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STAFF MEMORANDUM
Meeting Date: October 6, 2022
DATE: September 27, 2022
TO: Newtonville Historic District Commission
FROM: Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner
SUBJECT: Additional Review Information

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Newtonville Historic District Commission (Newtonville
HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being reviewed and the application process, which may be
useful in the review and decision-making process of the Newtonville HDC. Additional information may be presented at the
meeting that the Newtonville HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application.

Dear Newtonville HDC Members,

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you should have received in
your meeting packet.

Applications
197 Walnut Street — Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The circa 1884 Colonial Revival was built for William F. Hawley.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to remove the wood shutters on the front of the main house block. The shutters
are in disrepair and are the only ones on the house.

Notes: The owners were asked to provide cost estimate to repair or replace the shutters.

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards do not provide guidelines specific to shutters, but do recommend that wooden
features that are important in defining the historic character of the building should be repaired and retained.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Assessors database map

Photographs

Secretary of the Interior Standards for Wood Features
MHC Form B

107-109 Lowell Avenue — Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The circa 1890 two-family Queen Anne house was first occupied and shared by David B.
Needham, H.C. Needham, and their families. David Needham was a fancy goods merchant.
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APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to run a gas insert through the existing chimney and install a chimney cap.
Notes: The chimney is visible from Page Road.

The applicants were asked to provide photos of the house showing the chimney and information as to whether the cap
was available in a matte black color or could be painted.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:
Assessors database map
Photographs

Products information
MHC Form B

58 Prescott Street — Certificate of Appropriateness
HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The circa 1913 Colonial Revival house was first owned by James E. Cornish.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to replace the screen doors, screens, and wood casings on the screened in porch
that is on the left side of the house. They also want to replace the wood stairs and railing with granite landing and steps.
The new steps do not require a railing.

Note: the owners want to stain the new wood casings. Typically, these would be painted to match the rest of the trim
on the house which is painted white.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Assessors database map

Photographs

Project description

Sketches for elevation, section, and plan
Material photos

26 Page Road - Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The circa 1892 Queen Anne was first owned by John K. Taylor. Taylor was a dry goods salesman
who worked in Boston; he moved to 310 Waverley Avenue sometime between 1895 and 1897. At the time the house was
built, Page Road was named Edinboro Street.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to replace the five front entry porch columns and replace rotting wood gutters.
The house has a mix of wood, copper, and aluminum gutters. The owners have submitted a half round copper gutter
option with copper downspouts, an option for a fiberglass gutter with a historic profile, and an aluminum k-style gutter
option.

Notes: Aluminum gutters are not considered an appropriate replacement for historic wood gutters.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Assessors database map
Photographs

Products and material information
MHC Form B

Administrative discussion:
Minutes: The June, July, and September draft meeting minutes are included for review.



