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March 7: Land Use 7:45 p.m., Hybrid
March 8: Programs & Services, Public Facilities To be reported on
and Public Safety & Transportation Monday, March 20, 2023

March 13: Zoning & Planning and Finance

The City Council will hold this meeting as a hybrid meeting in the City Hall Chambers on Monday, March
20, 2023, 7:45 pm. To view this meeting on Zoom use this link at the above date and time:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89053801368

One tap mobile
US: +13017158592, 890 5380 1368#

Land line
US: +1 301 715 8592
Meeting ID: 890 5380 1368

You may also:
1. Watch a live broadcast of the meeting on NewTV’s government channel (Comcast 9, RCN 13,
614(HD), Verizon 33).

Q View a live stream on NewTV’s Vimeo channel at: https://vimeo.com/newtvgov /

City of Newton
In City Council Items to be Acted Upon

Unfinished Council Business

#39-23 Request to Rezone 29 Hunter Street to MR3
CHRISTOPHER NOBLE petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL for a change of
zone to Multi Residence 3 for a parcel of land located at 29 Hunter Street (currently
zoned Multi Residence 2), also identified as Section 32, Block 06, Lot 05.
Land Use Denied 8-0; Public Hearing Closed 02/14/23
City Council voted to postpone to a date certain on March 20, 2023; 19-0-5

The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons with
disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the city of Newton’s
ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov or
(617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS),
please dial 711.



mailto:jfairley@newtonma.gov
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89053801368

#40-23

Reports Docket, Monday, March 6, 2023
Continued
Page 369
Request to allow a multi-family dwelling, extend nonconforming use, waive parking
stalls and allow dimensional waivers to parking at 29 Hunter Street
CHRISTOPHER NOBLE petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to allow a multi-
family dwelling, to extend a nonconforming side setback, to waive two parking stalls, to
allow parking in the front and side setbacks, and to reduce stall width and depth at 29
Hunter Street, Ward 3, West Newton, on land known as Section 32, Block 06, Lot 05,
containing approximately 5,185 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned MULTI RESIDENCE 2
(rezone to MULTI RESIDENCE 3 proposed). Ref: 7.3.3, 7.4, 3.4.1, 3.2.6, 7.8.2.C.2, 5.1.4,
5.1.13,5.1.7.A,5.1.7.B.1, 5.1.7.B.2 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.
Land Use voted No Action Necessary 8-0; Public Hearing Closed 02/14/23
City Council voted to postpone to a date certain on March 20, 2023; 19-0-5

Referred to Land Use Committee
Tuesday, March 7, 2023

Present: Councilors Lipof (Chair), Kelley, Bowman, Downs, Greenberg, Laredo, Lucas, and Markiewicz;

Also present: Councilors Humphrey, Leary, and Oliver

#61-23

#65-23

#64-23

Request for Extension of Time to Exercise Special Permit #157-22 at 4 Clarendon Street
VENKATESA RAVI petition for EXTENSION OF TIME to March 7, 2025 to EXERCISE Special
Permit Council Order #157-22 to construct a second-story addition, vertically extending
the nonconforming front setbacks on a corner lot at 4 Clarendon Street, Ward 2, Newton,
on land known as Section 22 Block 09 Lot 01, containing approximately 5823 sq. ft. of land
in a district zoned MULTI RESIDENCE 1. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 7.4, 3.2.3, 7.8.2.C.2 of the City of
Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.

Land Use Approved 8-0

Request for Extension of Time to Exercise Special Permit #406-21 at 229 Bellevue Street
DAVID AND SUSAN WAKEFIELD petition for EXTENSION OF TIME to December 17, 2024 to
EXERCISE Special Permit Council Order #406-21 to allow a garage accommodating more
than three vehicles with ground floor area exceeding 700 sq. ft., to vertically extend a
nonconforming side setback, to allow a system of retaining walls exceeding four feet within
the setback at 229 Bellevue, Ward 1, Newton, on land known as Section 12 Block 17 Lot
29, containing approximately 9,700 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned MULTI RESIDENCE 1.
Ref: Sec. 7.3.3,7.4,3.4.3.A1,7.8.2.C.2,3.43.A.4,3.4.4.E, 3.4.4.H, 5.4.2 of Chapter 30 of
the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.

