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MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARINGS
NEWTON HISTORICAL COMMISSION
DATE: May 26, 2022
PLACE/TIME: Via Zoom
ATTENDING: Doug Cornelius, Member Katie Kubie, Member
Nancy Grissom, Member Mark Armstrong, Member
John Rice, Member John Sisson, Alt.
Anne Marie Stein, Alt. Valerie Birmingham, Staff
ABSENT: Peter Dimond, Chairman Amanda Stauffer Park, Member
Harvey Schorr Alt.

The meeting was called to order via Zoom at 7:00 p.m. Voting permanent members were Cornelius,
Grissom, Armstrong, Kubie and Rice. Valerie Birmingham acted as Zoom host and the meeting was
digitally recorded on the Zoom device.

Administrative Item:
Election of Acting Chair

Ms. Birmingham asked for nominations for an Acting Chair for the meeting. Mr. Armstrong nominated
Mr. Cornelius. No other nominations were submitted, and Ms. Birmingham closed the period of time
to submit nominations.

RESOLVED to elect Mr. Cornelius to Act as Chair for the May 26, 2022 Newton Historical Commission
meeting

Voting in the Affirmative:  Voting in the Negative: Abstained:
Doug Cornelius, Member

Nancy Grissom, Member

Mark Armstrong, Member

Katie Kubie, Member

Preserving the Past v]'(( Planning for the Future



John Rice, Member
Mr. Cornelius served as acting Chair for the meeting. Mr. Sisson and Ms. Stein were designated to vote.

345 Walnut Street, Newton Senior Center (Ward 2)
Request from the Public Buildings Dept. for NHC feedback on the NewCal Project and Mitigation
Plan

Joshua Morse, Public Buildings Commissioner, commented that he wanted to have an opportunity to
reengage the Commission and inquired about ways to involve the Commission moving forward. Dan
Chen, architect for the project, went over the site plan, renderings and design elements of the project
with the Commission, and noted that parts of the design were inspired by the current senior center.
Mr. Morse mentioned that the team was still looking at the best location for the Connick stained glass
windows.

No public comment was heard for this item.

Mr. Armstrong commented that the cupola looked out of place. Mr. Chen further explained the design
of the cupola and its function and location.

Mr. Morse commented on the draft mitigation plan and remarked that while the project was not
required to go to the Massachusetts Historical Commission, they still wanted to align with the typical
requirements.

Mr. Rice remarked that he had experience with the Public Buildings Department and volunteered
himself to represent the Commission for this project.

43 Carver Road — Demolition Review (Ward 5)
Request to demolish house and detached garage

Staff reported that based on atlas and city water records, this wood framed house was constructed
between 1895-1896. The footprint appears to still reflect its original design, as the bay windows on the
front and sides are evident on an 1896 plan to hook up the water. The wrap around front porch
originally extended further down the left side of the building to the bay window. As is typical for a
building of this age, material changes have occurred such as the replacement of windows and siding in
2010. Remaining elements include the high-pitched hip roof with projecting dormers on all slopes,
brick chimney, and decorative scroll brackets visible on the right-side entry. An early wood framed
detached garage, or converted carriage house, first appears on the 1907 atlas in its present location
and is designed to mimic the house including its hip roof and dormers.

Early owners of the house are Theodore Martel, a clerk and his wife Mary, who appear on the 1907
atlas and likely purchased it after the original owner, Herbert Patterson, moved to Billerica in 1905,
and owned the property until selling it in 1913 to Edwin, a merchant in baker’s supplies, and Eva
Johnson. Staff recommended the Commission preferably preserve the late 19t century house for
architectural integrity for the remaining elements listed above, and not preferably preserve the garage.



Michael Saris, representative for the application, commented that there were a bunch of architectural
elements and they seemed smashed together. Further, Mr. Saris remarked that there were few other
houses like it and there were better architectural examples in the neighborhood.

Mr. Armstrong inquired if the lot was large enough to subdivide. Mr. Saris replied that it was not.

