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MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 

CHESTNUT HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

DATE:      August 18, 2022 

 
PLACE/TIME:   Fully Remote 
 
ATTENDING:  Peter Vieira, FAIA, Chair 

Rick Wetmore, Member 
John Wyman, Member  
Scott Aquilina, Alternate 
Barbara Kurze, Commission Staff 
 

ABSENT:  Robert Imperato, Member 
Susana Lannik, Member  
Matthew Montgomery, Member  

 
The fully remote meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with Peter Vieira presiding as Chair. Voting 
permanent members were R. Wetmore, and J. Wyman. S. Aquilina was appointed to vote as a full member. B. 
Kurze acted as recording secretary and the meeting was recorded on Zoom. 
 
342 Beacon Street – Remediation Plan for Violation 
This review was continued from previous meetings. Tony Misdea presented a plan to mitigate the 
installed front walkway, stairs, and entry landing that the commission denied and determined was in 
violation. They proposed re-using the brick flipped on the side which would better match the brick on 
the house. And they proposed a new layout plan. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Assessors database map  
Decision determining violation  
Photo of house  
Photos of before and after work was done  
Brick make and color Photographs of proposed brick  
Sketch of proposed walkway  
MHC Form B 
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Commissioners agreed that the updated plans were appropriate and fit in with the house. S. Aquilina moved to 
approve the remediation plan as submitted. P. Vieira seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote, and the 
motion was denied, 3-1. R. Wetmore voted in the negative because he wanted the brick layout to be 
horizontal. There was discussion about the brick layout options, and the issues with using a horizontal brick 
layout pattern. R. Wetmore agreed that the proposed option was appropriate and moved to approve the 
remediation plan as submitted. J. Wyman seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote, and the motion was 
approved unanimously, 4-0. 
 

 
 
9 Old Orchard Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 
This review was continued from previous meetings. Franklin Schwarzer, Vahe Ohannessian and Erik 
Markarian presented an application to review the siding work. They also presented a new option to 
install the new electric meter; EverSource approved it to be in the basement, so it would not be visible 
on the outside of the house. The owners also wanted to install a kitchen hood vent. Two options were 
submitted to redesign the patio and outdoor kitchen area. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
EverSource approval to locate the electric meter in the basement 
Detail drawing and photo of location of hood vent 
March 2021 decision and approved plans for the patio and outdoor kitchen area 
Proposed patio options 
February 2021 decision and approved plans for siding 
Elevations showing areas of siding replaced by previous owners and areas of siding proposed for replacement 
in 
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2021 
 
There was discussion about the siding and what were the conditions before the work to repair and replace was 
done. F. Schwarzer noted that there were different conditions in different areas; for example, there was some 
existing smooth siding on the building before work started. P. Vieira commented that the least appropriate 
siding was the smooth siding used by the previous owners for repairs. S. Aquilina said that the Durant Kendrick 
property tried to match the variety of historic siding and did not match inappropriate contemporary siding. J. 
Wyman agreed that would be the best approach and said the applicants should develop a proposal with 
samples and schedule a site visit so that commissioners could understand the proposed work before reviewing 
it in a meeting. The applicants agreed in writing to continue the review of the siding. 
 
Commissioners appreciated that the applicants had worked with the utility company to locate the meter 
where it would not be visible. This would be administratively approved. 
 
P. Vieira said that the kitchen vent should not come out through the fascia and break the trim line. The 
applicants agreed to come back with drawings to show the interior conditions so the commission could 
understand what options might be possible. There was discussion about the two rear patio and outdoor 
kitchen options and ways to treat the stair area to be less obtrusive. S. Aquilina thought millwork might help; 
commissioners also said plantings could work. The applicants agreed in writing to continue the review of the 
vent and the rear patio and outdoor kitchen to a future regularly scheduled meeting. 
 
24 Essex Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 
This review was continued from previous meetings. Matt Sargent, Sean Papich, and Darla Soukas presented an 
application to renovate the existing house and garage, demolish the greenhouse addition, and build a new 
addition and a tennis pavilion. The side of the new addition was moved away from the setback to minimize the 
impact on the mature trees and the neighbor. The applicants met with the neighbors to review the project.  

Materials Reviewed: 
Assessor’s database map 
Photos of existing house and garage 
Survey 
Plans 
Demolition plans 
Renderings 
Site plan 
Elevations 
Landscape rendering and plans 
Photos of architectural details 
Material specifications 
Door and window details 
Energy compliance data 
MHC Form B 
Letters from abutters 
 
Neighbor Dave Croll said the supported the changes; he was concerned that the previous plans would 
endanger mature trees along the property line and the new plans did not appear to impact those trees. 
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M. Sargent explained that they had added visual cues for the front entry area. A planter marked the former 
front entrance and there were markers for the new front entrance. Commissioners said the changes to the 
front entry area were appropriate. P. Vieira commented that the applicants addressed the commissioners’ 
concerns. S. Papich presented the landscape and hardscape plan. P. Vieira commented that the site was 
predominantly open, natural, and transparent, and some of the elements, such as the parking areas, were not 
consistent with that. R. Wetmore was concerned about the electronic gate and six-foot-high wall. S. Aquilina 
wanted more information about what it would look like from the street and how it compared to the 
neighboring streetscape. There was discussion about the driveway area materials. Commissioners asked for 
more materials such as renderings or photos of conditions like what was proposed. The applicants agreed in 
writing to continue the review to a future regularly scheduled meeting. 
 
