
 
 

Memorandum 
 
To: City Council 

From: Chief John Carmichael, Chief of Police 

          Carol Moore, City Clerk 

Re: Polling Location Details 

Date: August 3, 2022 

 
 

On June 22, 2022, an election reform law titled “The VOTES Act” was signed into law. The VOTES Act 
makes several of the temporary changes from the pandemic permanent. One reform involves the Police 
Officer assignments at polling locations. 
 
Previously, the law left the responsibility up to the Police Chief of the municipality to provide the number 
of Police officers assigned during elections to polling places. Now, with the VOTES Act, it requires City 
Council direction on the officer detail at each polling location. It strikes the current language in MGL 
Chapter 54, section 72: 
 

Section 72. The board or officer in charge of the police force of each city and town shall detail a 
sufficient number of police officers or constables for each building that contains the polling place 
for one or more precincts at every election therein to preserve order and to protect the election 
officers and supervisors from any interference with their duties and to aid in enforcing the laws 
relating to elections; provided, however, that this section may apply to section 25B at the discretion 
of the election officers and registrars for a city or town.   

 And inserts: 

Section 72. The select board, board of selectmen, town council or city council of each city and town, 
in consultation with its election officers and registrars, shall detail a sufficient number of police 
officers or constables for each building that contains the polling place for 1 or more precincts at 
every election therein to preserve order and to protect the election officers and supervisors from any 
interference with their duties and to aid in enforcing the laws relating to elections.   

The assistance of the Police department provides the secure transfer of election equipment and ballots to 
the polling locations before the polls open on Election day and at the end of Election night, the delivery of 
voted and un-voted ballots and supplies to the Elections Vault. The assigned officer will assist the Warden, 
with any enforcement issues throughout the day.  Enforcement at polling locations includes the Warden 
ensuring order with assistance of the police, but also police can enforce polling place laws.  The requested 
second officer provides additional assistance in directing voters when needed, usually for a school that does 
not have a separate entrance for voters, or for added security. The list of polling locations and requested 
detail personnel is attached. The requested number has been the current practice in recent years. The 
Election Commission recommended the current coverage at their July 13th meeting. 

After the primary election, we will revisit the success of staffing levels with the Public Safety & 
Transportation Committee for City Council approval in future elections.

 



Officer Detail - Election Day 
September 6, 2022

Ward Precinct Polling Location Address Primary Officer 5:15 am - Close 2nd Officer requested
1 1 LINCOLN ELIOT  ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 191 PEARL ST X X
1 2 GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 76 ELDREDGE ST X
1 2A
1 3 BIGELOW MIDDLE SCHOOL 42 VERNON ST X
7 2
1 4 PELLEGRINI PLAYGROUND 11 HAWTHORN ST X
2 1 ALBEMARLE FIELDHOUSE 250 ALBEMARLE RD X
2 2 CABOT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 229 CABOT ST X
2 3 NEWTON SENIOR CENTER 345 WALNUT STREET X
2 4 NEWTON FREE LIBRARY 330 HOMER STREET X
3 1 NORDIC HALL AT SCANDINAVIAN LIVING 206 WALTHAM STREET X
3 2 PEIRCE  ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 170 TEMPLE ST X X
3 3 FRANKLIN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 125 DERBY ST X
3 4
4 1 BURR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 171 PINE ST X X
4 4
4 2 HAMILTON COMMUNITY CTR 545 GROVE ST X
4 3 WILLIAMS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 141 GROVE ST X X
5 1 EMERSON COMMUNITY CTR 51 PETTEE ST X
5 2 HYDE COMMUNITY CTR 90 LINCOLN ST X
6 3
5 3 ZERVAS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 30 BEETHOVEN AVE X
5 4
6 1 BOWEN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 280 CYPRESS ST X X
6 2
6 4 MASON RICE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 149 PLEASANT ST X
7 1 CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER 379 HAMMOND ST X
7 3 WARD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 10 DOLPHIN RD X
7 4
8 1 OAK HILL MIDDLE SCHOOL 130 WHEELER RD X
8 2 TEMPLE BETH AVODAH 45 PUDDINGSTONE LN X X
8 3 COUNTRYSIDE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 191 DEDHAM ST X X
8 4 SHUMAN COMMUNITY CENTER 675 SAW MILL BROOK PKWY X

CITY HALL EARLY VOTING X - During Early Voting Hours
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