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STAFF MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date:  July 28, 2022 
     

DATE:  July 20, 2022 
 

TO:   Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission    
   

FROM:   Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner 
     

SUBJECT:  Additional Review Information 
 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District 
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being 
reviewed and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making 
process of Chestnut Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the 
Chestnut Hill HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review 
application. 

 
 

Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members, 

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you 
should have received in your meeting packet. 
 
Applications 

152 Suffolk Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

Note: the back of the property is visible from the MBTA line and from Houghton Gardens. 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1904 Spanish Eclectic style house was designed by Chapman & Frazer for 
Clement S. Houghton and is individually listed on the National Register. The house was built on a 26-acre 
parcel that was formerly the property of local farmer Francis Kingsbury who began subdividing his land 
and selling off house lots in the mid-1800s. Houghton was a founding member of the Chestnut Hill Garden 
Club; he and his wife Martha worked with the Arnold Arboretum to gather rare plants and Martha 
travelled to England, France, and Japan to research gardens and collect plants. Landscape architect 
Warren Manning was responsible for the comprehensive landscape design and the “wild garden” that 
became today’s Houghton Garden. Landscape architect Wayne Stiles worked with Martha Houghton to 
create the alpine rock garden along the northern edge of Houghton Pond; this was one of the earliest rock 
gardens in the U.S. Houghton Garden was established in 1968 after the Chestnut Hill Neighborhood 
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Association fought off a proposed art school. The stable, garage and coachman’s house are now 100 
Suffolk Road. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: This review is continued from previous meetings. The owners want to build a new 
shed across from the existing garage bays. 

At the back of the property, they want to extend the back patio to build a terrace structure with a pool, 
pool fence, pergola, and built-in grille; move existing children’s play climber and swings to the back; and 
install safety lighting.  

Notes: The sports court has been removed from the application and the proposed site plan shows the 
contouring and landscaping for that area. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Site plans 
Lighting plan 
Historic photos 
Sections 
Fence plan 
Elevations 
Photos 
Product and material information 

 

12 Kingsbury Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The house was built in 1892. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: This review is continued from previous meetings. The owners want approval for 
the final plans for the renovation of the main house and new addition and attached garage. 

Notes: The Commission approved the design concept for the main house in 2021 with the requirement 
that the final construction documents be submitted for Commission review and approval. 

The accessory unit, hardscaping at the back, and the first phase of the landscaping project in the area 
directly in front of the house (plantings, retaining walls, walkway, stairs, address marker and fencing) 
have been approved.  

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Decision approving design concept in 2021 
Assessors database map 
Historic photos 
Site plans 
Material plan 
Plans 
Elevations 
Cross sections 
Detail drawings 
Photographs 
Renderings 
Product and material information 
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61 Gate House Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1905 Colonial Revival was built on farmland that belonged to Isaac 
Kingsbury. The original address appears to have been 22 Reservoir Avenue; the original lot extended to 
both sides of Firth Road (now Nancy Road) with the west property line bordered by Reservoir Avenue and 
the east property line bordered by Norfolk Road (now Gate House Road.) William and Isabella Firth lived 
in the house by 1907; William was the president of a firm in the Post Office Building in Boston. The 1910 
U.S. Federal Census shows that William and Isabella Firth lived in the house with their daughter, Pauline, 
and three English servants, Emma Wright, Margaret Fraser, and Sarah A. Atkinson. William’s occupation 
is listed as a machinery importer. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The application was withdrawn from the June meeting; the owners asked that it 

be moved to the July meeting. The owners want to install two retractable awnings on the back of the 

house. The back of the house is visible from Nancy Road. 

Notes: Similar to the project at 17 Old England Road, the awning housings will become an 

architectural feature, so the owners were asked to provide accurate and dimensioned drawings of the 

housings, drawings showing how far out the awnings will extend, photos of the housing color and 

installed housing, and details about how the installation will be executed.  

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Assessors database map 
Photographs 
Drawings 
Product and material information 
MHC Form B 

 

342 Beacon Street – Certificate of Appropriateness (Violation) 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1947 Colonial Revival was first occupied by lawyer Frank J. Penny. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners have submitted an application for the work that was done without 
commission review and approval to replace the front walkway, stairs, and entry. 

The flagstone and brick stair treads were replaced with bluestone, and the flagstone walkway was 
replaced with brick. The brick risers were replaced with brick. 

