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MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 

CHESTNUT HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

DATE:      June 16 , 2022 

 
PLACE/TIME:   Fully Remote 
 
ATTENDING:  Peter Vieira, FAIA, Chair 

Susana Lannik, Member  
Matthew Montgomery, Member  
John Wyman, Member  
Barbara Kurze, Commission Staff 
 

ABSENT:  Robert Imperato, Member 
Rick Wetmore, Member 
 

The fully remote meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with Peter Vieira presiding as Chair. Voting 
permanent members were S. Lannik, M. Montgomery, and J. Wyman. B. Kurze acted as recording secretary 
and the meeting was recorded on Zoom. 
 
P. Vieiera noted that 61 Gate House Road had withdrawn their application for this meeting and would come to 
a future meeting. 
 
152 Suffolk Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 
This review was continued from previous meetings. The owners presented an application to add decking and 
wrought iron guardrails to the second story porches on either end of the house. A new shed would be built 
across from the existing garage bays. A terrace structure with a pool and pergola, and a sports court with court 
lighting and fencing would be built at the back of the property. The children’s play structure which was put in 
without commission approval would be moved to the back of the house. Additional exterior lighting would be 
installed. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Assessors database map 
Project presentation 
Narratives from architect and landscape architect 
Photographs 
Documentation for staked out areas 
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Landscape plans 
Elevations 
Product and material information 
Presentation on other pools and sports structures in Chestnut Hill 
MA Department of Environmental Protection – Order of Conditions 
Chapman and Frazier Historic Elevations and Plan 
Historic photos 
Excerpt from Gardens of Chestnut Hill 
Houghton Garden trail guide with history of Houghton Garden 
MHC Form B 
 
Commission members agreed that mock-up and submission for the second-story porch guardrails were 
appropriate. P. Vieira moved to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the second-story porch guardrails as 
submitted in drawings dated 3-31-2022 A201, A202, A203, A204, and the photograph of the mock-up. S. Lannik 
seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote, and the motion was passed unanimously, 4-0. 
 
There was discussion about the proposed shed and generator. Commissioners noted that the additional garage 
bay was a big concession, and they did not want to see another structure of this size which disrupted the 
relation of the house with the historic carriage house. Commissioners suggested a smaller shed structure and a 
different location for the generator might be appropriate.  
 
Commissioners appreciated the efforts to make the pool terrace fit in better by lowering it. P. Vieira requested 
more details about how the stone retaining walls would look and how they would be capped. J. Wyman noted 
that the setting needed to keep an informal, natural look consistent with the historic property and with the 
district. The pergola and grill area had minimal impact and visibility. Commissioners did not support the sports 
court and wanted to see plans that showed that area without the sports court; they supported keeping the 
natural slope.  
 
Commissioners said that the project was headed in the right direction and requested that the owners come 
back with details for the proposed pool terrace wall, cap and railing and come back with the full details of the 
site work at the back. The owners agreed in writing to continue the review of the open items to a future 
regularly scheduled meeting. 
 
RECORD OF ACTION:   
DATE: June 17, 2022 
SUBJECT:  152 Suffolk Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 
 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on June 16, 2022, the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, by roll call 
vote of 4-0, 
RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted at 152 Suffolk Road to install guardrails 
on the second-story porches as submitted in drawings dated 3-31-2022 A201, A202, A203, A204, and the photograph of the 
mock-up. 

Voting in the Affirmative:    

Peter Vieira, Chair   Susana Lannik, Member 
Matthew Montgomery, Member  John Wyman, Member      

 
7 Reservoir Avenue – Certificate of Appropriateness 
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Joan O’Donnell presented an application to install a mailbox in the front entry alcove area and to 
change the exterior light fixtures; the intent was to have a unified look for the lighting. The paint color 
of the windows would be changed from white to black and the white colored trim would be painted 
white. The deck and the pergola on the back of the house would be removed. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Assessors database map 
Photographs 
Product and material information 
 
Commissioners agreed that the proposed changes were appropriate. P. Vieira moved to grant a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for the application as presented and the owners had the option to install the mailbox on 
either side. J. Wyman seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote, and the motion was passed 
unanimously, 4-0. 
 

RECORD OF ACTION: 

DATE: June 17, 2022 

SUBJECT: 7 RESERVOIR AVE - Certificate of Appropriateness 

 

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on June 16, 2022 the Chestnut Hill Historic District 

Commission, by roll call vote of 4-0, 

RESOLVED to grant  a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 7 RESERVOIR 

AVE to 

install a mailbox in the front entry alcove area with the option to mount it on either side, to change 

the exterior light fixtures to have unified design, to change the paint color of the windows from white 

to black and keep the white colored trim, and to remove the deck and the pergola on the back of the 

house. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused: 

• Peter Vieira, Chair, 

FAIA 

• Susana Lannik, 

Member 

• Matthew 

Montgomery, Vice 

Chair 

• John Wyman, 

Member 

   

28 Chestnut Hill Terrace – Certificate of Appropriateness 
Tom Fleck and Pat Welbourne presented an application to remove the fire escape and right side second 
story door and deck. The siding would be patched with materials to match the existing and the roof 
would be replaced with a rubber roof. The rear wood deck and railing would be replaced; they 
proposed using Ipe (wood) decking and a composite AZEK white railing system. 
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Materials Reviewed: 
Assessors database map 
Photographs 
Product and material information 
MHC Form B 
 
Commissioners agreed that the project was appropriate. P. Vieira moved to grant a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for the application as presented with requirements regarding the replacement roof and new 
railing system. J. Wyman seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote, and the motion was passed 
unanimously, 4-0. 
 