65 Suffolk Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 
Adrienne Morgan presented an application to change the exterior paint color palette to a gray body color and 
white trim color. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Assessors database map 
Photos of the existing house and garage 
Photos of the paint samples 
Information about the proposed paint color palette 
MHC Form B 
 
Commissioners had looked at the samples onsite and agreed that the proposed color palette was appropriate. 
J. Wyman noted that the existing colors were done by Perry Company. R. Wetmore moved to grant a 
Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted. S. Aquilina seconded the motion. There was a 
roll call vote, and the motion was passed unanimously, 4-0. 
 
RECORD OF ACTION: 

DATE: August 19, 2022 

SUBJECT: 65 SUFFOLK RD - Certificate of Appropriateness 

 

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on August 18, 2022 the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, by roll call 

vote of 4-0, 

RESOLVED to grant  a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 65 SUFFOLK RD to change the 

exterior paint color palette to a gray body color and white trim color. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused: 

• Peter Vieira, Chair, 

FAIA 

• John Wyman, Member 

• Rick Wetmore, Member 

• Scott Aquilina, Alternate 

 

   

 
 
7 Reservoir Avenue – Certificate of Appropriateness 
Joan O’Donnell presented an application to replace the garage doors, paint the garage siding white, and 
remove two windows and cover the openings with siding to match the existing siding. 



Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission 
Page 5 of 8  

 

Preserving the Past    Planning for the Future 

  
Materials Reviewed: 
Assessors database map 
Photos of elevations, garage doors and windows 
Proposed garage doors 
Photos of examples of brick houses with white additions 
MHC Form B 
 
Commissioners agreed that the proposed project was appropriate and that either garage door option could be 
used. R. Wetmore moved to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted. S. Aquilina 
seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote, and the motion was passed unanimously, 4-0. 
 

RECORD OF ACTION: 

DATE: August 19, 2022 

SUBJECT: 7 RESERVOIR AVE - Certificate of Appropriateness 

 

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on August 18, 2022 the Chestnut Hill Historic District 

Commission, by roll call vote of 4-0, 

RESOLVED to grant  a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 7 RESERVOIR AVE to 

to replace garage doors with either of the proposed options, paint all of the non-brick siding with white 

color to match previously approved trim paint color and remove two windows and cover the openings with 

siding to match existing. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused: 

• Peter Vieira, Chair, 

FAIA 

• John Wyman, 

Member 

• Rick Wetmore, 

Member 

• Scott Aquilina, 

Alternate 

   

124 Chestnut Hill Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 
Ralph Kilfoyle presented an application to remove 14 trees, install hardscaping, and put in new 
plantings. The driveway would be replaced in-kind, poured concrete walkways would be replaced with 
brick, and a bluestone patio would be installed in the back and the retaining wall would be repaired and 
replaced in-kind. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Assessors database map 
Site plan 
Landscape plan 
Photos of trees to be removed 
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Commissioners wanted better documentation and more details about the project. J. Wyman said the 
commission needed to see a report from an arborist identifying which trees were diseased and a plan showing 
trees to be removed, trees planted, and landscaping details. S. Aquilina said the setting would change if 
mature trees were replaced with screening trees, and if the mix of deciduous and evergreens was changed. He 
thought a site visit would be helpful once the plans were ready. More details were required for the walkways. 
The applicant agreed in writing to continue the review of these items to a future regularly scheduled meeting. 
 
Commissioners agreed that the patio with the retaining wall and the driveway could be granted a Certificate of 
Non-Applicability with the requirement that documentation be provided showing existing conditions and 
dimensions. J. Wyman moved to grant a Certificate of Non-Applicability for the application for the driveway as 
submitted with conditions. S. Aquilina seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote, and the motion was 
passed unanimously, 4-0. J. Wyman moved to grant a Certificate of Non-Applicability for the application for the 
back patio and retaining wall as submitted with conditions. S. Aquilina seconded the motion. There was a roll 
call vote, and the motion was passed unanimously, 4-0. 
 

 
 

 
 

32 Gate House Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 
This review was continued from previous meetings. Douglas Stefanov and Nanette Lewis presented an 
application to build a front entry vestibule and install two condensers on the left side of the house, one 
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on each side of the bulkhead. The proposed front entry vestibule was modeled after the one at 25 
Chestnut Hill Terrace. The condenser closest to the front would be screened with plantings. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Assessors database map 
Photos of the house 
Existing and proposed site plans 
Plans including location of condensers 
Existing elevations and roof plan 
Photo of vestibule at 25 Chestnut Hill Terrace 
Demolition plan 
Proposed elevations and roof plan 
Photo of existing window 
Proposed windows and door 
MHC Form B 
Administrative discussion 
 
Commission members appreciated the applicants’ efforts to produce a design that was complimentary to the 
house and agreed that the project was appropriate. P. Vieira moved to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness 
for the application as submitted. R. Wetmore seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote, and the motion 
was passed 4-0. 
 

RECORD OF ACTION: 

DATE: August 19, 2022 

SUBJECT: 32 GATE HOUSE RD - Certificate of Appropriateness 

 

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on August 18, 2022 the Chestnut Hill Historic District 

Commission, by roll call vote of 4-0, 

RESOLVED to grant  a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 32 GATE HOUSE RD to 

build a front entry vestibule and install condensers with screening. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused: 

• Peter Vieira, Chair, 

FAIA 

• John Wyman, 

Member 

• Rick Wetmore, 

Member 

• Scott Aquilina, 

Alternate 

   

 

 Administrative discussion 
Minutes: The July 2022 minutes were approved with several edits. 
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The meeting was adjourned at 11:10 p.m. 
 
Recorded by B. Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner 