The item was opened to public comment. Kathy Pillsbury, 34 Carver Road, commented that there were
a number of Victorians on the street and the house fit in, and that a new house would be out of scale.
Additionally, Ms. Pillsbury commented that it was important to preserve in terms of the climate and
that it was a beautiful house with original woodwork. Peter Barrer, 60 Endicott Street, remarked that it
was a pretty house that belonged where it was, and that he was concerned about what might replace
it. Linda Weinstein, 145 Woodward Street, commented that it was a beautiful house, and she would
hate to see it demolished. Silvia Bottinelli, 38 Beecher Place, commented that the different styles make
it valuable. Marc Eichen, 29 Carver Road, remarked it was well sited with interesting design elements.

Ms. Kubie made a motion to preferably preserve the house at 43 Carver Road. Ms. Stein seconded the
motion.

RESOLVED to preferably preserve the house at 43 Carver Road
Voting in the Affirmative:  Voting in the Negative: Abstained

Doug Cornelius, Acting Chair
Nancy Grissom, Member

Mark Armstrong, Member
Katie Kubie, Member
John Rice, Member
John Sisson, Alt.
Anne Marie Stein, Alt.

Ms. Kubie made a motion to preferably preserve the detached garage at 43 Carver Road. Ms. Grissom
seconded the motion.

RESOLVED to preferably preserve the detached garage at 43 Carver Road

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained
Doug Cornelius, Acting Chair
Nancy Grissom, Member
Mark Armstrong, Member
Katie Kubie, Member
John Rice, Member
John Sisson, Alt.
Anne Marie Stein, Alt.

The motion failed to pass. The detached garage is not preferably preserved.



Mr. Sisson left the meeting

949 Centre Street — Partial Demolition (Ward 2)
Request to construct additions and demolish detached garage

Staff reported that the wood framed house at 949 Centre Street was constructed ¢.1880 by original
owner Patrick Cummings, a stone mason who laid building foundations. Patrick and his wife Elizabeth,
both Irish immigrants, resided in the house with their children, and owned the property as early as
1874. The Cummings family owned the property until 1899 when Elizabeth sold it to Patrick Barry.
Patrick Barry, a gardener, resided at the property with his wife Elizabeth and their children until his
death in the 1930s. The Barry children, including Lawrence Barry, a 56-year Boston Globe advertising
employee, continued to own and reside in the house until it was sold in 1970.

In 1921, Patrick Barry permitted for construction the two car Brooks Skinner garage. For decades the
house was more vernacular in nature, with its rear ell first evident on the 1886 city atlas. The largest
alteration, which vastly altered the facade of the original house, occurred in 1947, when the Barry
family had a large 21’ x 29’ two-story right-side addition constructed for $6,000. As part of the project,
the front door was closed in and replaced with a window, a front porch that ran the width of the front
facade was removed; alterations were made to the windows and details on the cornices. The current
front entry porch with decorative wood lattice and copper roof were also added as part of the project.
While the scope altered the house significantly with an intention to give it some colonial style aspects,
popular in the 1940s, the work was a nicely executed example of an evolution of an existing 19t
century house. Today, the house still appears to be a good representation of itself after the 1947
addition, and the blending of the two centuries, and staff recommended the Commission preferably
preserve the house. Staff did not recommend preferably preserving the detached garage.

Micha Avramovich, representative for the application, commented that they try to preserve when they
can, the owners wanted to work around the existing house, and that the garage does not belong to any
period of time.

There was no public comment.

Mr. Armstrong made a motion to preferably preserve the garage at 949 Centre Street. Ms. Kubie
seconded the motion.

RESOLVED to preferably preserve the garage at 949 Centre Street

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained
Doug Cornelius, Acting Chair
Nancy Grissom, Member
Mark Armstrong, Member
Katie Kubie, Member
John Rice, Member
Anne Marie Stein, Alt.




The motion failed to pass. The detached garage is not preferably preserved.

Ms. Grissom made a motion to preferably preserve the house at 949 Centre Street. Ms. Stein seconded
the motion.

