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MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 

NEWTONVILLE HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

DATE:      October 6, 2022 

 
PLACE/TIME:   Full Remote Zoom Meeting 

7:30 p.m.  
 

ATTENDING:  Jim Gross, Chair  
   John Martin, Member  

Dave Morton, Member 
David Weinstein, Alternate 
Barbara Kurze, Commission Staff 
 

ABSENT:  Ralph Abele, Member 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. with Jim Gross presiding as Chair. Voting permanent members 
were R. Abele, N. Grissom, and D. Morton. Alternate D. Weinstein was appointed to vote as a full member. B. 
Kurze acted as recording secretary and the meeting was digitally recorded on Zoom. 
 
197 Walnut Street – Certificate of Appropriateness 
Madeleine DeWane and Richard Sylvia presented an application to remove the shutters from the front of the 
house. They were damaged and might cost approximately $4,400 to repair. They planned to paint the house 
and would have to remove the shutters for that project. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Assessors database map 
Photographs 
Secretary of the Interior Standards for Wood Features 
MHC Form B 
 
There was discussion whether the house would look appropriate without the shutters on the front. D. 
Weinstein commented that the woodwork on the house was nice, and it might look bare without the shutters. 
The owners could investigate composite replacement shutters. D. Morton was on the fence because of the 
potential repair costs and he was not sure the shutters contributed significantly to the architectural character 
of the house. Commissioners agreed that the owners could remove the shutters to paint the house and come 
back to the commission once they had evaluated the actual repair and replacement costs. The Commission 
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could also look at the house without the shutters. The owners agreed in writing to continue the review to a 
future meeting. 
 
107-109 Lowell Avenue – Certificate of Appropriateness 
There was no one at the meeting to present the application. Margaret Bulman was one of the owners but she 
was not involved with the application and the project. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Assessors database map 
Photographs 
Products information 
MHC Form B 
 
Commissioners had questions about the cap and the installation; they did not have enough information about 
what the project would look like and could not vote on it. The questions that were raised were: 1) would the 
cap be installed in one chimney or both; 2) was the cap available in matte black finish or could it be painted; 
and 3) what the installed cap would look like. They also wanted to see photos of the house that showed the 
chimneys were the cap would be installed. Staff would contact the applicants to let them know that they 
needed to provide additional information and come back to another meeting. 
 
58 Prescott Street – Certificate of Appropriateness 
Buck Dowdell presented a project to replace the screen doors, screens, and wood casings on the screened in 
porch on the left side of the house. The wood stairs and railing at the front of the porch would be replaced 
with a granite landing and steps. The new steps would not require a railing. The owners wanted to stain the 
wood casings instead of painting them to match the trim. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Assessors database map 
Photographs 
Project description 
Sketches for elevation, section, and plan 
Material photos 
 
D. Morton commented that the project was appropriate and the proposed stone would look good for the 
stairs; if there was an issue sourcing the stone, the owners would need to come back to the commission with 
other options. He wanted also wanted them to provide Staff with close up photos of the woodwork and trim 
before starting the work. D. Morton moved to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as 
submitted with conditions. D. Weinstein seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote and the motion 
passed unanimously, 4-0. 
 

RECORD OF ACTION: 

DATE: October 7, 2022 

SUBJECT: 58 PRESCOTT ST - Certificate of Appropriateness 

 

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on October 6, 2022 the Newtonville Historic District 

Commission, by roll call vote of 4-0, 
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RESOLVED to grant  a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 58 PRESCOTT ST to 

replace the screen doors, screens, and wood casings on the screened in porch that is on the left side of the 

house and replace the wood stairs and railing at the front of the porch with a granite landing and steps 

with the requirements that 1) close-up photos of the woodwork and trim be submitted to Staff prior to 

demolition; and 2) if there are issues matching the stone that was submitted, the applicants will come back 

to the commission with other options. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused: 

• Jim Gross, Chair 

• John Martin, Member 

• David Morton, 

Member 

• David Weinstein, 

Alternate 

   

 
26 Page Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 
Chris Klaehn presented a project to replace the five front entry porch columns with fiberglass columns similar 
to the existing and to replace the rotting wood gutters. The house had a mix of wood, copper, and aluminum 
gutters. The owners wanted to use a half round copper gutter with copper downspouts. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Assessors database map 
Photographs 
Products and material information 
MHC Form B 
 
D. Weinstein said it was a great project and the products were appropriate. J. Martin moved to grant a 
Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted. D. Weinstein seconded the motion. There was 
a roll call vote and the motion passed unanimously, 4-0. 

RECORD OF ACTION: 

DATE: October 7, 2022 

SUBJECT: 26 PAGE RD - Certificate of Appropriateness 

 

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on October 6, 2022 the Newtonville Historic District 

Commission, by roll call vote of 4-0, 

RESOLVED to grant  a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 26 PAGE RD to 

replace the five front entry porch columns and replace rotting wood gutters and some of the downspouts 

with half round copper gutters and copper downspouts. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused: 

• Jim Gross, Chair 

• John Martin, Member 
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• David Morton, 

Member 

• David Weinstein, 

Alternate 
 

Administrative discussion: 
Minutes: the commission approved the June, July and September 2022 minutes. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 
 
Recorded by B. Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner  
 
 
 