Note: If exterior work is done without a Certificate of Appropriateness, Non-Applicability, or Hardship, 
the owner must submit an application for the work. If the Commission denies a Certificate of 
Appropriateness, Non-Applicability, or Hardship for the work, the Commission will determine that the 
work is in violation and give direction for the remediation to the owner. The owner must then submit 
a violation remediation plan for commission review and approval. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Assessors database map 
Photographs 
MHC Form B 
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31 Chestnut Hill Terrace – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: Newton and Chestnut Hill experienced heavy development pressure in the 
1920s. Several large Chestnut Hill estates were subdivided at that time, including Mrs. Henry Lee’s 
property along Gatehouse Road and Beacon Street. Chestnut Hill Terrace was named Newton Street when 
it was laid out in 1928; the name was changed to Chestnut Hill Terrace in 1930. The Colonial Revival house 
was designed by Newton architect Albert M. Kreider and built by J.C. Crowley of Brighton in 1941. Kreider 
was the architect for 358 Beacon Street, and Post war 1940s and 1950s subdivisions on Evelyn Road, Judith 
Road, Mary Ellen Road and Walnut Street. The first owners of 31 Chestnut Hill Terrace were Martin W. 
and Mary Newman. Martin worked as a broker at 66 Summer Street in Boston. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to replace a five-foot section of wood picket fencing on the back 
property line with a section of chain link fencing to match the existing chain link fence that runs along the 
back of the property. 

Note: The change was noticed as a waiver of public hearing for an insubstantial change. No formal 
appeal was submitted by July 20th, so the application was administratively approved and will not be 
reviewed at the meeting.  

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Assessors database map 
Site plan with fence plan 
Photographs 

 

3 Meigh Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: Meigh Road is located on a portion of the former R. H. White Estate. The 1931 
Colonial Revival house was designed by architect B.G. Donovan. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owner wants to remove the two groups of windows on the front left side 
bump out (two ganged six-over-six double hungs and a window with two single lites) and replace them 
with three ganged six-over-six double hung windows. 

A one-over-one window on the back would be replaced with a six-over-six window. If the back window is 
not visible from a public or private way, it can be approved administratively. 

Note: The proposed window is an aluminum-clad window and the existing windows are all wood. The 
owner was asked to provide detailed product specs showing the window construction and a sample 
window or cross-section, and to submit an option for an all-wood window. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Assessors database map 
Photographs 
Elevations 
Window drawings 
Window specifications 
MHC Form B 
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109 Essex Road – Certificate of Non-Applicability (Non-Binding Recommendation) 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1928 Colonial Revival house was designed by Little and Russel for F. 
Wadsworth and Harriet Busk. F. Wadsworth Busk worked as a stockbroker in Boston. James Lovell Little, 
Jr. designed the First Unitarian Church of Chestnut Hill at 26 Suffolk Road in 1910. In 1915, Little partnered 
with Benjamin F. W. Russell in 1915 and the firm design a number of residences in Chestnut Hill. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owner wants to install a pool, fence, retaining wall, and shed in the back left 
area of the property. 

Note: The back of the property is visible from Gate House Road. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Assessors database map 
Photographs 
Site plans 
Product and material information 
MHC Form B 

 

9 Old Orchard Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: This is a significant property in the district and in the City of Newton; the property 
is individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The circa 1714 main house block is one of 
the earliest surviving structures in Newton. In 1919, owners William H. and Dorothy G. Coburn hired 
architect Joseph Everett Chandler to restore interior features and the exterior clapboards. Chandler 
specialized in the Colonial Revival style and extensively studied colonial buildings in the eastern U.S. He 
restored and renovated a number of important historic Massachusetts structures, including the 
Mayflower House in Plymouth (1898), the Old State House (1908), the Paul Revere House (1908), and The 
House of the Seven Gables in Salem (1909.) In 1930, architect Harold Field Kellogg designed the two large 
wings, and attached garage. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to install condensers, exterior lighting, rear outdoor kitchen, 
railings, vents, and electric meter. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Plans 
Elevations 
Product and material specifications 
Plans approved September 2020 

 

9 Old Orchard Road – Final Project Approval 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: See above. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners are requesting final approval of the installed roof. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Approved roof shingle product 
Photographs of installed roof 
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24 Essex Road – Working Session 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1951 International style house was designed by architect G. Holmes Perkins 
in close collaboration with the owners shortly after Perkins left the Harvard Graduate School of Design to 
become Dean of the School of Fine Arts at the University of Pennsylvania. Perkins had a distinguished 
career as an educator, urban planner, and architect. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners are requesting feedback on a project to renovate the existing house 

and garage, and to build a one-story addition. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Assessor’s database map 
Site plans 
Photographs 
Plans 
Renderings 
Elevations 
Details 
Products and materials 
MHC Form B 

 

Administrative discussion 

Minutes: There are no draft minutes ready for review. 

Commission election: Election for Chair, Vice Chair, and Secretary. 


