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                                   June 20, 2022 
 

Dear Chairs Michlewitz and Rodrigues, 
  
We are writing to respectfully request your support for $85 million in the Supplemental Budget for the 
MassDOT Commuter Rail Accessibility Improvements project in the City of Newton. Our State Senator 
Cynthia Creem as well as State Representatives Kay Khan, Ruth Balser and John Lawn have long 
advocated for these necessary upgrades, as have Mayor Ruthanne Fuller and Congressman Jake 
Auchincloss. 
  
It is not an overstatement to say that this project will be truly transformational – not only for Newton but 
for the entire MetroWest region. 
  
Accessibility 
The three stations to be upgraded are currently inaccessible to those with mobility challenges. They have 
long staircases offering no protection from the elements, and once on the platform, riders must climb up 
and down stairs to enter and dismount from the trains. Individuals with physical disabilities, the elderly, 
pregnant women, parents carrying infants or toddlers: none of them can access our commuter rail 
stops.       
 

 
 Newtonville Commuter Rail steps 
  
Improvements in Service on Entire Worcester-Framingham Line 
The current stations have platforms on only one side of the track. This means that when passengers are 
getting on or disembarking from the farther track, no other trains can be using the track closer to the 
platform (because they would run over the passengers getting on and off the train). As a result the 
frequency of trains along the entire Worcester-Framingham line is limited by the single side platforms at 
the three Newton stops. Double platforms would open up the possibility of much more frequent service 
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for all riders, including those who currently do not take the train but would if there was more frequent 
service. 
  
Transit Oriented Development 
We are proud of the role Newton is playing to address our regional housing crisis, by approving 
thousands of new housing units in the last several years with many more expected to come. Many of 
these housing units are located next to the three commuter rail stops to be upgraded: Auburndale, West 
Newton, and Newtonville. In fact, being “transit-oriented” was a major selling point of these projects: 
Austin Street, Trio, Dunstan East, the Armory, Riverside, Riverdale, and more. To our residents who 
expressed consternation that the additional density would bring more traffic and congestion, we assured 
them that would not be the case, because the new residents would be drawn to the excellent public 
transportation in our bus and commuter rail lines. Improving these three stops, and thereby reducing 
barriers to the mobility-challenged, as well as allowing improvements in service, would send a strong 
message not only to our residents but to local leaders across the Commonwealth that the legislature is a 
true partner to communities doing their part to address our housing shortage.  A final note on housing; 
Newton is in the midst of rezoning our village centers to allow increased housing development by right 
with a view to compliance with the MBTA Communities Act.  The renovation of these 3 stations is a 
key element in making this rezoning believable and acceptable to our residents.  Of note is that up to 
twenty percent of housing created by special permit or by right in Newton must be affordable. 
  
Environment 
The legislature approved comprehensive climate change legislation last year committing our state to 
achieve net zero emissions by 2050, and you are negotiating yet another climate bill at this moment. 
That is laudable and we are so grateful for your leadership. As transportation accounts for 40% of 
Massachusetts greenhouse gas emissions, we believe this project is consistent with that net zero goal, 
because it will enable so many drivers to leave their cars at home or even give up cars entirely and take 
public transportation, including those who physically cannot access our train platforms at this time. 
Reducing car usage means less traffic and congestion, fewer greenhouse gas emissions, and also 
improved air quality in all neighborhoods that Newton and Metrowest commuters drive through, such as 
Boston which has among the highest asthma levels in the Northeast.  
  
The estimated total construction cost for the three new stations is $170 million, and with the $85 million 
from the Commonwealth, we would be in an excellent position to access federal matching funds from 
the All Stations Accessibility Program, established in the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) recently 
passed by Congress. 
  
We are grateful for your consideration of our strong support for this project, and our City Council 
President Susan Albright and members from the relevant wards would be delighted to have the 
opportunity to speak with you in more detail or even host you for a site visit of the stops in their current 
condition so you could see for yourself how dire the need is for significant upgrades. 
  
Sincerely, 
Susan Albright,President  Pam Wright   Brenda Noel 
Rick Lipof, Vice President  Julia Malakie   Vickie Danberg 
Lisle Baker, President Emeritus Andrea Kelley  Alicia Bowman 
Alison Leary    Josh Krintzman  Marc Laredo 
Maria Sciabelli Greenberg  Chris Markiewicz  Becky Grossman 
John Oliver    Deb Crossley   Holly Ryan 
Emily Norton    Andreae Downs  David Kalis 
Tarik Lucas    Bill Humphrey  Lenny Gentile 