RESOLVED to preferably preserve the house at 949 Centre Street
Voting in the Affirmative:  Voting in the Negative: Abstained

Doug Cornelius, Acting Chair
Nancy Grissom, Member

Mark Armstrong, Member
Katie Kubie, Member

John Rice, Member

Anne Marie Stein, Alt.

The motion failed to pass. The house is not preferably preserved.

9 Grove Hill Avenue — Demolition Review (Ward 2)
Request to demolish house

Staff reported that 9 Grove Hill Avenue is a small two-story Shingle style building built in the early
1890s as the carriage house for the matching house at 39 Prospect Avenue. The similarities between
the two buildings are particularly visible from Prospect Avenue, where the former carriage house can
be seen behind the porte-cochere of 39 Prospect Avenue. Although much smaller in scale, 9 Grove Hill
Avenue shares design elements as the main house including clapboard siding on the first floor with
sawtooth shingle siding on the second floor and dormers; a band of trim separating the first and
second floors which the sawtooth shingles flairs out over; pedimented gable end dormers with saw
tooth siding surrounded by heavy wood molding; and varied, asymmetrical facades. 9 Grove Hill
Avenue has retained its Shingle style details, and its association with the existing house is still clear
from both its placement and design elements.

The house and carriage house were part of a late nineteenth century housing development created by
the Newton Land Improvement Company. When a plan to surround Bullough’s Pond with a large
“Central Park style park” fell through in 1883, the land was divided into individual house lots. While
most of the lots were developed in the 20 century, 9 Grove Hill Avenue and 39 Prospect Avenue were
built shortly after the development was created. 9 Grove Hill Avenue first appears on the 1895 City
Atlas as the carriage house located to the northwest of 39 Prospect Avenue. The two buildings
remained on the same lot until 1940, when the property was divided into three parcels: a lot with the
existing house at 39 Prospect Avenue, the carriage house at what is now 9 Grove Hill Avenue, and a
third vacant lot that is now 1 Grove Hill Avenue. In 1947, then owner Isabel Katz received a building
permit to convert the former “Coachman’s House” into a single-family home. The permit notes that
the front porch and a modern entrance were added at that time, but that no structural changes were
made to the building. This porch appears on the east facade of the building facing the street in later
site plans but has since been removed.



While the former carriage house has been a single-family home for nearly eighty years, it has retained
elements of the original design and associations with the original house at 39 Prospect Avenue. As a
surviving carriage house in this area, staff recommended it be preferably preserved.

Victor Kushch, owner, commented that there were limitations with construction and the existing
house, as well as setback issues. Further, Mr. Kushch commented that they intended to construct
something better for the neighborhood.

The item was opened to public comment. Andy Hiller, 39 Prospect Avenue, remarked that nothing new
would match as the former carriage house went with the house at 39 Prospect Avenue, and that the
neighborhood was variety of styles and scale.

The Commission discussed the Ordinance and standard of not reviewing proposed plans when
determining whether to preferably preserve a building.

Ms. Stein made a motion to preferably preserve the house at 9 Grove Hill Avenue. Ms. Grissom
seconded the motion.

RESOLVED to preferably preserve the house at 9 Grove Hill Avenue
Voting in the Affirmative:  Voting in the Negative: Abstained

Doug Cornelius, Acting Chair
Nancy Grissom, Member

Mark Armstrong, Member
Katie Kubie, Member
John Rice, Member
Anne Marie Stein, Alt.

Mr. Sisson returned to the meeting.

342 Auburndale Avenue — Demolition Review (Ward 4)
Request to demolish barn

Staff reported that the owners for this address first applied to demolish the barn in 2019, and the NHC
voted to preferably preserve the building and impose a one-year delay in February 2019. The applicant
did receive a waiver with conditions from the delay in July 2019, however they did not receive a
demolition permit from the Inspectional Services Department or execute those plans, and the initial
delay expired in February 2020. According to the Demolition Delay Ordinance, an applicant has two
years to obtain a demolition permit from ISD once a delay expires, and if one is not obtained within
that time frame, an applicant must start the process over. Staff has confirmed this with the Law
Department, and has said in this specific case, the applicant does need to begin the process again as
the owner did not receive a demolition permit between February 2020 and February 2022, and the
reconstruction plans have changed. The owner has since reapplied for demolition review of the barn.