Land Use Approved 8-0

Request for Extension of Time to Exercise Special Permit #28-22 at 383-387 Boylston
Street

50 JACKSON STREET, LLC, petition for EXTENSION OF TIME to March 7, 2025 to EXERCISE
Special Permit Council Order #28-22, to allow a three story, 12-unit multi-family dwelling
with an FAR of 1.5 and 36’ in height, ground floor residential use, a building with more
than 20,000 sq. ft., to alter and extend a nonconforming side setback, to waive six parking
stalls, to reduce the width of parking stalls, to reduce the driveway width for two-way
traffic, to allow a loading facility which may impede traffic, and to allow a retaining wall




#60-23

#504-22

#33-23
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greater than four feet in height within the setback at 50 Jackson Street/383-387 Boylston,

Ward 6, Newton, on land known as Section 65 Block 11 Lot 04, containing approximately

14,866 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned BUSINESS USE 1. Ref: Sec.7.3.3,7.4,4.4.1,4.1.2.B.1,

41.2B.3,4.1.3,7.8.2.C.2,5.1.4,5.1.8.B.1,5.1.8.D.1,5.1.12.D.5, 5.1.13, 5.4.2 of Chapter 30
of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.

Land Use Approved 8-0

Request to further extend nonconforming front and rear setbacks and parking waivers
at 43 River Avenue

DINA ONUR petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to raze the existing
dwelling and construct a two-family dwelling that will alter and extend a nonconforming
front setback, further reduce and extend a nonconforming rear setback, allow reduced
parking stall depth and allow parking within five feet of a street at 43 River Avenue, Ward
5, Newton Upper Falls, on land known as Section 51 Block 43 Lot 03, containing
approximately 12,050 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned MULTI RESIDENCE 1. Ref: 7.3.3, 7.4,
3.2.3,7.8.2.C.2,5.1.7.B.2, 5.1.13, 5.1.7.A of Chapter 30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning
Ord, 2017.

Land Use Approved 8-0

Request to allow six single-family attached dwellings at 71 Commonwealth Avenue and
15 Algonquin Road

71 COMMONWEALTH, LLC petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to raze the
existing single-story dwelling at 15 Algonquin Rd and construct five single-family attached
dwellings with reduced setbacks, which exceeds the maximum lot coverage, a retaining
wall greater than 4 feet in height within a setback and to allow parking dimensional
relief at 71 Commonwealth Ave, Newton, Ward 7, on land known as Section 63 Block 01
Lots 13 and 13A, containing approximately 32,980 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned MULTI
RESIDENCE 1. Ref: 7.3.3,7.4,3.4.1,3.2.4,6.2.3.B.1,5.1.8.B.6, 5.1.13, 5.1.8.D.1, 6.2.3.B.2,
5.4.2 of Chapter 30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.

Land Use Approved 7-1 (Councilor Greenberg opposed)

Request to allow a three-story structure with 32 feet in height, an FAR of 1.25 and to
waive seven parking stalls at 296 Watertown Street

YOUNGSUN PARK petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to allow a three-story
structure with 32 feet in height; to allow an FAR of 1.25 and to reduce the number of
required parking stalls at 296 Watertown Street, Ward 1, Newton, on land known as
Section 11 Block 14 Lot 02, containing approximately 5,388 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned
BUSINESS 1. Ref: 7.3.3, 7.4, 4.1.2.B.3, 4.1.3, 5.1.4, 5.1.13 of Chapter 30 of the City of
Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.

