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Present (held on Zoom) 

 

Newton Health and Human Services (HHS) staff: Paul Dinwoodie, Lisa Cielesz 

NBC Committee Members: Gary du Moulin, Karl Munger, Jin Zhang, William Dietrich 

Guests: Heather Flick, Karen Yurek, Emma Orfanos, Jeff Behrens 

 

Meeting began at 3:00PM 

Introductions 

Applicant Presentations 

1. Diagonal Therapeutics 
Information presented by Emma Orfanos and Heather Flick. 
 
Committee members asked follow-up questions and clarifications regarding the 
following: 

1. Clarification of cleaning protocols 
a. Disinfection protocols of biosafety cabinet and liquid waste 
b. For high volume shared lab space 
c. If using sporicidal agents, especially in shared culture suites 

i. Members recommend LabShares have routine 
sporicidal agent deep cleaning of biosafety cabinets. 

2. Clarification of safety training of staff 
3. Personal protective equipment (PPE) for BL2 and BL2+ suites 
4. Disease testing and screening of cell lines and if using established cell 

lines from vendors 
5. Clarification that not converting any plasmid vectors for transfection to 

viral vectors 
Updates 

1. 2 open seats on the committee  
2. Newton rDNA ordinance review 

a. Members agreed the Newton rDNA ordinance would benefit from being updated 
b. Discussed ordinance and biosafety activities (e.g. language on manufacturing, if any 

public schools do rDNA work, etc.) 
c. NBC members will submit ideas for ordinance update to Newton HHS and Law for 

review. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:00PM 


