen.com/green-my-restaurant -
green certification attracts environmentally conscious 
customers

• Plastic Free Restaurants provides funding to purchase 
reusable dishware -
https://www.plasticfreerestaurants.org/subsidy

• Rethink Disposables: 
http://www.rethinkdisposable.org/

• Reusable containter
• Recirclable: https://www.recirclable.com/
• Usefull: https://www.usefull.us/

Discussion and Questions

Q & A
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50 Federal Street, 3rd floor 
Boston MA 02110 

www.sierraclubmass.org

March 17, 2023 

Dear Newton City Council: 

The Massachusetts Chapter of the Sierra Club has been actively supporting efforts to reduce waste 
and curb the use of single-use plastic at the state and local levels. In the last eight years, more than 
150 communities across the state from Williamstown to the Cape have passed local plastic pollution 
laws. This represents over 4 million residents or two-thirds of the state’s population. 

State communities continue to consider and pass additional laws restricting single-use plastics. 
Newton’s “Sustainable Food Service Ware, Packaging, and Single Use Ordinance” incorporates 
many successful laws from other communities, as well as proposed state legislation. 

There is no excuse for single-use plastic made of petrochemicals derived from non-renewable, 
fracked natural gas and oil. Most of these products such as balloons, glitter, stirrers, and black 
plastic cannot be recycled at all. Recycling, even when possible, cannot solve the plastic waste 
problem, because it is inconvenient, inefficient and has resulted in return rates of less than 10%. 
Furthermore, plastics are usually turned into non-recyclable products such as fleece or plastic 
lumber, which rely on the production of yet more plastic. 

Eliminating additional plastic foodware and other items in the Newton ordinance from the waste 
stream will be a significant positive environmental action. Removing such non-biodegradable 
materials will also beautify the city by reducing the unsightly and permanent litter that plastic has 
caused. Items such as plastic foodware, straws, plastic floss sticks, and water bottles frequently end 
up as litter throughout the city. These items can be carried by wind and water into the Charles River 
and ultimately the Atlantic Ocean, harming wildlife all along the way. Microbeads and microplastic 
litter can be ingested by aquatic animals and enter the human food chain. Metallized helium-filled 
balloons are unique in that they can interfere with power lines. Finally, this ordinance offers greater 
sustainability with requirements for pre-packaged condiments only upon request, and reusable 
foodware in a later phase. 

The Massachusetts Sierra Club strongly endorses this comprehensive waste reduction 
ordinance. This ordinance will also enhance the image of the City of Newton, which has already 
demonstrated leadership on single-use plastics with its bans on single-use plastic bag, polystyrene 
foam, and nip bottles. We urge the Council to vote yes on this proposed ordinance. 

Respectfully, 

Deb Pasternak 
Mass. Sierra Club, Chapter Director 
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Members: Steven Ferrey, Alan Gordon, Sunwoo Kahng (Chair), Meryl Kessler (Vice 
Chair), John Lewis, Robin Maltz, Marian Rambelle, Karen Slote, Miles Smith, Carl 

Valente (Secretary)

Ex-Officio Member: Jim McGonagle, DPW Commissioner 


Advisory: Waneta Trabert, DPW Sustainable Materials Management Division Director


March 16, 2023


Newton City Council 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton Centre, MA 02459-1449 

RE: Support for Passage of the Expanded Sustainable Packaging Ordinance & Private Hauler Ordinance


Dear Councilors,


First, the Newton Sustainable Materials Management Commission (SMMC) would like to thank the 
Newton City Council for committing to a zero waste future for Newton. With ordinances already in place, 
plastic bags, foam polystyrene products, and nip bottles have been greatly reduced in our waste stream 
and in our streets.  Building upon the clear success of these waste reduction ordinances, the Commission 
urges you to pass the proposed expanded sustainable packaging ordinance and the proposed private hauler 
ordinance.  These two ordinances will bring the City closer to achieving the waste reduction set by the 
City Council’s May 2022 resolution establishing zero waste goals for the Newton.  


Expanded Sustainable Packaging Ordinance


The expanded sustainable packaging ordinance will eliminate from our waste stream many single use 
plastic items that cannot be reused, composted or recycled, much of which has proliferated with the 
increased popularity of restaurant take out. Take out will remain an important revenue stream for local 
restaurants, but it is possible to do it in a more environmentally responsible way.  Last year, at a meeting 
of concerned residents convened by Councilor Vicki Danberg, Ayr Muir, CEO of Clover Labs, spoke 
about his efforts to keep his business as environmentally sustainable as possible. He said the best thing the 
City could do to help his efforts was to “level the playing field” by requiring that all businesses do their 
share for the environment. The expanded sustainable packaging ordinance would equalize the practice for 
all and support businesses like Clover Labs, Judith’s Kitchen, Grape Leaf Mediterranean Grill, Johnny’s 
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Luncheonette and others who are leading the movement to run their businesses while staying 
environmentally responsible. 


Recycling Mandate and Private Hauler Ordinance


The private hauler ordinance will finally bring Newton businesses in compliance with the 1990 MassDEP 
ban on disposal of recyclable materials in the trash (https://www.mass.gov/guides/massdep-waste-
disposal-bans#-waste-ban-regulations-&-policies-) and bring city policy in line with state law.  Requiring 
that waste hauling contractors bundle recycling service automatically with waste hauling for their clients 
is the simplest way to achieve this.  According to an informal survey conducted by Councilor Alison 
Leary and volunteers in 2019, about 30-40% of Newton businesses maintain recycling dumpsters by their 
storefronts.  It’s time to bring the remaining businesses into compliance.


The SMMC urges the City Council to adopt the two proposed ordinances without delay.  I thank your for 
your attention and consideration.


Sincerely,


Sunwoo Kahng 

Chair, Newton Sustainable Materials Management Commission

 of 2 2
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Current ordinance: 

Sec. 11-5.  Trash, Garbage – Permit required to transport; recycling services required. 

All persons transporting trash or garbage through the public ways of the city from places within 
or to destinations within the city shall first obtain from the health department a permit therefor.  
All persons offering these services are required to offer full recycling services to all places 
where such collection of trash or garbage occurs within the city.  All persons shall show 
evidence of such recycling plan of services, which plan must be approved by the commissioner of 
public works or his/her designee and recommended to the commissioner of health and human 
services at the time of the annual permit request.  All such permits shall expire at the end of the 
calendar year in which they are issued.  No permit may be transferred without approval of the 
health and human services department.  

Draft Ordinance 

Purpose: The goal of these regulations is to protect public health and the environment and ensure 
that all persons transporting trash or recycling from places within or to destinations within the 
city adhere to the Massachusetts Waste Bans 310 CMR 19.017  and uniformly comply with 
permit requirements established by the City of Newton.  

Sec. 11-1. Definitions 

Permitted hauler: All persons transporting trash or recycling through the public ways of the city 
from places within or to destinations within the city that have received a permit from health and 
human services in conformity with Section 11-5.   

Sec. 11-5.  Mandatory recycling, permit required to transport, bundled service required. 

a. All owners of residential properties and commercial properties within the city shall
separate recyclable materials from the trash for collection.

b. All persons transporting trash or recycling through the public ways of the city from
places within or to destinations within the city shall first obtain from the health
department an annual permit therefor. All such permits shall expire at the end of the
calendar year in which they are issued. No permit may be transferred without approval of
the health and human services department. All permitted haulers shall sign a statement
with their application for an annual permit certifying that they understand and are in
compliance with the Massachusetts Waste Bans 310 CMR 19.017 and the Disposal
Prohibition Provision of the Mercury Management Act (Chapter 190 of the Acts of
2006), as they may be amended from time to time.

c. Effective July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024, permitted haulers shall provide bundled trash and
corrugated cardboard collection services. Trash and corrugated cardboard collection
services for a property must be provided by the same permitted hauler unless the property

#67-23



owner can provide proof to the permitted hauler that separate corrugated cardboard 
collection services are provided by another permitted hauler. Such proof shall be 
submitted by the permitted hauler providing trash collection services, to the 
commissioner of department of public works of their designee.  
 