According to the member agenda from the February 2019, this property was surveyed in 1980 as a
uniqgue example of Vernacular architecture of c.1873 construction. A “horsebarn” was noted on the
survey form, but no other description was provided. Thomas S. Davis, a jeweler, was noted as the first
owner of the property. The barn appears on the 1874 atlas along with the house. In 1879, Davis
moved to Boston, and by 1887 the property was owned by Caspar De Veer, a bookkeeper. By 1901,
Samuel J. Whall, a taxidermist, owned the property. By 1919 the house was owned by Thomas M.
Gleason, an Irish laborer, and in 1929 his widow Margaret lived here with four children. Charles
Gleason owned the house ten years later. Alice Gleason is listed as the owner in 1948, and was still
here until 1968, when Leo Bassett, a service technician at Friden, Inc. became owner. He lived here
through at least the 1980s. The barn was on site at this address the entire time, and as was common
post-Civil War, was designed in a complementary style to the house. Staff recommended the
Commission once again preferably preserve the barn for its historic and architectural context with the
main house.

Betsy Basset and Michael King, owners, went over the history of Ms. Basset’s family with the property
and that the goal of the project was for the building to be more functional. Further, they remarked that
the building did not have a foundation and was falling in and commented that they would like to age
into the house, have their business at home and enhance the property. Additionally, they remarked
that they had support from the neighbors and that the Pandemic had shut down their process.

There was no public comment.

Ms. Grissom made a motion to preferably preserve the barn at 342 Auburndale Avenue. Ms. Kubie
seconded the motion.

RESOLVED to preferably preserve the barn at 342 Auburndale Avenue

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained
Doug Cornelius, Acting Chair

Nancy Grissom, Member

Mark Armstrong, Member

Katie Kubie, Member

John Rice, Member

John Sisson, Alt.
Anne Marie Stein, Alt.

171-173 Pearl Street (Ward 1)
Request to construct additions

Staff reported that this surveyed c. 1860 house was originally owned by John T Cavanaugh. Cavanaugh
is first listed at the property in the 1871 directory and is noted as being a carpenter at that time.
According to the survey form on file with the state, Cavanaugh resided and operated a grocery store
out of the building, prior to it being sold to David Broderick by 1885. This aligns with the 1883 directory
which lists Cavanaugh as a grocer on Pearl Street. Shortly after Broderick retained ownership of the
property, he constructed a large right-side addition and bay on the left side of the house. The footprint



changes are reflected on the 1895 city atlas, and staff dates them to the late 1880s as Broderick put an
ad in the newspaper in 1887 for a carpenter. Broderick died in 1898 and the next known owner was
Mary Darcy, an Irish Immigrant, who continued on the grocery store use. By the 1940s, the property
owner was Joseph Cosman, who associated the grocery store with Turner Centre Ice Cream. This multi-
use as a residence at 173 and grocery/variety store for the area at 171 would continue to 1970 when it
was converted to a two-family house. Material and exterior changes are evident on this house and
street, and the street itself does not appear to be a cohesive group in terms of historical context with
strong significance as the construction dates and styles range from the mid/late 19t century to the
early 20™ century. Still the house is interesting as a remaining example of a 19t century local variety
and grocery store that provided the service to the neighborhood for a century, and which was later
converted to a residence. For this reason, staff recommended preferably preserving the building.

Terry Morris, attorney for the owner, remarked that there was no evidence to preferably preserve the
building, and that the building had been a house for fifty years.

Mr. Armstrong commented that the project was a great way to bring the site into a better use and a
great contextual response.

There was no public comment.

Mr. Armstrong made a motion to preferably preserve the house at 171-173 Pearl Street. Ms. Kubie
seconded the motion.

