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STAFF MEMORANDUM
Meeting Date: February 16, 2023
DATE: February 9, 2023
TO: Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission
FROM: Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner
SUBJECT: Additional Review Information

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being reviewed
and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making process of Chestnut
Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the Chestnut Hill HDC can take into
consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application.

Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members,

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you should
have received in your meeting packet.

Applications
342 Beacon Street — Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1947 Colonial Revival was first occupied by lawyer Frank J. Penny.

APPLICATION PROCESS: This review is continued from the previous meeting. The applicants want to install a
wrought iron handrail on the stairs leading up from the front sidewalk because of safety concerns. This is required
by Inspectional Services.

Note: The applicants have provided detailed drawings showing dimensions. Two options were submitted for the
balusters — one with all straight balusters and one with alternating straight and turned balusters. Two options
were submitted for the detail at the ends of the top railing: one curls under and the other flares out. The 3-D
drawing for the option where the top railing end curls under does not show the correct detail.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/759770
PDF File: Compiled Materials 342 Beacon wrought iron railing

Assessors database map
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Photos

Railing drawings with dimensions

MHC Form B

70 Suffolk Road — Certificate of Appropriateness

Note: the back of the property is visible from the MBTA line.

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1928 Colonial Revival house was designed by Coolidge, Shepley, Bulfinch, and Abbott.
The first owner was Samuel Eliot who worked in real estate; his offices were at 131 State Street in Boston.

APPLICATION PROCESS: This owner wants to amend the previously approved plans for the new addition, rear
dormers, attached one-car garage, hardscaping, and landscaping. The owner also wants to add a metal canopy to
the informal entry on the north facade; and to build a new pool and pool house structure.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/782323
PDF File: Compiled Materials 70 Suffolk
Project description

MHC Form B

Site plan and assessors database map
1928 blueprints

Survey

Existing elevations and roof plan

Photos

Demolition plans

Proposed site plan

Proposed elevations and roof plan
Proposed building sections
Architectural detail drawings

Window detail drawings

Proposed pool house roof plan and elevations
Renderings

Material specifications

Landscape project description

Existing conditions plan

Demolition and tree removal plan
Proposed conditions plan
Neighborhood precedents

Photos

Trash enclosure

Fireplace

Proposed materials

12 Acacia Avenue — Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1927 Colonial Revival house was first occupied by John S. Keohane who was the
president of the J.G. Pierce company of Boston.

APPLICATION PROCESS: This review is continued from a previous meeting. The owner wants to install hardscaping,
including retaining walls at the front of the house, and a patio and walkway at the back.
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Note: Commissioners asked for illustrations, wall section cuts with heights and thicknesses, and details about
drainage pipes.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/782376
PDF Files: Compiled Materials 12 Acacia

Assessors database map

Landscape and hardscape renderings, plans, and existing photos
Wall details and sections

Drainage plan

Hardscape material details

Grading plan

Planting plan

Civil plan

Drainage details

Watershed maps

Existing conditions site plan

MHC Form B

Administrative discussion
Minutes: The August 2022 and January 2023 draft minutes are included for review.

Rules & Regulations and Design Guidelines: continue discussion of the drafts and next steps.

Remote meeting update
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