
 

The  location of this meeting  is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons 
with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the City 
of  Newton’s  ADA  Coordinator,  Jini  Fairley,  at  least  two  business  days  in  advance  of  the  meeting: 
jfairley@newtonma.gov  or  (617)  796‐1253.  The  city’s  TTY/TDD  direct  line  is:  617‐796‐1089.  For  the 
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711. 

 

Programs & Services Committee Agenda 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council  

 
Thursday, February 16, 2023 

 

7:00 PM 
City Council Chamber (Room 207) 
The Programs & Services Committee will hold this meeting as a hybrid meeting 
on Thursday, February 16, 2023 at 7:00 PM that the public may access in‐person 
or  virtually  via  Zoom.  To  attend  this  meeting  via  Zoom  use  this  link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87591766642  or  call  1‐646‐558‐8656  and  use  the 
following Meeting ID: 875 9176 6642 
 

Items Scheduled for Discussion: 
 
#370‐22   Discussion on Field Maintenance Plan  

COUNCILORS KRINTZMAN, BOWMAN, KELLEY, LIPOF, KALIS, LAREDO, CROSSLEY, 
ALBRIGHT, HUMPHREY, LUCAS, MALAKIE, WRIGHT, MARKIEWIZ, NOEL, DOWNS, 
LEARY, NORTON, OLIVER AND DANBERG requesting a discussion with the 
Commissioner of Parks, Recreation and Culture about the maintenance plan for 
our parks, recreation and culture resources, including recreational fields. This 
discussion should include an articulation of how additional funds based upon a 
budget increase and newly collected user group field fees in the upcoming fiscal 
year will be utilized. Time permitting, the discussion should also include a 
description of the capital projects on recreational fields that the department 
intends to complete in the upcoming fiscal year.  
Programs and Services Held 7‐0 on 06/22/22 
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Public Hearing 
#47‐23  Citizens Group Petition for moratorium on new or replacement artificial turf in 

Newton 
  MELISSA BROWN ET AL., petitioning pursuant to Article 10, Sec. 10‐2 of the City of 

Newton Charter, for the City Council to pass a measure postponing any immediate 
action  for new or  replacement artificial  turf anywhere  in Newton pending  the 
completion,  public  presentation,  and  public  hearing  for  the  following: 
comprehensive  study  of  demand  for  playing  fields  and  adequacy  of  field 
scheduling  system;  incorporating  health  and  medical  guidelines  for  physical 
activity on artificial turf into definition of playability; development of sustainable 
and organic management plan for existing and future natural grass playing fields’ 
and a comparative analysis by  independent researchers of total cost of natural 
grass fields versus artificial turf.  

 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Josh Krintzman, Chair  























































From: Mellssa Brown  <f 
Subject: petition 

Date: January 18, 2023 at 2.18 PM 
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From: Melissa Brown  ~ 
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In accordance with Article 10, Section 10-2 of the Newton Charter, each of the undersigned requests that the 

City Council of the City of Newton pass the following measure: the City of Newton postpone any immediate 

action for new or replacement artificial turf anywhere in Newton pending the completion, public presentation, 

and public hearing of each of the following: 

1. A comprehensive study of the demand for playing fields by school sports, youth sport~. camps, and the 

general public and the adequacy of the field scheduling system; 

2. The incorporation into the definition of playability health and medical guidelines for physical activity on 

artificial turf to avoid heat stroke, heat cramps, heat exhaustion, chemical exposure, and other harm, 

including specifically the greater health impacts on young children. 

3. The development of a sustainable and organic management and maintenance plan for existing and future · 

natural grass playing fields, using such proven methods as those of Osborne Organics 
. ~ 

(ht"ps://osborneorganics.com/method/); ~ · 

4. A comparative analysis by independent researchers of the total costs of natur~ rass fie~ v~ s artificial 
. . ~S?. :.it- (J 

turf, including 0 -4 t"' . fl\ 
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a. disposal of current turf fields (meeting legal requirements for hazardous waste-~ ~ recyc~ le ~ terials); 

b. preparation and installation of new fields; ?7 ~ ~ CJ 
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c. annual and routine maintenance chemicals and supplies, operations, and repai~ o 
c.T' "" d. measuring and monitoring environmental contamination from run-off for PFAS, nifcroplastics, and other 

hazardous materials; 

e. repairing fields after extreme heat and extreme storm events; 

f. potential liability for hazardous material contamination (PFAS) at greater than 20 parts per trillion (PFAS 

lnteraqency Task Force Report, Massachusetts, April 2022, p. 60). 

Each of the undersigned certifies that the signer is a registered voter of the City of Newton and that the 

signer has not signed this citizens' petition more than once. 
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