Land Use Approved 7-0 (Councilor Markiewicz not voting)
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Referred to Zoning & Planning Committee
Monday, March 13, 2023

Present: Councilors Crossley (Chair), Albright, Danberg, Wright, Leary, Baker, Krintzman, and Ryan; also
present: Councilors Laredo, Lucas, Lipof, Greenberg, Bowman, Downs, Norton, Malakie, Oliver

#72-23

#38-22

Appointment of Jyothsna Buddharaju to the Planning & Development Board

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Jyothsna Buddharaju, 1175 Chestnut Street, Newton
as an alternate member of the Planning & Development Board for a term of office to expire
on July 31, 2026. (60 Days: 05/05/2023)

Zoning & Planning Approved 8-0

Discussion and review relative to the draft Zoning Ordinance regarding village centers
ZONING & PLANNING COMMITTEE requesting review, discussion and possible ordinance
amendments relative to Chapter 30 zoning ordinances pertaining to Mixed Use, business
districts and village districts relative to the draft Zoning Ordinance. (formerly #88-20)
Zoning & Planning Held 8-0

Referred to Programs & Services Committee
Wednesday, March 8, 2023

Present: Councilors Krintzman (Chair), Humphrey, Wright, Baker, Albright, Ryan, Noel, and Greenberg;
also present: Councilors Downs, Grossman, Malakie, Lipof, Lucas, Oliver, Markiewicz, Laredo, Leary, and

Danberg

#48-23

Appointment of Ruth Goldman to the Urban Tree Commission

HER HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Ruth Goldman, 117 Cypress Street, #2, Newton as a
member of the Urban Tree Commission for a term of office to expire on March 6, 2026.
(60 Days: 04/07/2023)

Programs & Services Approved 8-0

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation and Programs & Services Committees

#108-22

#567-22

Requesting report as to the implementation of the leaf-blower landscaper registration
and enforcement

COUNCILORS BAKER, GREENBERG. HUMPHREY, NOEL, ALBRIGHT, AND WRIGHT
requesting a report from the Executive Department, including the Chief of Police and the
Commissioner of Inspectional Services, as to the implementation of the leaf-blower
landscaper registration and enforcement ordinance amendments effective Labor Day
2021.

Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0 on 03/08/2023

Programs & Services Held 8-0

Discussion item and possible ordinance amendment regarding processes that could
prevent abandoned or condemned properties

COUNCILORS OLIVER, WRIGHT, AND LAREDO requesting a comprehensive discussion and
possible ordinance amendment regarding properties in the city that for various reasons
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are abandoned or condemned. We will expect to explore legal and financial City policies
and other topics that impact potential prevention of city-funded demolition projects.
Programs & Services Held 8-0

Referred to Programs & Services and Finance Committees
Requesting a discussion regarding Newton’s Economic Stability/Mobility Initiative
COUNCILORS LAREDO, NORTON, MALAKIE, BAKER, GENTILE, KRINTZMAN, WRIGHT,
OLIVER, AND GROSSMAN requesting a discussion with the Administration regarding
Newton’s Economic Stability/Mobility Initiative — A Partnership with EMPath, including the
amount of ARPA funds being used for the program; how much of this money will be paid
to EMPath and whether EMPath is contributing any of its own funds to this program;
additional city resources that will be used, directly or indirectly, for this program; the
expectations for this program beyond the initial two year period and what will be the
source of any additional funds for the program; and who in the city will be reviewing and
evaluating the success of this program.
Finance voted No Action Necessary 8-0 on 03/13/23
Programs & Services Held 7-0 (Councilor Baker Not Voting)

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation Committee
Wednesday, March 8, 2023

Present: Councilors Downs (Chair), Grossman, Malakie, Lipof, Lucas, Markiewicz, Bowman, and Oliver; also
present: Councilors Krintzman, Greenberg, Albright, Wright, Humphrey, Noel, Baker and Ryan

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation and Programs & Services Committees

#108-22

#75-23

Requesting report as to the implementation of the leaf-blower landscaper registration
and enforcement

COUNCILORS BAKER, GREENBERG. HUMPHREY, NOEL, ALBRIGHT, AND WRIGHT
requesting a report from the Executive Department, including the Chief of Police and the
Commissioner of Inspectional Services, as to the implementation of the leaf-blower
landscaper registration and enforcement ordinance amendments effective Labor Day
2021.