Permitted haulers shall provide containers designated for trash or corrugated cardboard 
and other recyclable materials collections. Trash and corrugated cardboard/recyclable 
materials collection containers for a property shall be located adjacent to or in close 
proximity to each other. All collection containers must be appropriately sized for 
available space and be picked up with such frequency so as to prevent overflow. All 
containers shall be clearly marked in an easily visible location with the name and phone 
number of the permitted hauler.  
 
 

d. Effective July 1, 2024, permitted haulers shall provide bundled trash and recycling 
collection services. Trash and recycling collection services for a property must be 
provided by the same permitted hauler unless the property owner can provide proof to the 
permitted hauler that separate recycling services are provided by another permitted 
hauler. Such proof shall be submitted by the permitted hauler providing trash collection 
services, to the commissioner of department of public works or their designee. 
 
Permitted haulers shall provide containers designated for trash or recyclable materials 
collections. Trash and recyclable materials collection containers for a property shall be 
located adjacent to or in close proximity to each other. All collection containers must be 
appropriately sized for available space and be picked up with such frequency so as to 
prevent overflow. All containers shall be clearly marked in an easily visible location with 
the name and phone number of the permitted hauler.  

 
e. Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 11-5(c), permitted haulers that collect only 

recyclable materials are not required to collect trash.  
 

f. Enforcement of this regulation shall be by criminal complaint in the district court and/or 
non-criminal disposition ticket per MGL Chapter 40, Section 21D. The commissioner of   
health and human services or their designee shall have the power to enforce the 
provisions of this regulation.  
 

g. Failure to comply with provisions in subsections (a) through (d) shall result in the 
imposition to the permitted hauler of a warning for the first offense, one hundred dollar 
($100.00) civil fine for the second offense, and two hundred and fifty dollar ($250.00) 
civil fine for the third and subsequent offenses occurring in any three hundred sixty-five 
(365) day period. Each day of failure to comply with the regulations shall constitute a 
separate violation. The commissioner of health and human services reserves the right to 
revoke the permit to operate within the city for repeated failure of compliance.  
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Single Use Plastics
Recommend the City do to increase 
food waste collection

Food Waste 
Collection

What would you recommend the City 
do to increase recycling in Newton 
food establishments? other comments .

customers do not like paper straws Simplify and educate

As long as it doesn't 
cost too much, we are 
100% support Force landlord to provide recycling

we want to do but cost a lot more and 
space

Our plastic cutlery is made by 
Preserve, a company that uses 
recycled plastic and has a program. Offer free service

I would like to see the 
practice become more 
commonplace. 

Again
Encourage, develop and institute

I do some recycling by taking all cans 
and bottles and some boxes home, but I 
can't do all recycling needed as I don't 
have the space in my restaurant.

Try limit to use as prosible. Make it easy and free

City wide education 
around the importance 
of it would be helpful.  Supply appropriate bins for disposal.

In the past we have considered recycling 
and composting programs ( currently 
only cardboard gets recycled). We have 
not been able to surmount the 
challenges of space, cost time and effort

We support green and recyclable. We 
are willing to do all our best to reduce 
the use of plastic.  However, we cannot 
find any other material than the plastics 
for the "hot" soup and heavy sauce 
food items.

find a reliable company that can service 
the entire city with weekly pick ups

We have been doing 
this for 3 years now

It would be very helpful if the City an 
established a recycling center in the City 
of Newton for free recycling waste dropoff

Most place don't have a lot of space, so 
they need a smaller sized dumpster, 
which means they needs more frequent 
pick ups. it's been really hard to find a 
company that will pick up more than 2 
times a week. We've also had a lot of 
missed pick-ups because they don't 
have enough drivers. Recycling is also 
really expensive right now because they 
can't ship it to China anymore. 

cost and availability are major 
concerns. Also, guests don't like the 
quality Adding low cost and convenient services

THAT JUST ADDS 
ANOTHER JOB FOR 
BUSINESS AND WE 
DON'T HAVE 
ENOUGH STAFF Offer free service

Everyone should recycle…it should be a 
requirement for restaurants 

Plastic straws do NOT actually count 
towards a very large % of 
pollution...Customers get mad at the 
business if you charge them for a 
paper bag, if you speak with the 
cashiers that have to ask for the 
money, it's terrible and most of the 
time the customer's aggravation gets 
taken out on the cashier or customer 
service rep.  Ask the folks that will be 
most affected by what the City of 
Newton decides, not the city members 
who haven't worked in customer 
service at all or since they were teens.

Find a place to donate food waste on a 
daily basis

Pest control is #1 
reason it is an issue 
for restaurants Implement a city wide program with bins

During COVID we did an increase 
amount of take out.  This might stabilize 
or increase 

We used to have compostable go 
containers  but it got expensive. So I 
ask customers if they would support a 
added cost to there bill. Surprisingly 
overwhelmingly the customers said no 
they would not feel comfortable 
contributing to it even as low as $.50 
what it was at the time. Now it’s about 
$1.25 per container And .25 for 
utensils

Provide some financial support.  It will 
cost most restaurants more money and 
we've just had the hardest two year 
stretch in our industry's history.  All costs 
are going up so really hard to add more.

We only have the cut 
out part from the 
lettuce head and onion 
and avocado skin. And 
food waste. In a 
weekly base there 
probably 2 bags of 
food waste.  

source reliable recycling company that 
can pick up multiple times a week

I think sustainable resource recycling is 
very important

Is bad for environmental 
Offer a program that is either free or very 
affordable. 

Has nothing to 
compost Offer pickup! Recycles only bottles 

I want them gone
Encourage establishments to develop a 
plan and institute it

While the city provides recycling carts for 
residents, there is nothing for businesses. 
Restaurants go through a lot of cardboard, 
and residential carts are too small to fit 
enough of it. I wouldn't even mind 
dropping of cardboard to a local shared 
recycling dumpster that more businesses 
can use. 

Landlord only allows two bins for five 
restaurants - could ask for more 

We have already switched to all 
compostable products, subject to their 
availability More frequent pick-up

Uses a food donation 
app 

the recycle plants can not handle what 
they get so the majority goes to a regular 
dump.

I would like to do whatever I can to 
recycle and fill my dumpster less with 
less frequent pick-ups due to less going 
into the dumpster.

Due to the pandemic, supply chains 
are hard to acquire containers of any 
sort

Provide a recommended 
business/platform on how to compost, 
with easy sign up, with little to none 
investments needed. No issues with smell 

PROVIDE A DUMPSTER AND HAVE IT 
PICKED UP ON REGULAR PICK UP 
DAYS

Entire plaza (The Street) has a dumpster 
for recycling 

We do not give out plastic utensils 
anymore with our takeout orders, as 
most customers are home when 
ordering, so it would be wasteful. As 
for containers, it is important to use 
something that can retain heat for a 
decent amount of time in order for 
customers to get their food at least 
warm, if not hot. Currently nothing 
does it better than recyclable black 
plastic containers. 

If i received a receptacle for food waste 
and it was picked up weekly i would 
gladly do it. 

The challenge is 
handling and 
separating food waste 
and the storage of 
same especially during 
the warmer months. I 
would like to learn how 
this can be done.

Make every establishment get a recycle 
dumpster 
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Can we encourage the customers to 
bring their own containers to the 
restaurants?

Provide that service free for all 
restaurant?

Food waste collection 
has come a long way 
in the past 4 decades 
but still has a long way 
to go.  The digester 
facility in Charlestown 
is an impressive 
operation.  

Have it be included with the City's regular 
pickups.

many hot soups and juicy dishes, 
replacement items were used, but they 
were blast and burned customers. 
Compare safety issues, we had to 
choose the good quality plastic soup 
containers although those are more 
expensive

If township can arrange pick up twice a 
week? $200 budget is fine. Provide the service free

The black plastic keep food nice and 
hot. Bio packs do not. Pay for The service for everyone 

if township set up recycle center or drop 
cart and pick up, we will do it

As much as I would love to move away 
from single use plastics, for takeout it's 
very difficult to move away from them. 
Restaurants have been faced with so 
many rising costs and supply 
difficulties and many of the more 
renewable options are more expensive 
and harder to get. The food quality also 
suffers (hot food sitting in a 
compostable container for 30 minutes 
can start to disintegrate the container, 
causing bottoms to fall out and a soggy 
mess delivered to the customers.) Make it simple and cost efficient 

The city should offer curbside recycling 
like do for the residents in Newton 

We encourage our  customers to reuse 
all appropriate containers

Offer a free service to all restaurants 
since cost of materials have skyrocket it 
is nearly impossible to add another cost 
to this low margin business

If the city provided recycling for 
commercial use or subsidized commercial 
recycling in some way that would have the 
biggest impact. It's an added cost that is 
difficult for restaurants to afford right now.

