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MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 

NEWTONVILLE HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

DATE:      April 7, 2022 

 
PLACE/TIME:   Full Remote Zoom Meeting 

7:30 p.m.  
 

ATTENDING:  Jim Gross, Chair 
    Ralph Abele, Member 

Nancy Grissom, Member  
John Martin, Member 
Dave Morton, Member  
David Weinstein, Alternate 
Barbara Kurze, Commission Staff 
 

ABSENT:  Barbara Wales, Member 
  
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. with Jim Gross presiding as Chair. Voting permanent members 
were R. Abele, N. Grissom, J. Martin, and D. Morton. Alternate D. Weinstein was appointed to vote as a full 
member. B. Kurze acted as recording secretary and the meeting was digitally recorded on Zoom. 
 
47 Prescott Street – Certificate of Appropriateness 
Jay Walter presented an application to change the previously approved plans. The dormer windows would be 
casement windows for egress and the front entry roofline would extend straight across the entryway. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Photographs 
Elevations 
Details 
Product information 
Plans approved in 2021 
 
Commission members confirmed that the window materials were not changing and agreed that the proposed 
gutter was appropriate. Neighbor Judy Amlie at 39 Central Avenue supported the changes. 
 
N. Grissom moved to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted. J. Martin 
seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote and the motion passed unanimously, 6-0. 
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RECORD OF ACTION:   
DATE: April 8, 2022 
SUBJECT:  47 Prescott Street – Certificate of Appropriateness 

 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on April 7, 2022, the Newtonville Historic District Commission, by roll call vote 
of 6-0, 
RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted for 47 Prescott Street  to amend the 
previously approved plans to change the dormer windows to casement windows and to change the front entry roofline so 
that it extends straight across the entryway. 

Voting in the Affirmative:    
Jim Gross, Chair   Ralph Abele, Member  Nancy Grissom, Member 
John Martin, Member  David Morton, Member  David Weinstein, Alternate  

 
61 Prescott Street – Certificate of Appropriateness 
Lara Smith-Weber, Wolfram Weber and Lynelle Mastromarino presented an application to install solar panels. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Assessors database map 
Photographs 
Plans 
Side view 
Renderings 
Aerial views 
Equipment elevations 
Photograph of actual installation 
Product information 
MHC Form B 
 
There was discussion about the configuration and location of the panels on the front gable roof faces and 
whether the gable end was symmetrical. Commission members agreed that a rectangular layout would be less 
obtrusive and that if the gable end roofs were symmetrical, then the installation should be symmetrical to 
match the roof. The installation at the back would not be visible. Commission members said that it was 
important for at least one member to do a site visit to review the installation at 115 Annawan Road to confirm 
that the panels, mountings and conduits would be appropriate. D. Morton moved to grant a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for the application as submitted with conditions. N. Grissom seconded the motion. There was 
a roll call vote and the motion passed unanimously, 6-0. 
 

RECORD OF ACTION:   
DATE: April 8, 2022 
SUBJECT:  61 Prescott Street – Certificate of Appropriateness 

 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on April 7, 2022, the Newtonville Historic District Commission, by roll call vote 
of 6-0, 
RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as presented for 61 Prescott Street  with the 
following requirements: 1) the two panels on the back side of the left front roof face will be eliminated; 2) if the two 
front roof faces are equal, the same number of panels must be installed on both sides and the panels must be 
positioned to have a symmetrical front roof installation; 3) revised drawings that accurately depict the panel 



Newtonville Historic District Commission 
Page 3 of 3  

 

Preserving the Past    Planning for the Future 

configurations and locations, an accurate schematic of the front roof, a revised section drawing that shows the 
proposed height of the panels from the roof, and conduit color and diameter information must be submitted to Staff 
for final review and approval; and 4) provide addresses where the same panels, mounting systems and conduits were 
installed so that one of the Commission architects can do a site visit to confirm that the appearance of the proposed 
installation is appropriate. 

Voting in the Affirmative:    
Jim Gross, Chair   Ralph Abele, Member  Nancy Grissom, Member 
John Martin, Member  David Morton, Member  David Weinstein, Alternate  

 
41-43 Central Avenue – Working Session 
Alex Nemanov requested feedback on a project to replace roof, siding, trim, windows, and skylights; build 
second floor egress at the back; restore enclosed front entry porch, second-floor front porch, and right-side 
porch; and renovate garage. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Project description 
Assessors database map 
Plans 
Photographs 
Product and material information 
2018 approved application for Harvey Majesty aluminum-clad wood SDL windows 
MHC Form B 
 
Commission members said that the high-level scope of the project seemed appropriate, but elevations and 
details were required for a full review. D. Morton said the elevations required product and material call outs 
and needed to clearly identify what work was proposed. Drawings and details were required for the side 
porch, as well as information on how soffits, dentils, rakes, railings, etc., would be matched. Garage elevations 
needed to be submitted and the site plan needed to include details for walkways and the driveway. 
Commission members said that the two-story egress stair at the back would not be visible, and staff could 
issue a Certificate of Non-Applicability for that part of the project. 
 
Administrative Discussion 
Minutes: The January 2022 meeting minutes were approved. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 p.m. 
 
Recorded by B. Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner  
 
 
 
 


