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STAFF MEMORANDUM
Meeting Date: September 15, 2022
DATE: September 8, 2022
TO: Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission
FROM: Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner
SUBIJECT: Additional Review Information

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being reviewed
and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making process of Chestnut
Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the Chestnut Hill HDC can take into
consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application.

Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members,

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you should
have received in your meeting packet.

Applications
365 Hammond Street — Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1914 Gothic Revival church was designed by architect Henry Vaughan (1845-1917).
The tower was part of the original plans but was not constructed until 1920. It was built as a memorial to Augustus
Aspinwall and Roger Dix who died in World War | and followed the original plans which were purchased from the
estate of Henry Vaughn. Vaughan apprenticed with English Gothic Revival architect George Frederick Bodley.
Vaughan emigrated from England in 1881 and rapidly found success designing Episcopal and Catholic churches; he
also received commissions from Edward Francis Searles. Vaughan helped popularize the Gothic Revival style and
mentored Ralph Adams Cram. Some of his more notable projects were Saint Mary's Episcopal Church in Boston
(1888), Christ Church New Haven (1898) and the Cathedral Church of St. Peter and St. Paul (Washington National
Cathedral, 1907).

APPLICATION PROCESS: This review is continued from a previous meeting. The applicants want to install a sign at
the front of the church property. The design was revised per the Commission’s feedback so that the sign is smaller
and the posts are granite.
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Notes: A sample of the sign material is available at the Parish Office for review.

Similar signs are installed in Newton at: The Neighborhood Club at 24 Berkley Street, Warren House at 1600
Washington Street, Newton Centre Playground at 81 Tyler Terrace, and DPW sign at Weeks Field at 31 Locksley
Road.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Assessors database map

Photos

Drawing of proposed sign with dimensions
Examples of similar signs in Newton

Details of urethane sign board and letter carving
Photo of existing sign and street views

Sign location

Photos of church signs in Newton

MHC Form B

100 Suffolk Road — Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1904 Spanish Eclectic style building was designed by Chapman & Frazer for Clement
S. Houghton. The building served as the stable, garage and coachman’s house before it was converted to a
residence.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to install a copper chimney cap.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Assessors database map

Photos

Photo of proposed chimney cap
Sketches of chimney cap installation
MHC Form B

25 Chestnut Hill Terrace — Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: Newton and Chestnut Hill experienced heavy development pressure in the 1920s. Several
large Chestnut Hill estates were subdivided at that time, including Mrs. Henry Lee’s property along Gatehouse Road
and Beacon Street. Chestnut Hill Terrace was named Newton Street when it was laid out in 1928; the name was
changed to Chestnut Hill Terrace in 1930. The 1928 Colonial Revival house was probably the first house built after
Newton Street (Chestnut Hill Terrace) was laid out. Walter J. and Helen A. Rose were the first owners and at the
time of the 1930 U.S. Federal Census, lived in the house with their daughter Gwendolyn. Walter J. Rose gave his
occupation as a representative for a varnish company.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to remove a section of the driveway on the left side which is on the
neighboring property. The cobblestone border would be re-installed.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Assessors database map

Project description

Photos

Plans

Plan with sketch showing area to be removed
MHC Form B
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9 Old Orchard Road - Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: This is a significant property in the district and in the City of Newton; the property is
individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The circa 1714 main house block is one of the earliest
surviving structures in Newton. In 1919, owners William H. and Dorothy G. Coburn hired architect Joseph Everett
Chandler to restore interior features and the exterior clapboards. Chandler specialized in the Colonial Revival style
and extensively studied colonial buildings in the eastern U.S. He restored and renovated several important historic
Massachusetts structures, including the Mayflower House in Plymouth (1898), the Old State House (1908), the Paul
Revere House (1908), and The House of the Seven Gables in Salem (1909.) In 1930, architect Harold Field Kellogg
designed the two large wings, and attached garage.

APPLICATION PROCESS: This review is continued from previous meetings. The owners want to install a kitchen hood
vent. The commission had concerns about the previous design which had the vent running through the fascia and
the owners have revised the design to avoid doing that. The owners also want to present options to redesign the
as-built patio and outdoor kitchen area. The work done on the siding needs to be reviewed so that the owners can
address the issues with the work that was done.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Drawings

March 2021 decision and approved plans for the patio and outdoor kitchen area
February 2021 decision and approved plans for siding

24 Essex Road - Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1951 International style house was designed by architect G. Holmes Perkins in close
collaboration with the owners shortly after Perkins left the Harvard Graduate School of Design to become Dean of
the School of Fine Arts at the University of Pennsylvania. Perkins had a distinguished career as an educator, urban
planner, and architect.

APPLICATION PROCESS: This review is continued from previous meetings. The owners want to renovate the
existing house and garage, demolish the greenhouse addition, and build an addition and a tennis pavilion.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:
Assessor’s database map
Photos of existing house and garage
Survey

Plans

Demolition plans

Renderings

Site plan

Elevations

Landscape rendering and plans
Photos of architectural details
Material specifications

Door and window details
Energy compliance data

MHC Form B
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7 Reservoir Avenue — Certificate of Appropriateness
HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The house was built in 1994.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to install a radon fan, add two downspouts, change the siding and trim
on the back bump out, remove a brick sidewalk, and repaint the bulkhead.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Assessors database map marked to show project areas
Photos

Product and material information

45 0Old England Road - Final Project Approval

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: A new house was approved to be built on the property in 2018. It replaced a house built
in 1978 by architect Thomas Larson with TAC (The Architects Collaborative.)

MATERIALS PROVIDED: APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want final project approval for the utility work and
landscaping along the street. The utilities were put underground, telephone poles were removed and moved, and
the area bordering the street was landscaped.

Photos
Approved plans

Administrative discussion

Minutes: The January 2022 draft minutes are included for review.
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