Subsidize/Would join if there was an 
affordable, co-operative program 

Right now we pay for all waste collection 
(we already pay extra for recycling). If the 
city helped absorb the costs of recycling 
and composting it would be far more 
accessable for us. Provide recycling dumpster 

Would change if available 
Better pricing on compostable materials.  
City provided compost bin. Set up, initial incentives and easy access 

Only using plastic cutlery during 
COVID-19 or special events, thinking 
about switching back to metal. Provide recycling dumpsters or bins Provide recycling canisters.  
Costs are far and away the biggest 
issue for small business

Expert assistance for setup and grants to 
help establish a better system 

Bins or outside areas dedicated to 
recycling 

We have tried the paper take out 
containers but impractical for our 
needs since it forced us to use more 
than one container per take out order.

Babe an inclusive program that does not 
cost more money. 

Pay for this service and more restaurants 
will do it I suppose

some residents require good quality 
straws to help with drinking liquids

I would like to hear more about how it 
work. Make it cost efficient 

Cost effective is important. The cost of 
lids for drinks are expensive. Provide & collect Tax breaks?

We are looking at all options to reduce 
single use plastic products. 

Town-sponsored compost, reimbursed 
costs 

Perhaps the city can establish a pick-up 
service that would come around to the 
establishment on a periodic basis. I am 
fortunate that I am able to recycle much of 
my recyclables at the local RFD in 
Wellesley. Some establishments may not 
have the same opportunity

Sort the compost?  Restaurants cannot 
take on this cost.  Realistically tax breaks 
on compostable materials so good that 
buying compostable straws, etc end up 
costing restaurants the same as the 
plastic counterparts.  If nothing needs to 
be sorted composting becomes easy. Too many items to list here
Educate us as to how it would work City pick up @ a lower cost 

Storage and pest control are significant 
logistical challenges to overcome.  While 
tempting, regulations verses solution 
driven thinking is critical.  Some type of 
digester system that is portable.  Organic 
waste is highly volatile and any blip in the 
disposal chain can cause nasty and 
expensive problems.
Reduce price and better service 

A cost effective city sponsored collection 
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Summary of Business Recycling Survey
Private Hauler Regulations Subcommittee - Solid Waste Commission -


June 3, 2018


39 businesses surveyed around Newton by visual observation or by interview of owner/
manager. Of these, 13 had a dedicated recycling dumpster in addition to a waste dumpster.

9 businesses recycle informally through other methods, such as taking recycling home, driving 
to Rumford or Needham Transfer Station, returning bottles to Shaws. 2 employees said they 
would recycle if the option were available.


There was genuine interest in recycling, partly because those owners/employees want to do the 
‘right thing.’ They also commented that including recycling would reduce the number of times 
waste would have to be picked up in a week. It is a hassle when bins are full before pickup. 
Because cardboard constituted a large portion of recycling waste, having recycling available 
would alleviate full waste dumpsters.


Main deterrents to recycling:


• worried cost of waste disposal would rise

• don’t have large quantities of recycling

• little space for dumpster at location

• some contamination evident in recycling dumpsters (may indicate need for employee training 

regarding recycling practices)
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BUSINESS LOCATION RECYCLING 
SERVICE? RECYCLING DETAIL VENDOR COST NOTES SURVEY

OR

Keyes Drugs Auburndale No (by observation)1 smallish 
trash dumpster Casella Sunwoo

Dunkin Donuts Auburndale No (by observation) 1 smallish 
trash dumpster Casella Sunwoo

Auburndale Bank Auburndale No (by observation) 1 smallish 
trash dumpster Casella Sunwoo

Breadsong 
Bakery Auburndale No (by observation) 1 large 

trash dumpster ? Sunwoo

Abraxis Framing Auburndale Yes

1 smallish trash and 1 
recycle dumpster, recycle 
had mostly cardboard Republic

$300 for both, 
doesnt know 

break down of 
cost, thinks 
maybe 1/2

Owner recycles because he 
believes it's the right thing to do. 
But even he had a lot of plastic film 
in the recycle dumpster.

Sunwoo

Tom's Pizza, 
Kevin Max Hair, 
USA Trekker, 
Wally's Ice 
Cream, Newton 
Cleaners, Lash 
Glamour

Auburndale No

(by observation) 1 smallish 
trash dumpster

Barry Bros. Sunwoo

Auburndale 
Liquors Auburndale No

1 trash dumpster, 50-80% of 
trash is cardboard. Bottles 
and cans go to contractor 
who takes them

Wellesley Manager would like to recycle, but 
owner doesn't 

Sunwoo

Dumpling House Four Corners No (by observation) 2 waste 
dumpsters Barry Bros Sunwoo

El Basha Grille Four Corners No yes' per employee but didn't 
see a recycling dumpster Wellesley Waste employee says owner does recycle 

at other locations Sunwoo

Chyten Center Four Corners No ? receptionist says they recycle at 
other location Sunwoo

J & S Mobil Four Corners No cardboard, plastic bottles Barry Bros too expensive, would consider if 
city funded, space is also issue Sunwoo

Salon De Cinza Four Corners No
observation showed 
carboard mixed in with 
bagged waste

Allied Waste 
Services Sunwoo

4 Corner Pizza Four Corners No
Vendors take away their own 
bottles, have not thought about 
recycling

Sunwoo
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BUSINESS LOCATION RECYCLING 
SERVICE? RECYCLING DETAIL VENDOR COST NOTES SURVEY

OR

Vino Divino Four Corners Yes

generate mostly cardboard, 
more recycling than waste, 
larger dumpster filled with 
cardboard, smaller 
presumably for waste

Barry Bros Sunwoo

Walgreens Four Corners Yes (by observation) carboard is 
baled ? Sunwoo

Ravioli's 
Restaurant Four Corners Yes

1 trash dumpster, 1 'Zero 
Sort Recycling' dumpster

Casella

$200 per 
month for 

entire bill, but 
bill not 

itemized so 
don't know 
recycling committed to recycling

Sunwoo

Edible 
Arrangements Four Corners Yes

1 trash dumpster, 1 'Zero 
Sort Recycling' dumpster, 
cardboard

Casella
cardboard in dumpster clean

Sunwoo

M&D Liquors Four Corners Yes 1 'Zero Sort Recycling' 
dumpster, 99% of waste is 
cardboard

Casella

don't know 
price because 

cost is not 
itemized

Sunwoo

Dunkin Donuts Four Corners Yes
(by observation) 1 trash 
dumpster, 1 smaller bin of 
recycling mostly cardboard

Republic 
Services Sunwoo

Cupola Pasta Newton Center No (per employee) Sunwoo

Elana’s 
Venezuelan Cafe Newton Center No

owner takes home 
recyclables for recycling at 
home

BP Trucking
Too expensive, priced $80-100 
quote per month last year. Space is 
also issue.

Starbucks Newton Center Yes
plastic,carboard (3 recycle, 2 
trash)

Republic 

Observed dumpsters have 
significant contamination. 
Cardboard mixed with bags of 
garbage. Manager states they 
share with neighbors.

Claudine,
Sunwoo

Panera Newton Center Yes
paper, cardboard, plastic 
(per manager, see note) Waste 

Management

Observed only one dumpster with 
mixed cardboard and bags of waste 
commingled.