Programs & Services Held 8-0 on 03/08/23

Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation Committee
Requesting authorization to bring the City’s ordinances relating to special officers (i.e.
retired police officers) in conformance with the State law
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to bring the City’s ordinances relating
to special officers (i.e. retired police officers) in conformance with the State law governing
the Massachusetts Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST).
Public Safety & Transportation Approved 6-0 (Councilors Bowman and Oliver not voting)
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Referred to Public Safety & Transportation & Finance Committees
#86-23 Acceptance of $190,000 from MassDOT’s Community Transit Grant Program SFY23

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend the sum of one
hundred ninety thousand dollars ($190,000) in grant funding from MassDOT’s Community
Transit Grant Program SFY23 for the Newton in Motion (NewMo) Senior Transportation
microtransit program.

Finance Approved 8-0 on 03/13/23

Public Safety & Transportation Approved 6-0 (Councilors Bowman and Oliver Not Voting)

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation & Finance Committees
#85-23 Acceptance of $712,459 from MassDOT Community Connections Program
FY23-25
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend the sum of seven
hundred twelve thousand four hundred fifty nine dollars (5712,459) in grant funding from
MassDOT’s Community Connections Program FY23-25 for the Newton in Motion (NewMo)
microtransit program.
Finance Approved 8-0 on 03/13/23
Public Safety & Transportation Approved 6-0 (Councilors Bowman and Oliver Not Voting)

Referred to Public Facilities and Public Safety & Transportation Committees
#77-23 Discussion of short-term prevention strategies at Crafts/Albemarle/North Streets

COUNCILOR DOWNS, LEARY, NORTON, BOWMAN, MALAKIE, WRIGHT AND LUCAS

requesting a discussion of possible short-term prevention strategies at

Crafts/Albemarle/North Streets and surrounding areas to address safety and recent

crashes.

Public Safety & Transportation voted No Action Necessary 7-0 (Councilor Lipof not

voting)

Referred to Public Facilities Committee
Wednesday, March 8, 2023

Present: Councilors Leary (Chair), Kalis, Laredo, Danberg, Crossley, Gentile, and Kelley; Absent: Councilor
Norton

#49-23 Eversource petition for Grant of Location in Centre St
EVERSOURCE ENERGY petitioning for a grant of location to install one (1) hip guy and
anchor and remove one (1) tree guy from pole 73/78 on the westerly side, at #912 Centre
St. (Ward 7)
Public Facilities voted No Action Necessary 7-0

#78-23 Request for a grant of location in California St @ Bridge St intersection
NATIONAL GRID petition for a grant of location to relocate an existing regulator station
located at the intersection of California St. and Bridge St. along with a traffic box and three
vent poles. (Ward 1) as follows:
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#79-23
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e |Installation of a below grade vault within the public right of way at California St and
Bridge St
e Installation of one (1) traffic box and three (3) vent poles
Public Facilities Approved 7-0

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees
Authorization for MWRA grant/loan program
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend three
million two hundred fifty five thousand dollars ($3,255,000) in grant funding and
authorization to borrow one million eighty five thousand dollars (51,085,000) in an interest
free loan from the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority (MWRA) Sewer
Infiltration/Inflow Local Financial Assistance Program Phase 14, 25% loan/75% grant
program for a total of four million three hundred and forty thousand dollars ($4,340,000)
for the design and construction of Sewer CIP Project 9.
Finance Approved 8-0 on 03/13/23
Public Facilities Approved 7-0

Reappointment of Meryl Kessler to the Sustainable Materials Management Commission
HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Meryl Kessler, 147 Prince St, West Newton 02465
to the Sustainable Materials Management Commission for a term of office to expire
March 15, 2026. (60 days: 4/30/2023)

