Programs & Services Committee Report

City of Newton
In City Council

Thursday, February 16, 2023

Present: Councilors Krintzman (Chair), Humphrey, Wright, Baker, Albright, Ryan, and Greenberg
Absent: Councilor Noel

Also Present: Councilors Malakie, Lucas, Kelley, and Norton

City Staff: Nicole Banks, Commissioner of Parks, Recreation and Culture, Luis Perez Demorizi,
Director of Parks and Open Space; Derek Mannion, Superintendent of Maintenance; Jonathan

Yeo, Chief Operating Officer; and Jaclyn Norton, Committee Clerk

For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the following
link: Programs & Services Committee February 16, 2023 (newtv.org)

#370-22 Discussion on Field Maintenance Plan
COUNCILORS KRINTZMAN, BOWMAN, KELLEY, LIPOF, KALIS, LAREDO, CROSSLEY,
ALBRIGHT, HUMPHREY, LUCAS, MALAKIE, WRIGHT, MARKIEWIZ, NOEL, DOWNS,
LEARY, NORTON, OLIVER AND DANBERG requesting a discussion with the
Commissioner of Parks, Recreation and Culture about the maintenance plan for
our parks, recreation and culture resources, including recreational fields. This
discussion should include an articulation of how additional funds based upon a
budget increase and newly collected user group field fees in the upcoming fiscal
year will be utilized. Time permitting, the discussion should also include a
description of the capital projects on recreational fields that the department
intends to complete in the upcoming fiscal year.

Action: Programs and Services Held 7-0

Note: The Chair read the item into the record and introduced Nicole Banks,
Commissioner of Parks, Recreation and Culture, and Luis Perez Demorizi, Director of Parks and
Open Space to present on the Department's maintenance plan.

Mr. Demorizi noted the petition received from the Newton Athletic Fields Foundation in late 2020
that sought formal commitments from the Mayor, City Council, and the Department to improve
the quality and increase the number of athletic fields. The Department has also had multiple
meetings with the Fields Subcommittee of the Parks and Recreation Commission on how to
improve the quality of athletic fields. The objectives of the athletic fields plan were also outlined
to the Committee and can be found in the attached presentation.


https://newtv.org/recent-video/107-committee-meetings-and-public-hearings/7909-programs-services-committee-february-16-2023
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Derek Mannion, Superintendent of Maintenance outlined an overview of the maintenance that

is overseen by the Department. This includes seven moving contracts for 167 different locations

which include all grounds within the City. Mr. Mannion then described the turf management

needed at irrigated fields. These include aeration, slice seeding, fertilizer, topdressing, mowing,

dethatching, Integrated Pest Management (IPM), and partnerships with outside contractors and

consultants. The IPM strategy of the Department consists of photographing and documenting

the field condition throughout the growing season and a census of all weeds present in the field
after the growing season. This is done using a grid system to ensure accuracy.

The operating budget for athletic grass turf management since FY19 has increased by 757% which
has resulted in a 125% increase in locations and a 218% increase in acres maintained per fiscal
year. Mr. Mannion also outlined the increased cost of perennial ryegrass over the last 33 months
and increases in the cost of aerifying, slice seeding, fertilizing, and topdressing. It was also noted
that in 20222 as a result of less rainfall, the Department became aware of areas where irrigation
systems needed to be improved. Case studies of multiple fields in Newton were presented to
show the impacts of the maintenance performed by the Department.

The attached presentation documented an inventory and analysis of open space in Newton along
with how much is currently allocated to athletic fields. Mr. Perez Demorizi also provided an
analysis of athletic field participants which demonstrated a 64% growth from 2021 to 2022. The
5-year capital improvement strategy for athletic fields and the project prioritization criteria were
presented. The Department is also looking at improving project management for these capital
projects and finding ways to maximize existing field space to better meet use needs.

Regarding sports lighting at athletic fields, Mr. Perez Demorizi noted that this has led to an
average annual use expansion of 500 hours. An overview of current lighted facilities and how the
Department is working to expand lighting were provided.

Regarding synthetic turf, the Department currently oversees three projects at two locations and
plans to eventually add two more synthetic fields. Commissioner Banks noted that synthetic turf
can provide near year-round use, unlimited use in peak-use seasons, zero downtime due to
weather, and that a single synthetic turf field’s capacity is equivalent to 3 grass fields. The
benefits of having synthetic turf and sports lighting at the high schools were also outlined.
Commissioner Banks citing the attached chart demonstrated that Newton has fewer synthetic
turf fields and over double the number of students per synthetic turf field than surrounding
communities.

A Councilor referencing the operating budget for field maintenance asked how many fields are
not being served with that budget. Mr. Mannion noted that those numbers are not readily
available but are willing to provide them later. It was later noted by Commissioner Banks that the
operating budget mentioned does not include any money from fees. Another Councilor sought
clarification on if the City would be willing to purchase more field space and what the Department
is doing regarding stormwater mitigation on new projects. Regarding purchasing new field space
Mr. Perez Demorizi stated that the Department is looking to first find ways to maximize current
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field space. Jonathan Yeo, Chief Operating Officer noted that the City is willing to purchase new

land for field space if necessary. Regarding stormwater mitigation, both Mr. Perez Demorizi and

Commissioner Banks noted that Consultants are finding ways to mitigate stormwater and that
the Department has recently filled open positions that are helping to ensure this as well.