RESOLVED to preferably preserve the house at 171-173 Pearl Street

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained
Doug Cornelius, Acting Chair
Nancy Grissom, Member
Mark Armstrong, Member
Katie Kubie, Member
John Rice, Member
John Sisson, Alt.
Anne Marie Stein, Alt.

The motion failed to pass. The house is not preferably preserved.

21 Whitlowe Road — Partial Demolition Review (Ward 4)
Request to construct additions

This application was withdrawn by the applicant prior to the meeting.

25 Beecher Place — Demolition Review (Ward 6)
Request to demolish house



Staff reported that the vernacular wood framed house with Craftsman style influences was permitted
for construction in 1928. The architect and builder listed on the original permit was R.E. Dawson. The
single-family house was one of the later additions to the street, which according to the 1930 census,
was predominantly inhabited by immigrants. The first owner was Giacomo Alleva, a worker at the City
Stables at 90 Crafts Street, and his wife Jennie, both Italian immigrants. The Alleva family owned the
property until this year as their son Francis, a long time teacher at Newton South High School, and his
wife Anna, would retain ownership throughout the decades. The two and a half story house rises from
a stone foundation to an asphalt front gabled roof, and retained its original footprint until 1979, when
a one story rear addition was constructed. As a later addition to a collection of late 19* century
houses, some of which have since been demolished, staff struggles to find it to have a prominent role
in the surrounding context, and it does not stand out on its own as a good example of any architectural
style and no significant historical events appear to have occurred at the property. For these reasons
staff did not recommend it be preferably preserved.

Franklin Schwarzer, attorney for the owner, agreed with staff that it should not be preferably
preserved and provided the Commission with letters of support from neighbors.

Mr. Armstrong commented that it was relatively intact, but remarked it was an island without any
context.

The item was opened to public comment. Silvia Bottinelli, 38 Beecher Place, commented that the
house did provide context and it was an invaluable environment that was losing too much. Further, Ms.
Bottinelli commented on the history and character of the area as it was host to a community of Italian
immigrants and remarked that the whole environmental structure should be preserved. Mary Lee
Belleville, 136 Warren Street, remarked that she hated to see another affordable house be torn down.
Diego Puppin, 38 Beecher Place, remarked that it was one of the few remaining houses in the area, and
that it had been a community of Italian immigrants that was slowly by surrounded by mcmansions and
that the area was losing its history.

Ms. Stein remarked that there was something in terms of context.

Ms. Stein made a motion to preferably preserve the house at 25 Beecher Place. Ms. Grissom seconded
the motion.

RESOLVED to preferably preserve the house at 25 Beecher Place

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained
Doug Cornelius, Acting Chair

Nancy Grissom, Member
Mark Armstrong, Member
Katie Kubie, Member
John Rice, Member

John Sisson, Alt.

Anne Marie Stein, Alt.



184 Spiers Road — Demolition Review (Ward 8)
Request to demolish house

Staff reported that 184 Spiers Road is a now unusual example of an original Oak Hill Park Veteran’s
Development house which has survived without later additions. The one-story ranch style house is one
of the simpler designs of the original development, with a narrow projecting shed style hood over the
front entrance and few other embellishments. A wide band of dentil style molding has been added
below the eaves of the gable roof on the front and rear fagade, possibly when the existing vinyl siding
was installed in 2012. Solar panels were also added to the building in 2014.

Oak Hill Park is Newton’s first and only fully designed village constructed in 1948 to house WWII
Veterans and their families. The City worked with the Joseph Kelly Corporation on the unique design
for a neighborhood of 412 ranch style homes centered around an interconnected pedestrian path
system. Houses faced the pathways where applicable and were available in one of four front facade
designs, all of which had identical footprints. 184 Spiers Road has retained much its original design and
is located in a remaining section of the neighborhood which has retained its original design, scale and
context. For these reasons staff recommended the Commission preferably preserve the house.