Public Facilities Approved 7-0

Reappointment of Carl Valente to the Sustainable Materials Management Commission
HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing Carl Valente, 84 Sumner St, Newton 02459 to the
Sustainable Materials Management Commission for a term of office to expire March 15,
2026. (60 days: 4/30/2023)

Public Facilities Approved 7-0

Referred to Finance Committee
Monday, March 13, 2023

Present: Councilors Grossman (Chair), Kalis, Malakie, Gentile, Norton, Humphrey, Oliver, and Noel; Also
Present: Councilor Lucas

#81-23

Acceptance of $11,939 from National Environmental Health Association

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend the sum of eleven
thousand nine hundred thirty nine dollars ($11,939) from the National Environmental
Health Association (NEHA). The award consists of a four thousand four hundred thirty-nine
dollar (54,439) base grant and a seven thousand five hundred dollar ($7,500) training add-
on grant. The funds will be used to improve the City’s conformance with the US Food and
Drug Administration’s Retail Program Standards.

Finance Approved 8-0
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Acceptance of $100,000 from Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend the sum of one
hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) in Green Communities Grant funding from the
Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources for LED lighting and controls at Newton
South High School and completing insulation, weatherstripping, and installation of heat
pumps at Fire Station 1.

Finance Approved 8-0

Appropriate $33,289 from the Energy Stabilization Fund

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend the sum of
thirty three thousand two hundred eighty nine dollars ($33,289) from the Energy
Stabilization Fund to complete the replacement of thermostats and control valves at Fire
Station 1.

Finance Approved 8-0

Acceptance of $69,878.60 from MassDEP’s Electric Vehicle Incentive Program

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend the sum of sixty
nine thousand eight hundred seventy eight dollars and sixty cents (569,878.60) in grant
funding from MassDEP’s Electric Vehicle Incentive Program — Public Access Charging for 5
EV chargers with 10 total ports.

Finance Approved 7-0-1 (Councilor Malakie abstaining)

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation & Finance Committees
Acceptance of $190,000 from MassDOT’s Community Transit Grant Program SFY23
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend the sum of one
hundred ninety thousand dollars ($190,000) in grant funding from MassDOT’s Community
Transit Grant Program SFY23 for the Newton in Motion (NewMo) Senior Transportation
microtransit program.
Public Safety & Transportation Approved 6-0 on 03/08/23 (Councilors Bowman and Oliver
Not Voting)
Finance Approved 8-0

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation & Finance Committees
Acceptance of $712,459 from MassDOT Community Connections Program
FY23-25
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend the sum of seven
hundred twelve thousand four hundred fifty nine dollars (5712,459) in grant funding from
MassDOT’s Community Connections Program FY23-25 for the Newton in Motion (NewMo)
microtransit program.
Public Safety & Transportation Approved 6-0 on 03/08/23 (Councilors Bowman and
Oliver Not Voting)
Finance Approved 8-0
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Referred to Programs & Services and Finance Committees
Requesting a discussion regarding Newton’s Economic Stability/Mobility Initiative
COUNCILORS LAREDO, NORTON, MALAKIE, BAKER, GENTILE, KRINTZMAN, WRIGHT,
OLIVER, LUCAS, AND GROSSMAN requesting a discussion with the Administration
regarding Newton’s Economic Stability/Mobility Initiative — A Partnership with EMPath,
including the amount of ARPA funds being used for the program; how much of this
money will be paid to EMPath and whether EMPath is contributing any of its own funds
to this program; additional city resources that will be used, directly or indirectly, for this
program; the expectations for this program beyond the initial two year period and what
will be the source of any additional funds for the program; and who in the city will be
reviewing and evaluating the success of this program.
Programs & Services Held 7-0 on 03/08/23 (Councilor Baker Not Voting)
Finance voted No Action Necessary 8-0
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