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1. 85 Homer Street (Ward 6)
Partial Demolition and Addition
The Coffin - Brown - Sparhawk House (NWT. 3068)  was 
built c.1855 in a transitional style, combining the Greek 
Revival popular in the early 19th century and the 
Italianate features that would become signature to the 
Victorian era.  The clapboard-sided, two and a half story 
house  has seen a few alterations, including bays on the 
east elevation and porches to the south and west.  The 
rear addition proposed retains the character of the front 
and side facades. Staff recommends this property be 
preferably preserved and the design be approved.

2. 15 Chase Street (Ward 6)
Demolition of House
This three story, two-unit house seems to have been 
built in a Queen Anne style in c.1880.  However, major 
alterations to the siding and shape of the turret have 
retained little of its historic character.  Staff 
recommends this property not be preferably preserved.

3. 26 Taft Ave  (Ward 3)
Demolition of House and Garage
This house was built in 1905 in a colonial revival style. 
While largely consistent with neighborhood context, the 
house is not a standout example of the style, nor are 
there particular character defining features that remain. 
Staff recommends that neither structure on this 
property not be preferably preserved.

4. 39 Floral Street (Ward 6)
Partial Demolition of Garage and Addition
This garage was built c.1870 (the main building in 1860) 
and replicates many of the character defining features 
of the second empire main building, including the 
mansard roof and bay windows.  The proposed addition 
is also in keeping with that style. but does have a very 
large mass compared to the house.  Staff recommends 
that this property be preferably preserved and the 
design be approved. 

The location of this meeting/event is wheelchair accessible and Reasonable Accommodations will be 
provided to persons with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a Reasonable Accommodation, 
please contact the city of Newton’s ADA/Section 504 Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days 
in advance (2 weeks for ASL or CART) of the meeting/event: jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. 
The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711. 
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1. 193 Lake Ave Center (Ward 6)
Partial Demolition of Carriage House and Addition
This carriage house was built c. 1890.  It retains several character 
defining features, including the high pitched roof and cross hatch 
windows.  The proposed design emphasizes these features, and 
Staff recommends this property be preferably preserved and this 
design be approved.

2. 39 Stanton Ave (Ward 4)
Partial Demolition and Addition
The Old Shepherd Farm House was built in 1750, and is individually 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The site is one of 
the historic farmstead of Alexander Shepherd, the land of which 
now largely belongs to the Brae Burn Country Cub and the 
Woodland Country Cub. According to the inventory form updated 
by Katy Hax Holmes in 2011, a screened porch currently spans most 
of the rear façade, with a modern bay window comprising the 
remainder. A one-story addition, built in 1952, extends from the 
southwest corner of the house and has a hipped roof with modern 
windows. Staff recommends this property be preferably preserved 
and that the design be approved.

3. 1326 Walnut St (Ward 3)
Partial Demolition of House and Addition
This house was built in 1932 in a colonial revival style.  The 
formation of the house is intact, though it lacks many of the 
character defining features associated with the period.  While 
largely consistent with neighborhood context, the house is not a 
standout example of the style. Staff recommends that this property 
not be preferably preserved, or if preserved, that the addition be 
approved.

4. 12 Sylvester Road
Demolition of House
This one and a half-story, shingle-sided home was built in 1940.  It is 
an example of a cape house built in the Arts and Crafts style.  The 
building is in keeping with the neighborhood context.  Staff 
recommends this building be preferably preserved.
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1. 236 Chapel St (Ward 1)
Demolition of House
This two-story,  single family colonial revival house was
built c. 1875.  It is inventoried as the Hennessy-Scrocco
House (NWT.1400). Despite retaining its formation, there
are no particular character defining features to render it
a strong example of its architectural style.  Staff
recommends this house not be preferably preserved.

2. 342 Auburndale Ave (Ward 4)
Waiver of Demolition Delay
This property was surveyed in 1980 as a unique example
of Vernacular architecture of c.1873 construction. A
“horsebarn” was noted on the survey form, but no other
description was provided. Thomas S. Davis, a jeweler,
was noted as the first owner of the protime, and as was
common post-Civil War, was designed in a
complementary style to the house. The Commission has
previously preferably preserved this barn, and Staff
recommends they approve the design of the addition.

3. 5 Kappius Path (Ward 8)
Demolition of House
This post-war, ranch style house sits in the Oak Hill Park
National Register district.  Built in 1957, it retains the
general shape of the single story, single family homes
this neighborhood is known for, with few character
defining features. Staff recommends this house not be
preferably preserved.

4. Discussion of Review Standards for Historical

Significance of Oak Hill Park

Administrative Discussion Items:

a) Review of Delegation to Staff and Chair

b) Appointment of NHC representative to the
Community Preservation Committee

c) Approval of Minutes from July and August Meetings
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