
City of Newton 
Planning and 
Development
Petition: #392-22

Special Permit/Site Plan Approval to demolish 
the existing dwelling and allow four single-family 
attached dwellings in two buildings, to allow three 
stories, allow parking within 20 feet of the rear 
setback, a driveway within 10 feet of the side and rear 
setbacks and to waive two parking stalls

December 6, 2022
120 Norwood Avenue



Zoning Relief 



Plan Revisions

• Reorientation of the townhouses to be angled toward the northern property line so they 
aren’t directly facing the neighbors’ rear yards.

• As a result, distance between buildings reduced from approximately 20 feet to 6.3 feet.
• Minimized driveway and impervious area by approximately 2,366 square feet*.  This is 

732 square feet more than existing conditions.
• Additional landscaping along the eastern property line

*Previously stated 1,200 sf, miscalculated



Initially Submitted Site Plan



Initially Submitted Site Plan



Proposed Front Elevation



Proposed Rear Elevation



Proposed Right Elevation



Proposed Left Elevation



Initially Submitted 
Landscape Plan



Revised Landscape Plan



Findings
1. The specific site is an appropriate location for the proposed four single-family attached dwellings in two buildings

with three stories as proposed due to its location in the MR 1 zoning district and exceeding the required lot area per
unit for single family attached dwelling units. (§7.3.3.C.1)

2. The proposed four single-family attached dwellings in two buildings with three stories as proposed will not adversely
affect the neighborhood because the project meets all the required setbacks for the building type, provides
screening around the property lines, and the buildings have been reoriented to provide increased privacy to
abutters. (§7.3.3.C.2)

3. The proposed three story, four single-family attached dwellings in two buildings with three stories and driveway as
proposed will not create a nuisance or serious hazard to vehicles or pedestrians because the driveway will be well
screened and relocates paving from the front yard along the western property line. (§7.3.3.C.3)

4. Access to the site over streets is appropriate for the types and numbers of vehicles involved. (§7.3.3.C.4)
5. Literal compliance with the driveway location in proximity to the side lot lines is impractical due to the shape of the

lot because the site’s access from Norwood Avenue is provided via a panhandle providing access to the rear portion
of the lot. (§6.2.3.B.2)

6. Literal compliance with the required number of parking stalls in the interest of environmental features as the
reduction in the number of parking stalls reduces the amount of impervious area. (§6.2.3.B.2)



Conditions

1. Plan Referencing
2. Standard Building Permit Condition
3. Rodent Control Condition
4. O&M Plan condition, should a system be required
5. Standard Occupancy Condition

Including : Filed with the building permit record a statement by a registered landscape architect
certifying compliance with the landscape plan referenced Condition #1.
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