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STAFF MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date:  September 13, 2022 
     

DATE:  September 6, 2022 
 

TO:   Auburndale Historic District Commission    
   

FROM:   Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner 
     

SUBJECT:  Additional Review Information 
 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Auburndale Historic District Commission 
(Auburndale HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being reviewed and the application 
process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making process of the Auburndale HDC. Additional 
information may be presented at the meeting that the Auburndale HDC can take into consideration when 
discussing a Local Historic District Review application. 

 

Dear Auburndale HDC Members, 

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you should have 
received in your meeting packet. 
 
Applications 
 

21 Vista Avenue – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The post-war traditional split-level was built circa 1957. The first owner appears to have been 

Arthur W. Kimbell. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to replace the windows on the front and sides with new construction windows. 
The proposed windows are NewPro EcoMax simulated divided composite windows with grilles to match the existing 
window muntin patterns. The exterior material has a matte finish. The grid option is not specified in the work order. 
 
Notes: The commission should require the Victorian Grid option. The SDL grid is too flat and wide and is not appropriate. 
 
MATERIALS PROVIDED:  
Assessors database map 
Photographs 
Window information 
MHC Form B 
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6 Hawthorne Avenue – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: Hawthorne Avenue was one of several roads laid out in the mid-19th century by Abijah Johnson for 
the development of suburban estates. The circa 1937 Colonial Revival was built on part of the former George W. St. 
Ammant estate and reflects the early 20th century development pattern of subdividing large estates for more modest 
homes. 
 
APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to replace all the windows with new window inserts, keeping the exterior trim. 
The proposed inserts are Andersen 400 Series Woodwright with Fibrex exterior. 
 
Notes: The commission has approved windows with the Fibrex exterior. 
 
MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Assessors database map 
Project description 
Photos 
Window information 
MHC Form B 
 

169 Grove Street and Walker Center – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1860 Colonial Revival house at 138 Hancock Street was built in 1860 by Congregationalist 
minister Sewall Harding and sold in October 1861 to master mariner Charles T. Haskell of Boston. The Haskells left 
Auburndale in 1893, at which time Walker Home founder Eliza Harding Walker began raising funds to purchase the 
property to create an annex to her parents’ home at 144 Hancock Street. She bought the property to house the growing 
number of missionary children that she cared for and named it Walker Cottage. The building has gone through a series of 
alterations over the years. The building was converted to dormitories and the front façade was redesigned to conform to 
the Colonial Revival taste in 1911. A two-story brick annex was added in the back in 1933. Shed dormers, sun porches and 
vinyl siding were also added. 
 
The 1913 Colonial Revival house at 144 Hancock Street was designed by local architects Coolidge and Carlson and built to 
replace an earlier building destroyed by fire in 1912. It was the main building for the Walker Missionary Home, Inc. 
 
The 1955 Cape House at 169 Grove Street was designed by Albert W. Kreider for the Walker Missionary Home as an 
accessible house for Mrs. Masters and her son, who contracted polio while serving as missionaries in Southern Rhodesia. 
 
APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicants requested an amendment to the previously approved design concept to renovate 
the existing buildings, build additions, and two two-family homes fronting Grove Street. However, the submission is for 
changes for individual items that the commission has not yet reviewed in detail (hardscaping elements, doors, etc.), so it 
cannot be reviewed as an amendment. Because the applicants are meeting with Land Use later in September, this will be 
treated as a working session so that the applicants have some direction. The applicants will be asked to agree in writing 
to continue the review to a future date. 
 
MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Assessors database map 
Decision approving design concept 
Description of changes 
Renderings 
Photos 
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Site plans 
Elevations 
Plans 
Product and material information 
Approved design concept submission 
MHC Form B 
 

24 Robin Dell, Lasell Village – Working Session 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The circa 1860 Italianate style house appears to have first been owned by farmer Nelson Clark. In 
the 1874 City Atlas, Mary F. Clark is shown as the owner. The house is an example of properties that were built during the 
period that Auburndale was transitioning from a rural agricultural community to a suburban streetcar suburb. 24 Robin Dell 
is listed as a contributing property to the National Register district and the local historic district under its earlier address 
of 113 Seminary Avenue. 
 
APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicants want to provide an update on the proposed project to demolish 24 Robin Dell and 
build a new building with approximately 42 independent living units. No new materials have been submitted for this 
session. 
 
Notes: 
The Historic District Commissions’ mission is to preserve and protect the distinctive characteristics of buildings and 
places significant in the history of the City of Newton, to maintain and improve the settings of such building, and the 
encouragement of design compatible with the existing architecture. 
 
24 Robin Dell is listed as a contributing property to the National Register district and the local historic district under its 
earlier address of 113 Seminary Avenue. 
 
The previous owners applied to demolish 24 Robin Dell and were denied by the Commission in 2006 because the 
applicants had exhausted all other options for reusing or selling the property; shown the house was not historically 
significant; or proven that the house was verifiably beyond rehabilitation. The 2006 decision is included in the packet.  
 
MATERIALS PROVIDED:  
Assessors database map 
Project description 
Photographs 
Renderings 
MHC Form B 
2006 decision to deny demolition 
 
Administrative discussion 
Minutes: Review July minutes 


