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STAFF MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date:  January 19, 2023 
     

DATE:  January 12, 2023 
 

TO:   Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission    
   

FROM:   Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner 
     

SUBJECT:  Additional Review Information 
 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District 
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being reviewed 
and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making process of Chestnut 
Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the Chestnut Hill HDC can take into 
consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application. 

 
 

Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members, 

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you should 
have received in your meeting packet. 
 
Applications 

152 Suffolk Road – Certificates of Appropriateness 

The rear of the property is visible from the MBTA Green Line train and Houghton Gardens 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1904 Spanish Eclectic style house was designed by Chapman & Frazer for Clement S. 
Houghton and is individually listed on the National Register. The house was built on a 26-acre parcel that was 
formerly the property of local farmer Francis Kingsbury who began subdividing his land and selling off house lots in 
the mid-1800s. Houghton was a founding member of the Chestnut Hill Garden Club; he and his wife Martha worked 
with the Arnold Arboretum to gather rare plants and Martha travelled to England, France and Japan to research 
gardens and collect plants. Landscape architect Warren Manning was responsible for the comprehensive landscape 
design and the “wild garden” that became today’s Houghton Garden. Landscape architect Wayne Stiles worked 
with Martha Houghton to create the alpine rock garden along the northern edge of Houghton Pond; this was one 
of the earliest rock gardens in the U.S. Houghton Garden was established in 1968 after the Chestnut Hill 
Neighborhood Association fought off a proposed art school. The stable, garage and coachman’s house are now 100 
Suffolk Road. 
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APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners were approved to build the pool terrace structure with a stone veneer. They 
built mock-ups of three different options which commissioners saw at a site visit. The mock-ups do not match the 
photos submitted with the approved application. Commissioners want to review the pros and cons of the three 
mock-up options. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/759070  
PDF File: Compiled Materials 152 Suffolk pool terrace veneer 
Assessors database map 
7-28-2022 presentation 
Mock-up photos with explanations and veneer section drawing 

 

342 Beacon Street – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1947 Colonial Revival was first occupied by lawyer Frank J. Penny. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicants want to install a wrought iron handrail on the stairs leading up from the 
front sidewalk because of safety concerns. This is required by Inspectional Services. 

Notes: We requested, but have not yet received, a drawing that shows how the railing will be built to meet code 
(for example, the railing should start at the top step) and the railing height. The applicant was advised that if the 
commission did not get the drawing before the meeting, the commission might give a conditional approval with 
the requirement that the final fabrication drawing be submitted before work could start. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/759770  
PDF File: Compiled Materials 342 Beacon wrought iron railing 
Assessors database map 
Photos 
Railing sketch 
 

29 Acacia Avenue – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: Acacia Avenue is shown in the 1874 City Atlas; however, all the residences were built in 
the 1920s and 1930s. Numbers 25, 29 and 35 Acacia Avenue were owned, designed with similar, and built by builder 
G.H. Roscoe. Roscoe built this Colonial Revival house in 1926; the first owner was Grace L. Richards. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to install a vent on the right side of the house. They also want to make 
changes to the rear elevation: 1) change the first-floor windows and window openings; 2) replace the existing 
enclosed porch with a one-story addition; 3) install shutters on the second-floor windows; 4) replace the clapboard 
on the dormers; and 5) add a balustrade to the three-season porch. The owners are also proposing to add lighting 
and guard rails around a basement egress. 

Note: Some of the proposed work at the back may be visible from Stone Avenue. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/774062   
PDF Files: Compiled Materials 29 Acacia rear elevation_reduced_Part1 
     Compiled Materials 29 Acacia rear elevation_reduced_Part2 
     Compiled Materials 29 Acacia rear elevation_reduced_Part3 
Assessors database map 
Plot plan 

https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/759070
https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/759770
https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/774062
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Elevations – Existing, demolition, proposed 
Section and detail drawings 
Product and material information 
MHC Form B 
 

137 Suffolk Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: This significant property is one of the oldest in Newton and is individually listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. The circa 1700 First Period Georgian house was probably built by the Honorable 
Ebenezer Stone who was a prominent member of the community. The property remained in the Stone family until 
the property was sold in 1817 to farmer John Kingsbury. The house was moved to its present location circa 1904 by 
tenant Charles H. Burrage to save it from demolition. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: This owner wants to install a wrought iron railing at the front entry steps.  

Note: The owner would like the option to shift the location shown on the drawing. They may want to move the 
railing inward from the edge as needed, so that the railing is closer to the door and can be easily grasped when 
leaving the house. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/780413   
PDF File: Compiled Materials 137 Suffolk railing 
Assessors database map 
Photos 
Sketches 
Rendering 
Plan 
Section 
MHC Form B 

 

206 and 210 Chestnut Hill Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

Note: The commission has full jurisdiction over new structures. 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: 206 Chestnut Hill Road was built in 1901 in the Colonial Revival style for Allston Burr. 210 
Chestnut Hill Road was built in 1910. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to relocate the existing asphalt driveway from the right side of the 
property to the left side. The asphalt area at the back right corner of the property would remain. 

Notes: We requested, but have not received, the following: 1) separate existing and proposed plans to make it 
easier to understand the existing conditions, 2) a description of any proposed changes to the grading and to the 
existing paved area at the top right of the property; 3) the proposed driveway width; and 4) details about the 
proposed border. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/780273   
PDF File: Compiled Materials 206 and 210 Chestnut Hill Rd driveway 
Owner authorization forms for 206 and 210 Chestnut Hill Road 
Assessors database map 
Photos 
Survey 

https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/780413
https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/780273
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Sewer connection plans and details 
MHC Form B 

 

Administrative discussion 

Minutes: The June and December 2022 draft minutes are included for review. 