Councilors voted 7-0 on a motion to hold from Councilor Albright.

#47-23 Citizens Group Petition for moratorium on new or replacement artificial turf in
Newton
MELISSA BROWN ET AL., petitioning pursuant to Article 10, Sec. 10-2 of the City of
Newton Charter, for the City Council to pass a measure postponing any immediate
action for new or replacement artificial turf anywhere in Newton pending the
completion, public presentation, and public hearing for the following:
comprehensive study of demand for playing fields and adequacy of field
scheduling system; incorporating health and medical guidelines for physical
activity on artificial turf into definition of playability; development of sustainable
and organic management plan for existing and future natural grass playing fields’
and a comparative analysis by independent researchers of total cost of natural
grass fields versus artificial turf.

Action: Programs & Services voted No Action Necessary 6-1 (Councilor Wright Opposed)

Note: The Chair read the item and petition into the record and noted that pursuant to
Sec. 10-2 of the City of Newton Charter the City Council must take an action on the petition
within 3 months. Later in the discussion, a Councilor sought clarification on when the petition
was filed. The Clerk noted that the petition was submitted with sufficient signatures on January
25, 2023.

The Public Hearing was opened.

Melissa Brown, 959 Chestnut St, noted the health risks of artificial turf. It was also stated that
this petition intends to ensure Newton is doing proper due diligence when it comes to synthetic
turf within the City.

Brita Lundberg, MD, 5 Oakwood Terrace, is Chair of Greater Boston Physicians for Social
Responsibility. Dr. Lundberg noted the adverse health effects that result from artificial turf
including but not limited to higher temperatures than grass fields and forever chemicals
present in artificial turf.

The adverse health impacts of artificial turf along with PFAS regulations in the European Union
and Massachusetts were mentioned by multiple speakers. They include the following: Lisa
Goodwin Robbins, 93 Hancock Ave; Dr. Kyla Bennett, an Easton resident; Laura Spark, a Boston
resident; and Andrew Thompson, 37 Randlett Park.
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Ellie Goldberg, 79 Elmer St, noted previous instances in that manufacturers knew something
was dangerous before the public. Artificial turf was liked in these instances due to the presence
of forever chemicals and advocated for more studies into the impacts of artificial turf. Similar
remarks were made by Martina Jackson, 115 Lowell Ave; and Claudette Beit Aharon, 566 Centre
St.

Ralph Ranalli, 16 Wareham Rd, expressed support for transitioning away from synthetic turf
fields but acknowledged that this needs to be over time.

Barbara Brousal-Glaser, 20 Auburndale Avenue, noted that while the Park, Recreation and
Culture Department has taken steps to ensure this turf is less toxic, the City should not settle
for less toxic. She also expressed the need for better management of grass fields to allow for
higher use.

Midge Connolly, a Newton resident, noted she is a member of the Parks and Recreation
Commission and stated that the Department has been moving away from crumb rubber infill in
new synthetic turf projects.

The following individuals expressed generalized support for the petition: Ted Hess-Mahan, 871
Watertown St; Susan Mirsky, 68 High Street; Amy Sangiolo, 389 Central Street; and Julia Wolfe,
170 Cherry St.

Reese Genser, a Newton resident, noted that the concerns raised by individuals regarding
synthetic turf are valid but need further context. He further stated that grass only is not feasible
and would eventually like an alternative to turf.

David Belfort, 115 Claremont St, noted the socio-economic need for synthetic turf fields in
providing adequate field space. He also noted the constraints that grass fields have due to
weather. Constraints of grass fields due to weather were also mentioned by David Teszler, a
Newton resident.

Burt Kanovsky, 423 Albemarle Rd, is the head of Newton Ultimate and noted the difficulties his
program will have in securing field space currently. He also voiced the socio-economic concerns
previously mentioned further noting that smaller programs like his may close if field capacity is
significantly decreased.

The following individuals cited generalized opposition to the petition: John Rice, 9 Selden St;
Melissa Dietrich, 30 Sheldon Rd; and Barry Elliot, a Newton resident.

The Public hearing was closed 7-0 with the motion from Councilor Albright.
Multiple Councilors sought clarification on how this petition if passed would affect the funding

request for turf replacement at Newton South High School that was recently approved by the
City Council. The Chair noted that the Law Department would need to be consulted regarding
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the full impact of this citizen petition if passed on that appropriation. Multiple Councilors raised
concern about adding turf fields and expressed a desire to docket a new item requesting the
studies mentioned in the petition. It was also expressed by a Councilor that a vote of no action
necessary might be the best option procedurally with the intent to docket this new item.

Committee members voted 6-1 (Councilor Wright Opposed) on a motion of No Action
Necessary from Councilor Baker.

The meeting adjourned at 9:30pm.
Respectfully Submitted,

Josh Krintzman, Chair
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