Claudine,
Sunwoo

Pete’e Coffee Newton Center Yes 2 compostables, 3 recycles, 
3 trash Republic? Claudine,

Sunwoo
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BUSINESS LOCATION RECYCLING 
SERVICE? RECYCLING DETAIL VENDOR COST NOTES SURVEY

OR

Grape Leaf 
Mediterranian 
Grille

Newton 
Highlands Yes

glass, cardboard, owner 
says landlord supplies waste 
and recycling dumpsters for 
multiple business tenants, 
observed 5 recycling bins 
and one large waste 
dumpster

Republic 

would be too expensive to recycle if 
had to pay himself

Sunwoo

Indulge! Newton 
Highlands Yes

same landlord as Grape 
Leaf and recycling is 
supplied for them, cardboard 

Republic committed to recycling but cost 
would be a big factor

Sunwoo

Natural Sense Newtonville No owner takes most home with 
her

Barry Bros. (for 
waste) Marcia

Amigos Newtonville No
small recycle bin inside 
restaurant. they recycle back 
to the soda delivery service.

Marcia

Newtonville Pizza Newtonville No

recycles cans and bottles in 
a large carton inside the 
restaurant. They bring cans 
and bottles to Star Market. 
Paper & cardboard go in the 
dumpster with trash.

Said there isn't enough space 
behind the store.

Marcia

Lu Du Thai Newtonville No

says they bring cans & 
bottles to Star Market - 
paper & cardboard go in the 
dumpster with trash

Marcia

George Howell 
Coffee Newtonville No

recycles with cardboard & 
milk jugs "as much as 
possible" "Lawrence"?

OK with mandatory recycling for 
businesses, they use straws, but 
considering compostable straws, 
tho customers might complain, they 
do not use Styrofoam.

Marcia

Great Harvest Newtonville No

not enough room behind the store. 
Would like the city to offer a smaller 
green bin to put behind the store. "It 
helps to have the recycle bin on the 
street close to the entrance of their 
bakery.

Marcia

Brewer's 
Coalition Newtonville Yes boxes, glass (Marcia had 

photo of bins) Marcia
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BUSINESS LOCATION RECYCLING 
SERVICE? RECYCLING DETAIL VENDOR COST NOTES SURVEY

OR

Rox's Diner Newtonville Yes
paper, plastic, bottle, glass

Barry Bros.
Not keen on making it mandatory 
for businesses,do not use 
Styrofoam

Marcia

Hipstitch West Newton No

1 trash dumpster shared by 
tenants

?

Employee said she would recycle if 
it was available, cardboard takes up 
a lot of space and it would help to 
have it diverted to recycle to 
prevent overflow of trash dumpster, 
which occaisionally happens

Sunwoo

Local Carpenters 
Union West Newton Yes

(by observation) 1 trash 
dumpster from Barry Bros. 
and several City of Newton 
recycling bins

Barry Bros. and 
City of Newton Sunwoo

West Newton 
Cinema West Newton No

1 trash dumpster, recycles 
privately

Allied

Owner take bottles, cardboard to 
Needham transfer station himself 
becuse he is a resident, doesn't 
want to pay for what amounts to a 
smallish amount of recycling

Sunwoo

West Newton 
Pizza & Grill West Newton No

1 trash dumpster

Barry Bros.

Owner take bottles, cardboard to 
Rumsford himself becuse he is a 
resident, doesn't want to pay for 
what amounts to a smallish amount 
of recycling, little space behind 
store for another dumpster

Artitude West Newton No

none, cardboard, paper they don't generate much waste, 
and what they generate they take to 
Rumsford as Newton residents, 
foam peanusts are taken by 
someone for reuse
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CHAPTER 12. HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

ARTICLE X. DECEPTIVE ADVERTISING PRACTICES OF LIMITED SERVICES 
PREGNANCY CENTERS 

Sec. 12-73. Definitions 

The following words shall, unless the context clearly requires otherwise, have the following 
meanings: 

Abortion means the termination of a pregnancy for purposes other than producing a live birth. 
"Abortion" includes, but is not limited to, a termination of a pregnancy using pharmacological 
agents. 

Client means an individual who is inquiring about or seeking services at a Pregnancy Services 
Center. 

Clinical Laboratory Services means the microbiological, serological, chemical, hematological, 
biophysical, cytological or pathological examination of materials derived from the human body 
for the purpose of obtaining information for the diagnosis, prevention or treatment of disease or 
the assessment of a health condition. 

Emergency Contraception means one or more prescription drugs: 
a) used separately or in combination for the purpose of preventing pregnancy;
b) administered to or self-administered by a patient within a medically recommended

amount of time after sexual intercourse;
c) dispensed for such purpose in accordance with professional standards of practice; and,
d) determined by the United States Food and Drug Administration to be safe for such

purpose.

Health Information means any oral or written information in any form or medium that relates to 
health insurance or the past, present or future physical or mental health or condition of a Client. 

Licensed Health Care Provider means a person licensed under the provisions of federal or state 
law to provide health care or other medical services. 

Limited Services Pregnancy Center means a Pregnancy Services Center that does not directly 
provide, or provide referrals for, Abortions or Emergency Contraception. 

Pregnancy-Related Service means any medical or health counseling service related to pregnancy 
or pregnancy prevention, including, but not limited to, contraception and contraceptive 
counseling, pregnancy testing, pregnancy diagnosis, pregnancy options counseling, obstetric 
ultrasound, obstetric sonogram and Prenatal Care. 
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Pregnancy Services Center means a facility, including a mobile facility, the primary purpose of 
which is to provide services to Clients who are or have reason to believe they may be pregnant 
and that either: 

a) offers Pregnancy-Related Services; or 
b) has the appearance of a medical facility by virtue of having two or more of the following 

factors present: (i) staff or volunteers who wear medical attire and uniforms; (ii) one or 
more examination tables; (iii) a private or semiprivate room or area containing medical 
supplies or medical instruments; (iv) staff or volunteers who collect Health Information 
from Clients; or (v) the facility is located on the same Premises as a licensed health care 
facility or Licensed Health Care Provider or shares facility space with a Licensed Health 
Care Provider. 

 
Premises means land and improvements or appurtenances or any part thereof. 
 
Prenatal Care means services consisting of a physical examination, pelvic examination or 
Clinical Laboratory services provided to a Client during pregnancy. 
 
Sec. 12-74. Deceptive practices. 
 
No Limited Services Pregnancy Center, with the intent to perform a Pregnancy-Related Service, 
shall make or disseminate before the public, or cause to be made or disseminated before the 
public, in any newspaper or other publication, through any advertising device, or in any other 
manner, including, but not limited to, through use of the internet, any statement concerning any 
Pregnancy-Related Service or the provision of any Pregnancy-Related Service that is deceptive, 
whether by statement or omission, and that a Limited Services Pregnancy Center knows or 
reasonably should know to be deceptive. 
 
Sec. 12-75. Enforcement. 
 
Whoever violates any provision of this section may be penalized by a noncriminal disposition as 
provided in M.G.L. c. 40 § 21D. Each failure to comply with the requirements set forth in this 
Article shall be deemed a separate offense. The civil penalty for each such violation is set forth 
in Section 17-23(b).  
 
 

 

CHAPTER 17. LICENSING, PERMITS; & CIVIL FINES GENERALLY 

Art. III. Civil Fines/Non-criminal Disposition, §§ 17-21—17-23 

Sec. 17-23. Enforcing persons and revised ordinances subject to civil fine. 

(b) HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT: 

Section 12-73 through 12-75, Deceptive Advertising Practices of Limited Services Pregnancy 
Centers 
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( ) Any offense ........................................................................................................ $300.00 
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Ruthanne Fuller 
Mayor 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 
Office of the Mayor 

Telephone 
(617) 796-1100 

Fax 
(61 7) 796-111 3 
TDD/]TY 

(61 7) 796-1089 
E mail 

rfullcr@ newronma.gov 

March 13, 2023 

Honorable City Council 
Newton City Hall 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

To the Honorable City Councilors : 

I am pleased to reappoint Susan Lunin of 22 Shaw Street, Newton, 02465 as a full member of the 
Conservation Commission . Her term of office shall expire on May 31, 2026 and her appointment is 

subject to your confirmation. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Warmly, 

~--+-'-'-~/" 
Ruthanne Fuller 

Mayor 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue N ewton, Massachusetts 02459 

www.newconma.gov 
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Newton, MA Boards & Commissions 

Application Form 

Profile 

Susan 
First Name 

 
Email Address 

22 Shaw st 
Home Address 

Newton 
City 

What Ward do you live in? 

