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STAFF MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date:  August 18, 2022 
     

DATE:  August 11, 2022 
 

TO:   Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission    
   

FROM:   Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner 
     

SUBJECT:  Additional Review Information 
 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District 
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being reviewed 
and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making process of Chestnut 
Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the Chestnut Hill HDC can take into 
consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application. 

 
 

Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members, 

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you should 
have received in your meeting packet. 
 
Applications 

342 Beacon Street – Remediation Plan for Violation 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1947 Colonial Revival was first occupied by lawyer Frank J. Penny. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: This review is continued from a previous meeting. The applicants are presenting a plan to 
mitigate the installed front walkway, stairs, and entry landing that the commission denied and determined was in 
violation. They are presenting a new brick color and have proposed a new plan to layout the brick. 

Notes: The commission determined that the brick pavers and brick pattern for the walkway were not appropriate; 
the paver color was not compatible with the bricks on the house and the brick layout at the flare end was not 
appropriate. The commission requested an alternate plan for a brick that matched the house and was laid out in 
a more appropriate pattern. 

The applicant was asked to submit additional details; those will be posted and sent to commissioners when they 
are available. 

Commission members should look at the brick samples which are on the front entry landing. 
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MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Assessors database map 
Decision determining violation 
Photo of house 
Photos of before and after work was done 
Brick make and color 
Photographs of proposed brick 
Sketch of proposed walkway 
MHC Form B 
 

9 Old Orchard Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: This is a significant property in the district and in the City of Newton; the property is 
individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The circa 1714 main house block is one of the earliest 
surviving structures in Newton. In 1919, owners William H. and Dorothy G. Coburn hired architect Joseph Everett 
Chandler to restore interior features and the exterior clapboards. Chandler specialized in the Colonial Revival style 
and extensively studied colonial buildings in the eastern U.S. He restored and renovated a number of important 
historic Massachusetts structures, including the Mayflower House in Plymouth (1898), the Old State House (1908), 
the Paul Revere House (1908), and The House of the Seven Gables in Salem (1909.) In 1930, architect Harold Field 
Kellogg designed the two large wings, and attached garage. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: This review is continued from previous meetings. There are several items for review. 

The owners want to install a new electric meter; EverSource approved this to be in the basement, so it should not 
be visible. 

They also want to install a kitchen hood vent. 

They have submitted two options to redesign the patio and outdoor kitchen area.  

Note: The applicant was asked to submit additional details; those will be posted and sent to commissioners when 
they are available. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
EverSource approval to locate the electric meter in the basement 
Detail drawing and photo of location of hood vent 
March 2021 decision and approved plans for the patio and outdoor kitchen area 
Proposed patio options 
February 2021 decision and approved plans for siding 
Elevations showing areas of siding replaced by previous owners and areas of siding proposed for replacement in 
2021 

 

24 Essex Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1951 International style house was designed by architect G. Holmes Perkins in close 
collaboration with the owners shortly after Perkins left the Harvard Graduate School of Design to become Dean of 
the School of Fine Arts at the University of Pennsylvania. Perkins had a distinguished career as an educator, urban 
planner, and architect. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to renovate the existing house and garage, demolish the greenhouse 

addition, and build an addition and a tennis pavilion. 
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Note: The applicant was asked to submit additional details; those will be posted and sent to commissioners when 
they are available. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Assessor’s database map 
Photos of existing house and garage 
Survey 
Plans 
Demolition plans 
Renderings 
Site plan 
Elevations 
Landscape rendering and plans 
Photos of architectural details 
Material specifications 
Door and window details 
Energy compliance data 
MHC Form B 
Letters from abutters 

 

65 Suffolk Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1895 Colonial Revival house was first owned by the estate of Isaac Kingsbury and 
purchased by Frank Hallowell and his wife Jessie Donald Coburn. Frank Hallowell worked in the wool business in 
Boston. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to change the exterior paint color palette to a gray body color and white 
trim color. 

Notes: Commission members should look at the paint samples of the proposed colors which are on the right side 
of the garage. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Assessors database map 
Photos of the existing house and garage 
Photos of the paint samples 
Information about the proposed paint color palette 
MHC Form B 

 

7 Reservoir Avenue – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The house was built in 1994. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to replace the garage doors, paint the garage siding white, and remove 
two windows and cover the openings with siding to match the existing siding. 

Note: The applicant was asked to submit additional details; those will be posted and sent to commissioners when 
they are available. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Assessors database map 
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Photos of elevations, garage doors and windows 
Proposed garage doors 
Photos of examples of brick houses with white additions  
MHC Form B 

 

124 Chestnut Hill Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1923 English Revival house was designed by Frohman, Robb and Little for author Ben 
Ames Williams. Williams was a well-known novelist and short story writer; much of his writing was published in the 
Saturday Evening Post. Several of his novels and short stories were made into films; among them Adventure’s End, 
Leave Her to Heaven, The Strange Woman and Johnny Trouble. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to remove trees, install hardscaping, and put in new plantings. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Assessors database map 
Site plan 
Landscape plan 
Photos of trees to be removed 

 
32 Gate House Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1931 Colonial Revival style house was designed by C.H. Johnson and built for Edward 
A. Lally who lived at 11 Meigh Road. Lally also developed the properties at 12 and 17 Chestnut Hill Terrace. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: This review is continued from previous meetings. The owner wants to build a front entry 
vestibule and install two condensers on the left side of the house, one on each side of the bulkhead. The proposed 
front entry vestibule is modeled after the one at 25 Chestnut Hill Terrace. The condenser closest to the front would 
be screened with plantings. 

Note: The applicant was asked to submit additional details; those will be posted and sent to commissioners when 
they are available. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Assessors database map 
Photos of the house 
Existing and proposed site plans 
Plans including location of condensers 
Existing elevations and roof plan 
Photo of vestibule at 25 Chestnut Hill Terrace 
Demolition plan 
Proposed elevations and roof plan 
Photo of existing window 
Proposed windows and door 
MHC Form B 
 

Administrative discussion 

Minutes: The July 2022 draft minutes are included for review. 


