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MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARINGS
NEWTONVILLE HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

DATE: December 1, 2022

PLACE/TIME: Full Remote Zoom Meeting
7:30 p.m.

ATTENDING: Jim Gross, Chair

Ralph Abele, Member

John Martin, Member

Dave Morton, Member

David Weinstein, Alternate
Lara Kritzer, Commission Staff

ABSENT: Scott Friedman, Member

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. with Jim Gross presiding as Chair. Voting permanent members
were R. Abele, J. Martin, and D. Morton. Alternate D. Weinstein was appointed to vote as a full member. L.

Kritzer acted as recording secretary and the meeting was digitally recorded on Zoom.

122 Lowell Avenue — Certificate of Appropriateness

The review was continued from a previous meeting. Elvin Ruan presented an application to install a condenser,
service box and conduits. He confirmed that some of the conduits could be closer to three-and-a-quarter-inch

which was smaller than the five-inch conduits previously proposed.

Materials Reviewed:

Assessors database map

Photos

Photos with sketch of installation plan
Product information

MHC Form B

Commissioners appreciated that the owners were willing to explore other options, but were still concerned
about the number of conduits and their visibility from the street if the trees and vegetation were removed. D.
Morton said that painting the conduits would not make the installation look appropriate and that this would
set a bad precedent. J. Martin agreed that it was not appropriate and said that the contractor should be able
to run most of the conduits through the interior. Other commissioners agreed. There was discussion about
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other options including interior conduits or an attic system. D. Morton agreed to meet on site with the owner
to review possible options. E. Ruan agreed to withdraw the application; he would submit a new application
once he had more information on other options.

142 Lowell Avenue — Certificate of Appropriateness

William Kloss presented an application to replace a section of stockade fencing with a different design solid
cedar wood fence. The new fence would be consistent with the fence being installed by Korf to separate the
commercial properties, such as the post office, from the residential properties.

Materials Reviewed:
Assessors database map
Photos

Fence plan

Product information
Fence design

Project description
MHC Form B

Commissioners confirmed that the fence would not be painted but would age to a gray color like the existing
fence sections. Neighbor Bob Smith (40 Foster) supported the project. D. Weinstein moved to grant a
Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted. R. Abele seconded the motion. There was a roll
call vote and the motion passed unanimously, 4-0 with one abstention. J. Martin abstained because the
company providing the fence was a client of his.

RECORD OF ACTION:
DATE: December 5, 2022
SUBJECT: 142 LOWELL AVE - Certificate of Appropriateness

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on December 1, 2022 the Newtonville Historic District Commission, by roll call
vote of 4-0 with one abstention,

RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 142 LOWELL AVE to replace the
existing stockade fence on the right property line.

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused:

e Jim Gross, Chair
¢ Ralph Abele, Member
e David Morton, Member ¢ John Martin, Member

e David Weinstein,
Alternate

The meeting was adjourned at 8:08 p.m.
Recorded by L. Kritzer
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