~ Ward 3 

 
Primary Phone 

Employer 

H 
Middle Initial 

Alternate Phone 

Job Title 

Which Boards would you like to apply for? 

Conservation Commission : Submitted 

Interests & Experiences 

Lunin 
Last Name 

Please tell us about yourself and why you want to serve. 

Why are you interested in serving on a board or commission? 

Suite or Apt 

MA 02465 
State Postal Code 

I have been serving on the Conservation Commission and as the conservation commission statutory 
representative for the CPC. I wish to continue in both positions, and need to apply for new terms. 

Copy of Copy of resume 1 Susan for Con Com 2020.docx 
Upload a Resume 

Susan H Lunin 

Submit Date: Jan 22, 2023 
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Susan H. Lunin 
22 Shaw Street 
Newton, MA 02465 

 
Objective: 

• Mayoral reappointment to the Newton Conservation Commission 

Qualifications: 

• Effective service on Newton Conservation Commission since May, 2001 

o Secretary, 2004-2008 
o Currently Vice- chairman 
o Currently serving as CPC representative from Conservation 

Commission 

• Resident of Newton, MA since 1974 

• Syracuse University, B.S. geology. 1968 

• Boston State College, M.A. education, 1969 

Employment: 

• 1969-1973 Full time middle school earth science teacher in Newton, MA 

• 1979-2005 Full time middle school science teacher in Brookline, MA 

• 2005-2010 Part time middle school science teacher at Jewish Community 

Day School in Watertown, MA 

• 2011-2012 Part time middle school science teacher at Rashi in Dedham 

MA 

Other volunteer experience: 

• Newton Food Pantry (1998-2006) 

• Charles River Cleanup Boat (2005-present) 

• Temple Shalom Garden Club, President 2011-present) 

Personal Interests: 
Maintaining and preserving open space in Newton 
Educating and bringing awareness of environmental changes facing Newton 

residents and how they can make a positive response 
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Ruthanne Fuller 
Mayor 

Honorable City Council 
Newton City Hall 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 
Office of the Mayor 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

To the Honorable City Councilors: 

Telephone 
(6 17) 796-1100 

Fax 
(617) 796-1113 

TDD/ TTY 
(6 17) 796-1089 

E mail 
rfu ll cr@ newronma.gov 

March 13, 2023 

I am pleased to reappoint Jeffrey Zabel of 54 Oak Avenue, Newton, 02465 as a full member of the 
Conservation Commission. His term of office shall expire on May 31, 2026 and his appointment is 