RECORD OF ACTION: 

DATE: June 17, 2022 

SUBJECT: 28 CHESTNUT HILL TER - Certificate of Appropriateness 

 

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on June 16, 2022 the Chestnut Hill Historic District 

Commission, by roll call vote of 4-0, 

RESOLVED to grant  a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 28 CHESTNUT 

HILL TER to remove the right-side fire escape and second story door and deck, patch the siding in-

kind, and replace the roof with rubber membrane. Replace the rear wood deck and railing using Ipe 

decking and a white AZEK railing system with the requirement that the applicants submit the final 

AZEK railing product specification to Staff for final review and approval. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused: 

• Peter Vieira, Chair, 

FAIA 

• Susana Lannik, 

Member 

• Matthew 

Montgomery, Vice 

Chair 

• John Wyman, 

Member 

   

 
61 Gate House Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 
The owners withdrew the application and will re-submit for a future meeting. 

 
29 Acacia Avenue – Certificate of Appropriateness 
The owners wanted to install two condensers on the right side of the house near the back corner. They 
would be screened by evergreens. 
 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Assessors database map 
Photographs 
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Product and material information 
MHC Form B 
 
Commissioners agreed that the project was appropriate. P. Vieira moved to grant a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for the application as submitted. J. Wyman seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote, 
and the motion was passed 4-0. 
 

RECORD OF ACTION: 

DATE: June 17, 2022 

SUBJECT: 29 ACACIA AVE - Certificate of Appropriateness 

 

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on June 16, 2022 the Chestnut Hill Historic District 

Commission, by roll call vote of 4-0, 

RESOLVED to grant  a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 29 ACACIA 

AVE to install two condensers on the right side of the house and screen them with plantings with 

the requirements that the conduits will run behind the condensers and to the back so as not to be 

visible. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused: 

• Peter Vieira, Chair, 

FAIA 

• Susana Lannik, 

Member 

• Matthew 

Montgomery, Vice 

Chair 

• John Wyman, 

Member 

   

210 Chestnut Hill Road – Certificate of Non-Applicability, Non-Binding Recommendation; Certificate of 
Appropriateness 
The owners wanted to build a covered front entry, replace windows, install new windows, build 
retaining walls and a tennis court, and repair the slate roof, siding, brick, stucco, trim and gutters. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Assessors database map 
Site plans 
Photographs 
Plans 
Elevations 
Products and materials 
 
P. Vieira noted that the changes to the property were subject to limited review and the commission could only 
make non-binding recommendations for the changes proposed in the application. P. Vieira moved to grant a 
Certificate of Non-Applicability for the application as submitted. J. Wyman seconded the motion. There was a 
roll call vote, and the motion was passed 4-0. 
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RECORD OF ACTION:   
DATE: June 17, 2022 
SUBJECT:  210 Chestnut Hill Road - Certificate of Non-Applicability 

 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on June 16, 2022, the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, by roll call 
vote of 4-0, 
RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted at 210 Chestnut Hill Road to build a 
covered front entry, replace windows, install new windows, build retaining walls and a tennis court, and repair slate roof, 
siding, brick, stucco, trim and gutters. None of the work will be visible from a public way. Exterior features of properties 
located on Nos. 147 through 256 Chestnut Hill Road that are only visible from a private way are subject to limited review 
per Newton Ordinance Sec. 22-42(c) and the commission may only make non-binding recommendations for those 
features. 

Voting in the Affirmative:    
Peter Vieira, Chair       Susana Lannik, Member  Matthew Montgomery, Member 
John Wyman, Member 
 

17 Old England Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 
Lee Silverstone presented an application to replace condensers, change the size of several back 
windows previously approved for replacement, add a roof overhang, awning, and screens for the patio 
doors, and change the existing siding. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Assessors database map 
Photographs 
Elevations 
Details 
Product and material information 
MHC Form B 
 
Commission members agreed that the proposed changes were appropriate. P. Vieira thought the roof 
overhang worked well for the awning installation. P. Vieira moved to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
the application as submitted. J. Wyman seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote, and the motion was 
passed 4-0. 
 

RECORD OF ACTION: 

DATE: June 17, 2022 

SUBJECT: 17 OLD ENGLAND RD - Certificate of Appropriateness 

 

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on June 16, 2022 the Chestnut Hill Historic District 

Commission, by roll call vote of 4-0, 

RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 17 OLD 

ENGLAND RD to replace condensers, change size of several back windows previously approved for 

replacement, add roof overhang, awning, and screens for patio doors, and change siding. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused: 
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• Peter Vieira, Chair, 

FAIA 

• Susana Lannik, 

Member 

• Matthew 

Montgomery, Vice 

Chair 

• John Wyman, 

Member 

   

The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 p.m. 
 
Recorded by Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner 


