Blodgett Memorial

This monument is located in West Newton Square on Washington Street in front of Newton
District Court. The plaque and a watering trough honoring 1%t Lieutenant Richard Ashley
Blodgett [see below for a biography], who lost his life while serving in World War |, were
originally located at the head of a small park on Washington Street near 1479 Washington
Street. The granite watering trough was presented to the city by his family. The monument was
moved to its current location after it was displaced by the Massachusetts Turnpike extension
construction. The pictures show the replacement memorial.







RICHARD ASHLEY BLODGETT

Richard Ashley Blodgett was born to Edward E. and Mabel Fuller Blodgett on June 27, 1897 in
Brookline. His parents lived at 174 Temple Street in West Newton in 1917. He attended Newton
High School and went on to attend Williams College beginning in 1915. In 1916, Blodgett
attended the Officers’ Training Camp in Plattsburg, New York, and he volunteered for
ambulance service after war was declared. He was sent to France on May 5, 1917, where he
served as a munitions truck-driver. Blodgett received commendation from the French
Commander on July 28, 1917 for courage displayed during combat. He was transferred to
aviation training in Tours and was noted for his enthusiasm and ability in flying. After receiving
a commission for First Lieutenant on January 15, 1918, Blodgett was assigned to the 95th
Pursuit Squadron. He was killed in action on May 17, 1918. He is buried in France.

A friend in the squadron, Lieutenant Alden Bradford Sherry, wrote, "Out here on the front it

was his ability as a flyer, his quick perception of his duty, and his zeal in carrying out his work
without any thought of the risk involved, which made our admiration for him as great as our
affection."

He was survived by his parents and his brother, Robert Fuller Blodgett. In 1919, Mabel Blodgett
compiled her son’s papers into a book, The Life and Letters of Richard Ashley Blodgett, First
Lieutenant United States Air Service.



