Bob Smith Memorial
Waban Village Center

This bench in the village of Waban is dedicated to Bob Smith, remembered fondly by
generations of neighborhood school children as the proprietor of Waban News from
1963 to 2001. The store was a popular provider of not only newspapers, magazines, and
comic books, but also candy, soda, toys, and other after-school treats. Locals recall Bob
getting his start in his teens staffing the soda fountain at another Waban business,
Rhodes Pharmacy, until he eventually bought out Waban News from its previous

owners.
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