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MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 

CHESTNUT HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

DATE:      January 20, 2022 

 
PLACE/TIME:   Fully Remote 
 
ATTENDING:  Peter Vieira, FAIA, Chair 

Brett Catlin, Member  
Robert Imperato, Member 
Susana Lannik, Member  
Matthew Montgomery, Member  
Barbara Kurze, Commission Staff 
 

ABSENT:  Rick Wetmore, Member 
John Wyman, Member  

 
 

The fully remote meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with Peter Vieira presiding as Chair. Voting 
permanent members were B. Catlin, R. Imperato, S. Lannik, and M. Montgomery. B. Kurze acted as recording 
secretary and the meeting was recorded on Zoom. 
 
Energy & Sustainability in Historic Districts – Presentation and DIscussion 
Newton’s Energy Coach, Liora Silkes, presented information about modern energy updates such as 
electric car charging stations, solar panels, and heat pumps. 
 
Commission members were interested in learning more about codes and standards for solar. P. Vieira 
proposed showcasing successful projects that balanced functionality and aesthetics. 
 
P. Vieira recused himself. M. Montgomery was appointed Acting Chair. 
 
45 Old England Road – Final Project Approval 
This review was continued from previous meetings. Jon Renn presented the as-built projects for the 
driveway, hardscaping, landscape lighting, utility boxes, switchgear structure, and plantings required for 
driveway area and to screen switchgear structure. The owners were not planning to build the shed. The 
utility pole work and underground utilities would be submitted for final project approval after that work 
was completed. 
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Materials Reviewed: 
Photographs 
Approved plans 
Street opening permit 
 

Commission members agreed that the utility pole work, underground utilities and streetside landscaping 
would be reviewed after that work was completed. Once that was approved, the final Certificate of Occupancy 
could be issued. The switchgear structure was not visible from Old Orchard Road and the screening was 
reasonable. Commission members agreed that the other as-built items matched the approved plans. M. 
Montgomery moved to approve the final project work as-built. S. Lannik seconded the motion. There was a roll 
call vote, and the motion was passed 4-0 with one recusal. 
 

RECORD OF ACTION:   
DATE: February 1, 2022 
SUBJECT:  45 Old England Road – Final Project Approval 

 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 20, 2022, the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, by roll call 
vote of 4-0, with one recusal 
RESOLVED to approve the final project work at 45 Old England Road for the as-built driveway, hardscaping, landscape 
lighting, utility boxes, switchgear structure, and the plantings required for the driveway area and to screen the switchgear 
structure.  

The utility pole work and underground utilities are not part of this project work and will be submitted for final project 
approval when completed. 

Voting in the Affirmative:    

Matthew Montgomery, Acting Chair Brett Catlin, Member 
Robert Imperato, Member     Susana Lannik, Member  

 
Recused: 
Peter Vieira, Chair 
 
P. Vieira rejoined the meeting. 
 
124 Chestnut Hill Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 
The application to remove all the trees from the property was withdrawn. 
 
32 Gate House Road – Working Session 
Doug Stefanov requested feedback on a project to replace all the existing windows, add a front entry vestibule, 
and change window arrangement on porch and back. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Photographs 
Plot plan 
Plans 
Elevations 
Window project estimate 
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P. Vieira said that the windows were original and character-defining and should be evaluated for restoration or 
retrofitting with internal thermal panes. Windows that were properly restored had good energy efficiency, 
would last longer, and would not contribute to landfill. Clad replacement windows were not appropriate and 
would not be approved. The contemporary vestibule design was not appropriate. S. Lannik and R. Wetmore 
agreed that the arched windows should be preserved. P. Vieira stated that the following were required for a 
full review: evaluation of the windows for restoration or retrofitting; drawings showing the window frame 
details, header, jamb and sill details, profiles through the fascia; detailed drawings of the vestibule; and 
product and material call outs and specifications. He suggested that the applicants look at more traditional 
vestibule examples in the district. 
 
Administrative Discussion 
Minutes: May and June 2021 minutes were approved. 
Commission members: Staff explained that the City of Newton was trying to recruit new commission members 
and requested commissioners also ask around. 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for solar installations: Staff presented the latest updates to the standards. 
 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 p.m. 
 
Recorded by Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner  
 


