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February 22, 2023
Newton City Council
Newton City Hall
1000 Commonwealth Avenue
Newton, MA 02459

Re: Indigo Hotel, Possible Emergency Housing
Honorable City Councilors,

Massachusetts is experiencing a housing crisis with high prices, limited options, and a shortage of temporary
emergency housing. The increase in migrant arrivals has caused further strain on the State’s emergency housing
facilities. The State’s Department of Housing and Community Development has been working for months on
addressing this need for more temporary emergency shelter.

Newton is a welcoming community that supports our State’s important efforts to address this humanitarian
crisis. We stand ready to support the Commonwealth in the obligation to affirmatively further fair housing and
our status as a right to shelter state.

| have yet to hear from the State officially on any possible temporary housing here in Newton. We recently
learned, however, that Mark Development has been exploring the possibility with the State of using the
shuttered Indigo Hotel at Riverside for temporary emergency housing. We will actively assist in this exploration
if/when it becomes a real possibility.

In 2020, we had a brief discussion with Mark Development about using the Hotel Indigo for first responders
during the COVID pandemic. The building had not only been vacant but also had been emptied in preparation

for demolition. Thus, three years ago it required work to become habitable.

| have alerted our Housing and Inspectional Services divisions, our Health and Human Services Department, the
Newton Public Schools, and our Police and Fire personnel and we are ready to provide support if needed.

We will work closely with our City Councilors and School Committee members as well.
At this early time, there are a lot of unknowns. | will keep our community informed along the way.
Sincerely,
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Ruthanne Fuller
Mayor
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