subject to your confirmation. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Warmly, 

~~~ 1=:\W 
Ruthanne Fuller 

Mayor 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachuse tts 02459 

·www.newtomna.gov 
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Newton, MA Boards & Commissions 

Application Form 

Profile 

Jeffrey 
First Name 

 
Email Address 

54 Oak Avenue 
Home Address 

West Newton 
Ci ty 

What Ward do you live in? 

17 Ward 3 

 
Primary Phone 

Tufts University 
Employer 

Zabel 
Middle Initial Last Name 

 
Alternate Phone 

Professor of Economics 
Job Title 

Which Boards would you like to apply for? 

Conservation Commission: Submitted 

Interests & Experiences 

Please tell us about yourself and why you want to serve . 

Why are you interested in serving on a board or commission? 

Submit Date: Mar 03, 2023 

Suite or Apt 

MA 02465 
State Postal Code 

I have been serving on both the Conservation Commission and the Farm Commission and would be 
happy to continue serving on both . My initial interest in the Conservation Commission comes from my 
general interest in environmental issues and my economic research on the environment and town-level 
land use restrictions 

jzabel cv 0420.pdf 
Upload a Resume 

Jeffrey Zabel 
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Current Affiliation: 

Fields of Research: 

Teaching Experience: 

Education: 

Employment History: 
2010 - present 
2014, Spring 
2013, Fall 

2010 - 2013, 2015-2016 
Fall 2008 - Spring 2009 
Fall 2005 - Spring 2006 
1996-2010 
1989-1996 
1993-1994 
1988-1989 

1987-1988 

Administrative Positions: 
2018 - present 
2015 - present 

Fall 2016 - Spring 2017 
Fall 2010 - Spring 2013 
Fall 2001 - Spring 2005 
Fall 1992 - Spring 1993 

Jeffrey E. Zabel 
CURRICULUM VITAE 

Professor of Economics 
Department of Economics 
Tufts University 
Medford, MA 02155 

 
  

 

Urban/Real Estate Economics, Environmental Economics, 
Economics of Education, 

Graduate and Undergraduate Statistics and Econometrics, 
Undergraduate Environmental Economics and Labor Economics 

Ph.D. in Economics, 1987, University of California, San Diego 
B.A. in Mathematics, 1979, Swarthmore College 

Professor of Economics, Tufts University, Medford, MA 
Visiting Professor, Economics Department, Harvard University 
Associate of the Depaitment, Economics Department, Harvard 
University 
Director, Graduate Program in Economics, Tufts University 
Visiting Scholar, New England Public Policy Center 
Visiting Scholar, Center for Real Estate, MIT, Cambridge, MA 
Associate Professor of Economics, Tufts University, Medford, MA 
Assistant Professor of Economics, Tufts University, Medford, MA 
ASA Research Fellow, U.S. Bmeau of the Census 
Assistant Professor of Economics, Tulane University, 
New Orleans, LA 
Visiting Assistant Professor of Economics, Tulane University, 
New Orleans, LA 

Co-Director, Masters Program in Data Analytics, Tufts University 
Co-Director, PhD Program in Human Developmental 
Economics, Tufts University 
Director of Graduate Program, Tufts University 
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Jeffrey E. Zabel Page 2 
Publications in Refereed Journals: 

"Estimating Fixed and Random Effects Models with Selectivity," Economics Letters 40 (1992) 
269-272. 

"A Comparison of Non-Nested Tests for Misspecified Models Using the Method of Approximate 
Slopes," Journal of Econometrics 57 (1993) 205-232. 

"The Relationship Between Hours of Work and Labor Force Participation in Fom Models of 
Labor Supply Behavior," Journal of Labor Economics, 11 (1993) 387-416. 

"House Price Differentials in U.S. Cities: Household and Neighborhood Racial Effects," with 
Katherine A. Kiel, Journal of Housing Economics 5 (1996) 143-165. 

"Evaluating the Usefulness of the American Housing Survey for Creating House Price Indices," 
with Katherine A. Kiel, Journal of Real Estate Finance and Economics 14 (1997) 189-202. 

"Estimating Wage Elasticities for Life-Cycle Models of Labor Supply Behavior," 
Labour Economics 4 (1997) 223-244. 

"An Analysis of Attrition in the PSID and SIPP with an Application to a Model of Labor Market 
Behavior," Journal of Human Resources 33 (Spring 1998) 4 79-506. 

"The Accuracy of Owner Provided House Values : The 1978-1991 American Housing Survey," 
with Katherine A. Kiel, Real Estate Economics, the Journal of the American Real Estate and 
Urban Economics Association , 27 (1999) 263-298. 

"Controlling for Quality in House Price Indices," Journal of Real Estate Finance and 
Economics 19 (1999) 223-241. 

"Estimating the Demand for Air Quality in Four United States Cities," with Katherine A. Kiel, 
Land Economics, 76 (2000) 174-193. 

"The Economic Benefits from Cleaning Up Superfund Sites: The Case of Woburn 
Massachusetts," with Katherine A. Kiel, Journal of Real Estate Finance and Economics 22 
(2001) 163-183. 

"The Impact of School Characteristics on House Prices: Chicago 1987-1991 ," with Thomas A. 
Downes, Journal of Urban Economics 22 (2002) 1-25. 

"Neighborhood Effects and Housing Demand," with Yannis loannides, Journal of Applied 
Econometrics, 18 (2003) 563-58 
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Jeffrey E. Zabel Page 3 
Publications in Refereed Journals: Continued: 

"The Demand for Housing Services," Journal of Housing Economics, 13 (2004) 16-35. 

"The Effects of Critical Habitat Designation on Housing Supply: An Analysis of California 
Housing Construction Activity," with Robert Paterson, Journal of Regional Science, 46 (2006): 
67-95. 

"Interactions, Neighborhood Selection, and Housing Demand," with Yannis Ioannides, 
Journal of Urban Economics, 63 (2008): 229-252. 

"The Employment Impacts of Active Labour Market Policy: The Case of SSP Plus," with Saul 
Schwartz, Canadian Public Policy, 34(2008): 321-344. 

"The Impact of Peer Effects on Student Outcomes in New York City Public Schools," 
Education Finance and Policy. 3(2008): 197-249. 

"Location, Location, Location: The 3L Approach to House Price Determination," with Katherine 
A. Kiel, Journal of Housing Economics, 17(2008): 175-190. 

"Amenity-Based Housing Affordability Indexes," with Lynn Fisher and Henry Pollakowski, 
Real Estate Economics, 3 7(2009): 705-746. 

"It's Not Just Span: Size, Spending and Grade Span in K-8 School Organization," with Ross 
Rubenstein, Amy Ellen Schwartz, and Leanna Stiefel, Education Finance and Policy, 4(2009): 
60-88. 

"The Impact of the Self-Sufficiency Project on the Employment Behaviour of Fonner Welfare 
Recipients." with Saul Schwartz and Stephen Donald, Canadian Journal of Economics, 
43(2010) : 882-918. 

"Property Tax Limitations and Local Fiscal Conditions: The Impact of Proposition 2½ in 
Massachusetts," with Bruce Wallin, Regional Science and Urban Economics, 41(2011 ): 382-
393 

"The Impact of Minimum Lot Size Regulations on House Prices in Eastern Massachusetts, with 
Maurice Dalton, Regional Science and Urban Economics, 41(2011): 471-483 . 

"The Path Not Taken: How does School Organization Affect 8th Grade Achievement?" with 
Arny Ellen Schwartz, Leanna Stiefel, and Ross Rubenstein, Wagner School of Public Policy, 
New York University, Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis 33(2011): 293-317. 
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Jeffrey E. Zabel Page4 

Publications in Refereed Journals: Continued: 

"The Role of the Housing Market in the Migration Response to Employment Shocks," Journal 
of Urban Economics 72 (2012): 267-284. 

"A Hedonic Analysis of the Impact of LUST Sites on House Prices in Fredrick, Baltimore, and 
Baltimore City Counties," with Dennis Guignet, Resource and Energy Economics 34 (2012): 
549-564. 

"An Analysis of the Impact of SSP on Wages," with Saul Schwartz and Stephen Donald, 
Empirical Economics, 44 (2013): 231-259. 

"What Can We Learn From Hedonic Models When Housing Markets are Dominated by 
Foreclosures?" (2013) with N. Edward Coulson. Annual Review of Resource Economics, 
Volume 5. 

"Unintended Consequences: The Impact of Proposition 2½ Overrides on School Segregation in 
Massachusetts," Education Finance and Policy 9(4) (2014): 481-514. 

"The Hedonic Model and the Housing Cycle," Regional Science and Urban Economics 54 
(2015): 74-86. 

"Is Neighborhood Destiny? Exploring the Link between Neighborhood Mobility and Student 
Outcomes," with Amy Ellen Schwartz, Leanna Stiefel, and Sarah Cordes Wagner School, NYU, 
Urban Studies 53(2) (2016): 400-417. 

"A Dynamic Model of the Housing Market: The Role of Vacancies," Journal of Real Estate 
Finance and Economics 53(3) (2016): 368- 391 

"Valuing Nuclear Energy Risks: Evidence from Fukushima Crisis and U.S Housing Prices," with 
Shinsuke Tanaka. 2018 . Journal of Environmental Economics and Management 88: 211-
224. 

"Local House Price Diffusion," with Jeffrey P. Cohen. Forthcoming in Real Estate Economics. 
Available online at DOI: 10.l l l l/1540-6229.12241 

"Time-Geographically Weighted Regressions and Residential Property Value Assessment," with 
Jeffrey P. Cohen and Cletus C. Coughlin, forthcoming in the Journal of Real Estate Finance 
and Economics. 

"Homeownership and Wealth Accw1mlation for Low-Income Households," with Allison Wainer. 
2017. Forthcoming in the Journal of Housing Economics. 
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Jeffrey E. Zabel Page 5 

Publications in Conference Volumes/Non-Refereed Periodicals/Other: 

"Using United States Census Data to Estimate the Demand for Air Quality," with Katherine A. 
Kiel. 1995 Annual Research Conference Proceedings, Bureau of the Census, 1995. 

"Compensation Estimates for Homeowners for Environmental Disamenities," with Katherine A. 