Svetlana Goncharenko and Vladimir Shtokman, owners, commented that they moved into the house to
be closer to family and would like to rebuild in order to have more space for their growing family and
to work from home. Further, they commented on changes to the house, and changes and past
Commission decisions on other houses in the neighborhood.

The item was opened to public comment. Elizabeth Ann Diaz, 179 Spiers Road, remarked that she
understood why the owners wanted to rebuild and supported them. Joel Skolnick, 172 Spiers Road,
supported the owners and commented that the house had been completely redone and that there was
no real historical context anymore. Victoria Drizin-Sirotin, 52 Spiers Road, supported the owners and
also commented on the lack of remaining historical context. Jon Sneider, 634 Saw Mill Brook Parkway,
remarked that the previous owners moved due to lack of space and did not want the same for the
owners, and commented that he saw no reason for a delay. Natalya and Dmitriy Shtokman, 247 Spiers
Road, remarked on the difficulties with the lack of space and asked the Commission to allow the
owners to demolish the house.

Mr. Armstrong made a motion to preferably preserve the house at 184 Spiers Road. Ms. Kubie
seconded the motion.

RESOLVED to preferably preserve the house at 184 Spiers Rod

Voting in the Affirmative:  Voting in the Negative: Abstained
Doug Cornelius, Acting Chair

Nancy Grissom, Member

Mark Armstrong, Member

Katie Kubie, Member
John Rice, Member
John Sisson, Alt.



Anne Marie Stein, Alt.
The motion failed to pass. The house is not preferably preserved.

Administrative Discussion:
a) Approval of minutes. Mr. Cornelius made a motion to approve the draft 3/24/22 minutes. Mr.
Armstrong seconded the motion.

RESOLVED to approve the draft minutes from the 3/24/22 meeting

Voting in the Affirmative:  Voting in the Negative: Abstained:
Doug Cornelius, Acting Chair

Nancy Grissom, Member

Mark Armstrong, Member

Katie Kubie, Member

John Rice, Member

Anne Marie Stein, Alt.

John Sisson, Alt.

b) Discussion of edits to the Commission’s Rules and Regulations. Mr. Cornelius made a motion to
approve and adopt the edits to the final revised draft of the Commission’s Rules and Regulations. Mr.
Armstrong seconded the motion.

RESOLVED to approve and adopt the edits to the Commission’s Rules and Regulations

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained:
Doug Cornelius, Acting Chair

Nancy Grissom, Member

Mark Armstrong, Member

Katie Kubie, Member

John Rice, Member

John Sisson, Alt.

Anne Marie Stein, Alt.

c) The Commission discussed the first item on the agenda, 345 Walnut Street and Mr. Rice’s offer to
represent the Commission for the NewCal Senior Center project.

RESOLVED to designate Commission Member John Rice as the NHC point person for the NewCal
project

Voting in the Affirmative:  Voting in the Negative: Abstained:
Doug Cornelius, Acting Chair

Nancy Grissom, Member

Mark Armstrong, Member

Katie Kubie, Member




John Rice, Member

John Sisson, Alt.

Anne Marie Stein, Alt.

Administratively approved applications for the May hearing cycle

1522 Washington Street
1807 Commonwealth Ave
30 McCarthy Rd

11 King St

43 Gray Cliff Rd, NR
(outbuilding)

172 Elliot St (garage)

235 California Street

273 Homer Street (garage)
11 Clearwater Rd

563 Saw Mill Brook Pkwy
1891 Beacon Street

100 Boulder Rd

225 California Street
227 California Street
17 Marlboro Street

270 Auburndale Ave (garage)

4/11/2022
4/14/2022
4/14/2022
4/14/2022

4/19/2022
4/20/2022
4/21/2022
4/21/2022
4/22/2022
4/27/2022
4/28/2022

4/28/2022
4/28/2022
4/28/2022
5/4/2022
5/5/2022

PD
PD
PD
PD

Porches

Demo roof

Left side addition

Right side and rear addition

Demo chimney

Side addition
Rear and side addition, front
entry

The meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote.

Respectfully,
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