Kiel, 1996 Proceedings of the Eighty-Ninth Annual Conference on Taxation, National Tax 
Association. 

"Brownfields Cleanup? Or, Brownfields Redevelopment?" Regions, Newsletter of the National 
Association of Regional Councils, Winter 2004, 14-15. 

"School Efficiency and Student Subgroups: Is a Good School Good for Eve1yone?" with Dae 
Yeop Kim, Leanna Stiefel, and Amy Schwartz, Peabody Journal of Education, 81(2006) 4: 95-
117. 

"The Impact of Imperfect Information on the Transactions of Contaminated Properties," 
National Center for Environmental Economics (EPA) Handbook on Benefits, Costs, and Impacts 
of Land Use, December 2006. 

"Incomplete Grade: Massachusetts Education Reform at 15," with Thomas Downes and 
Dana Ansel, The Massachusetts Institute for a New Commonwealth, May 2009. 

"Valuation in a Bubble: Hedonic Modeling Pre- and Post-Housing Market Collapse," with Kevin 
Boyle, Lynne Lewis, and Jaren Pope, Association of Environmental and Resource 
Economists Newsletter 32(2): 24-31. November 2012 

"Introduction: Endogenous amenities and cities," with Daniel Broxterman, Edward Coulson, 
Keith Ihlanfeldt, and Mariya Letdin, Journal of Regional Science 59(3): 361-364. 2019. 
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Jeffrey E. Zabel 

Books/Edited Volumes: 

Page 6 

"The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly: Measuring School Efficiency Using School Production 
Functions," with Amy Schwartz, in Measuring School Performance and Efficiency: 
Implications for Practice and Research, 2005 Yearbook of the American Education 
Finance Association Editors : Leanna Stiefel, Amy Ellen Schwartz, Ross Rubenstein and 
Jeffrey Zabel 

Measuring School Performance and Efficiency: Implications for Practice and Research, 
2005 Yearbook of the American Education Finance Association Editors: Leanna Stiefel, Amy 
Ellen Schwartz, Ross Rubenstein and Jeffrey Zabel with Editors Introductory Chapter 
"Measuring School Efficiency: What Have We Learned?" Eye on Education 

"Using Hedonic Models to Measure Racial Discrimination and Prejudice in the U.S. Housing 
Market," in Bedonie Methods in Housing Markets - Assessing Environmental Amenities 
and Segregation, Springer. 

"United States Housing Policy," with Ed Olsen, Handbook of Regional and Urban 
Economics, Volume 5. 

"Housing and Labor Market Vacancies and Beveridge Curves: Theoretical Framework and 
Illustrative Statistics," with Yannis Ioannides, Forthcoming in: Ioannides, Yannis M., Ed. 
Recent Developments in the Economics of Housing. Edward Elgar. 2019. 

Research Papers: 
"The Impact of School Finance Reform on Residential Income Inequality and Racial and Ethnic 
Segregation in the U.S.," with Peter Zuckerman. 2018 

"Housing and Labor Market Vacancies," 2017, with Yannis Ioannides. 
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Jeffrey E. Zabel 
Work in Progress: 

Page 7 

"Wealth Accumulation and Mortgage Distress for Low-Income Homeowners," to be presented at 
Symposium on Housing Tenure and Financial Security, Joint Center for Housing Studies, 
Harvard University, March 21 , 2019. 

"Educational Equality in Massachusetts: School Finance Reform and Tax and Expenditure 
Limitations," with Jaeho Kim and Thomas Downes. TO be presented at the Association for 
Education Finance and Policy 44th Annual Conference, Kansas City MO, March 23, 2019. 

"Housing and Labor Market Spillovers," with Guangbin Hong. Presented at Urban Economics 
Workshop, Department of Urban and MIT, May 7, 2019, American Real Estate and Urban 
Economics Association National Conference, Washington DC, May 31, 2019, and the Asian 
Real Estate Society Meetings, Shenzhen China, May 7, 2019 

"School Choice and Transportation Decisions," with Amy Ellen Schwartz and Samantha 
Trajkovski, Syracuse University. 2019. Presented at the Urban economics Association Annual 
Meetings, Philadelphia PA, October 

"The Impact of School Finance Reform on Residential Income Inequality and Racial and Ethnic 
Segregation in the U.S. ," with Peter Zuckerman, Analysis Group. 2018 . Presented at the 
American Political Science Association Annual Meetings, Boston Massachusetts, September 1, 
2018 . 

"Housing and Labor Market Vacancies," with Yannis Ioannides, Tufts University. 2017. 
Presented at numerous conferences. 
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Jeffrey E. Zabel Page 8 

Grants Received: 
"The Geography of Worker Adaptation: Industry, Skills, Mobility, and Housing Costs." With 
Keren Horn, University of Massachusetts Boston and Henry Pollakowski , Harvard School of 
Design. June 2019-May 2021, $150,000 awarded 

"Buildings Risk Assessment," Department of Buildings, New York City. With Justin 
Hollander, Tufts University (PI), Julius Chang, Columbia University, and Rima Taher, New 
Jersey Institute of Technology (NJIT), October 2017 - October 2018, $120,000 awarded. 

"Prospects for Using Class Size Refonn to Boost Student Performance in Massachusetts" 
Bid number: BD-l 7-1026-DOE02-DOE01-12717, Massachusetts Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education. With Amy Schwartz, Syracuse University. May 2017 - August 2017. 
$30,000 awarded. 

"A Disequilibrium Model of the Housing Market: The Role of Vacancies and Foreclosures." 
CoreLogic Academic Research Council Grant. Provides free access to county-level data on 
measures of foreclosures and other market conditions. May 2013. 

"A Disequilibrium Hedonic Property Value Model." CoreLogic Academic Research Council Grant. 
Provides free access to housing transaction level data for 5 counties in the Greater Boston Area for 1995-
2012. May 2013. 

"Massachusetts Proposition 2½ Overrides as Voluntary Taxes: Do Residents Get What They 
Want or Do They Only Get What They Need?, Lincoln Institute for Land Policy, January 2013 -
December 2013, $30,000 awarded. 

"The Demand for Citizenship," with Robert Paterson, Industrial Economics . Submitted in 
response to RFQ HSHQDC-10-Q-00375 to the U.S. Depa,tment of Homeland Security, Office 
of Procurement Operations, September 2010 - August 2011, $175,000 awarded. 

"Estimating the Social Benefits of Cleanup Activities by EPA's Underground Storage Tank 
Program: Two Approaches," with Anna Alberini, University of Maryland, Cynthia Morrison and 
Robert Paterson, Industrial Economics Inc. Submitted to the Environmental Protection Agency, 
January 2008 - August 2010, $170,000 awarded. 

"How Should We Organize Primary Schooling? Grade Span, School Size and Student Academic 
Performance," U.S . Department of Education, (with Arny Schwartz and Leanna Stiefel, New 
York University, and Ross Rubenstein, Syracuse University), $487,910 grant awarded, August 
2004 - May 2006, R305E040096. 

"Stormwater Management in Somerville Massachusetts," City of Somerville, MA through a 
grant from the EPA, $16,984 grant awarded, January 2004 - August 2004. 

#98-23



Jeffrey E. Zabel Page 9 

Grants Received (continued): 

"An Economic Analysis of Brownfields in Massachusetts," Tufts University Faculty Research 
Fund Award, $4,800 grant awarded, March 2003 . 

"Student Projects to Evaluate Brownfields Sites in Somerville, MA," UCCPS Education for 
Active Citizenship Grant, Tufts University, $2000 grant awarded, June 2001. 

"Measuring and Accounting for Performance in the US K-12 Public Schools," U.S. Department 
of Education, (with Amy Schwartz and Leanna Stiefel, New York University, and Ross 
Rubenstein, Syracuse University), $658,096 grant awarded, June 2001 - May 2004, 
R305T010115. 

"Calculating the Economic Benefits from Cleaning Up Superfund Sites: the Case of Woburn 
Massachusetts - Extensions," Faculty Research Fund Award, Tufts University, $5,000 grant 
awarded, March 2000. 

"Climate Change Course Development Proposal for Economics 30 - Environmental Economics," 
Tufts Institute for the Environment, $5,080 grant awarded, May 1999. 

"An Analysis of Individual Perceptions of Air Quality," Faculty Research Fund Award, Tufts 
University. 1997-1999. $3,592 grant awarded. 

Contracts Awarded: 

"Between Home and School: The School Bus and Student Outcomes," Ay Schwartz, Syracuse 
PI, Spring 2018- Smnmer 2018, $5,000. 

"A Proposed Feasibility Study for Analyzing the Benefits of Say Yes Buffalo," Say Yes to 
Education, fall 20 l 7, $12,000 awarded. 

"The Impact of the 1993 Massachusetts Education Reform Act," MassINC, with Thomas 
Downes, $30,000 awarded, summer 2007 - April 2009. 

"Research papers to Support Development ofNCEE's Handbook on Benefits, Costs, and 
Impacts of Land Use," EPA Contract 66-W-02-045; Task Order 58, with Industrial Economics, 
Inc and Resources for the Future. $12,000 awarded, 2006. 

"Economic Impact of Critical Habitat Designation Under the Endangered Species Act: Model 
and Case Study Research Project," National Association of Homebuilders, September 2005, 
$49,020.70 awarded. 
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Jeffrey E. Zabel Page 10 
Contracts Awarded Continued: 

"An Analysis of the Impact of SSP on Employment With a Focus on Wages," response to RPF: 
The Self-Sufficiency Project, SRDC, Canada. With Saul Schwa1tz and Stephen Donald. 
Contract awarded, December 2003: $15,000. 

"An Analysis of SSP PLUS on unemployment spells and employment spells," response to RPF: 
The Self-Sufficiency Project, SRDC, Canada. With Saul Schwartz and Stephen Donald. 
Contract awarded, December 2003: $15,000. 

Invited Seminars and Conferences (last three years): 

• Urban Economics Association, Annual Conference, Philadelphia, October 12- 13, 2019 
(presenter and discussant) 

• Asian Real Estate Society Meetings, Shenzhen China, May 5-7, 2019 (presenter and 
discussant) 

• American Real Estate and Urban Economics Association National Conference, 
Washington DC May 30 - May 31 , 2019 (presenter) 

• Mini Urban Economics and Policy Workshop (II), Depaitment of Urban Studies and 
Planning, Center for Real Estate, and China Future City Lab MIT, May 7, 2019 
(presenter) 

• Symposium on Housing Tenure and Financial Security, Joint Center for Housing Studies, 
Harvard University, March 21-22, 2019 (presenter) 

• Greater Boston Urban and Real Estate Economics Seminar, Federal Reserve Bank of 
Boston, October 26, 2018 ( organizer) 

• Urban Economics Association, Annual Conference, New York NY, October 12- 13, 2018 
(presenter and discussant) 

• American Political Science Association Annual Meetings, Boston Massachusetts, 
September 1, 2018 (presenter and discussant) 

• Urban Economics and Public Finance Conference, Lincoln Institute for Land Policy, 
Cambridge, MA, May 4-5 , 2018 (participant) 

• Endogenous Amenities and Cities, Florida State University, April 26-April 28, Organizer 
and discussant 

• Greater Boston Urban and Real Estate Economics Seminar, Federal Reserve Bank of 
Boston, April 13, 2018 (organizer) 

• Urban Economics Association, Annual Conference, Vancouver BC, November 9-11, 
2017 (presenter and discussant) 

• Greater Boston Urban and Real Estate Economics Seminar, Federal Reserve Bank of 
Boston, October 27, 2017 (organizer) 

• Urban Economics and Public Finance Conference, Lincoln Institute for Land Policy, 
Cambridge, MA, May 5-6, 2017 (discussant) 
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Jeffrey E. Zabel Page 11 
• Greater Boston Urban and Real Estate Economics Seminar, Federal Reserve Bank of 

Boston, April 14, 2017 ( organizer) 
• 2017 FSU-UF Critical Issues In Real Estate Symposium, Florida State University, March 

30-April 1 2017 (discussant) 
• Seminar in Enviromnental Economics and Policy, Kennedy School of Government, 

Harvard University, Februaty 25, 2017 (presenter) 

Awards and Fellowships: 
• Teacher of the Year Award, Tufts Undergraduate Economics Program, 2016 
• Teacher of the Year Award, Tufts Graduate Economics Program, 2016 
• Asian Real Estate Society, RICS Foundation Best Paper Award, July 2006. 
• Faculty Research Fellowship, Tufts University, 2005. 
• Housing and Urban Development (HUD)/AREUEA Best Paper in Housing and Urban 

Development, 2001 Annual AREUEA Conference, New Orleat1s, LA. 
• American Statistical Association Research Fellowship, 1993-1994. 
• Mellon Research Fellowship, Tufts University, l 993. 

Editorial/Board Member Affiliations: 
• Co-Editor, Journal of Housing Economics, 2019 - present. 
• Editorial Board, Journal of Housing Economics, 2008 - 2019. 
• Associate Editor, Regional Science and Urban Economics, 2007 - present. 
• Editorial Board, Real Estate Economics, 2009 - present 
• Board Member of the Boston Research Data Center (BRDC). The BRDC is a research 

branch of the Census Bureau, 200 I - Present. 

External Reviewer: 
• Clark University, Economics Department, Ph.D. Program, January 2004. 
• UCLA, Economics Department, Masters' Program, March 20 14. 
• George Washington University, Economics Department, December 2018. 

Professional Affiliations: 
• Fellow, Weimer School of Advanced Studies in Real Estate at1d Land Economics, 

2014 - present 
• Research Affiliate, Institute for Education and Social Policy, New York University, 

2008 - present. 
• Reseai·ch Affiliate, Center for Real Estate, MIT, Cambridge, MA, June 2006 - June 2008. 
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Jeffrey E. Zabel Page 12 
Seminar Organizer: 
Co-organizer (with Paul Willen) of the Greater Boston Urban and Real Estate Economics 
Seminar held at the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston 
(see https: //sites.google.com/site/gburees/) 

Member: American Economic Association, American Real Estate and Urban Economics 
Association, Urban Economics Association. 

Consulting Work: 
Industrial Economics, Inc, January 2004 - present. 

Referee for: Numerous journals, government agencies, and foundations 
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Rutl1anne Fuller 
i\Iayor 

Honorable City Council 
Newton City Hall 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 
Office of the Mayor 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

To the Honorable City Councilors: 

Telephone 
(617) 796-ll 00 

Fax 
(617) 796-1 1.1 3 

TDD/ T fY 
(6 l 7) 796-1089 

Email 
rfuUer@ ncwtonma .gov 

March 13, 2023 

I am pleased to reappoint Elizabeth Wilkinson of 14 Trowbridge Street, Newton Centre as a member of 
the Urban Tree Commission. Her term of office shall expire on May 1, 2026 and her appointment is 
subject to your confirmation. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Warmly, 

Ruthanne Fuller 

Mayor 

s·£ . .--..-\~:(, 
((J r,\_.) 

1000 Commonwealth J\ venue Newton, l\ Iassachusetts 02459 
W\V\V.newto11111a.gov 

, l 
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Newton, MA Boards & Commissions 

Application Form 

Profile 

Elizabeth (Beth) 
First Name 

 
Emai l Address 

14 Trowbridge St. 

A. Wilkinson 
Middle Initial Last Name 

-- ---------
Home Address 

Newton Centre 
City 

-- -------

What Ward do you live in? 

17 Ward 6 

 
Primary Phone 

None 
Employer 

 
Alternate Phone 

Communit Volunteer 
Job Title 

Which Boards would you like to apply for? 

Urban Tree Commission: Submitted 

Interests & Experiences 

Please tell us about yourself and why you want to serve. 

Why are you interested in serving on a board or commission? 

Submit Date : Jan 31 , 2023 

Suile or Apt 

MA 02459 
State Postal Code 

I've long been interested in maintaining (and increasing) the open space in Newton, having been on the 
Urban Tree Commission for nine years and a board member of Newton Conservators for ten years (and 
president for five ot those years). I was an active member of the Open Space and Recreation Plan 
Committee for the update that was completed this year. Serving on the Parks and Recreation Commission 
would be a natural extension of my interest and experience. The City is approaching a time when more 
maintenance is needed and less funding is available. Working on that would be a rewarding challenge. 

Pa~cc~~Resume2020.pdf 
Upload a Resume 

Elizabeth (Beth) A. Wilkinson 
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:-

Objective 

Elizabeth (Beth) Wilkinson 
14 Trowbridge Street, Newton, MA 02459 

   

To be appointed as a member of Newton's Parks and Recreation Commission with the goal of 
providing advice to the Parks, Recreation, and Culture Department, the Mayor, and the City 
Council regarding sports, recreation, parks, open space, and the preservation of scenic beauty 
throughout the city. In that role, I would work to balance the concerns of natural open space 
preservation and passive recreation with those of organized sports and active recreation . 

Summary of Relevant Qualifications 

• Member of the Newton Open Space and Recreation Plan Committee, 2020-2027 update 

• Member of the Urban Tree Commission for nine years 

• Knowledge of city through leadership positions in a variety of organizations, most 
recently for the conservation-related nonprofits and committees listed below and also 
for the PTO Council (Co-president, 1998-2000) and the Newton Free Library (Trustee, 
2005-2010) 

Related Experience 

* Member of the Newton Open Space and Recreation Plan Committee, 2020-2027 update 
I worked with other members of the committee to help City staff to update the expiring plan, 
working to incorporate not only advances that had been made in the past seven years but also 
to reassess priorities. 

* Chair of the Mayor's Webster Woods Advisory Panel froml/2018 to 12/2019. 
My work as chair of the panel included convening meetings of the full panel and (more 
frequently) the executive committee of the panel to advise Mayor Fuller and to help City staff in 

the successful effort to preserve Webster Woods. 

* Newton Conservators. Board member (2011-Present) and President from 2014-2019, 
Editor of newsletter (2011 to 3/2017 

My duties as president included representing the Conservators at meeting with city 
Conservation and Parks and Rec departments, working to place conservation restrictions on city 
properties purchased with CPA funds, planning and running board meetings, overseeing the 
organizations advocacy for and maintenance of open space in Newton . 

* Native Plant Trust (Formerly New England Wild Flower Society). Plant Conservation Volunteer 
(2010-Present) . 

Tasks include doing woodland surveys for rare and endangered plants, and seed collection and 

cleaning. 

* Newton Tree Conservancy. Member of board of directors (2010 -2016) 
I had responsibility for all membership outreach and renewals and participation in twice-yearly 

planting. 

*Crystal Lake Conservancy. Member of board of directors (2010-2015). 
My work for the board included participation in testing water quality, applying for grants and 

writing for the newsletter. 
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Elizabeth (Beth) Wilkinson, page 2 

Education 

*Field Botany Certificate, New England Wild Flower Society (2009) 
*Master Gardener Certificate, Massachusetts Horticultural Society {2003) 

*Master's Degree and ABD (all-but-dissertation for Ph.D.) in English and American Literature, 

Boston University {1977-1981) 
*BA in English and Philosophy, University of Rochester {1977) 

Awards 

2012 Unsung Heroine Award from Massachusetts Commission on the Status of Women 
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