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MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARINGS
NEWTONVILLE HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

DATE: May 5, 2022

PLACE/TIME: Full Remote Zoom Meeting
7:30 p.m.

ATTENDING: Jim Gross, Chair

Dave Morton, Member

John Martin, Member

Barbara Wales, Member
Barbara Kurze, Commission Staff

ABSENT: Ralph Abele, Member
Nancy Grissom, Member
David Weinstein, Alternate

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. with Jim Gross presiding as Chair. Voting permanent members
were J. Martin, D. Morton, and B. Wales.B. Kurze acted as recording secretary and the meeting was digitally
recorded on Zoom.

61 Prescott Street — Certificate of Appropriateness
No additional review by the commission was required. There were no issues with what was observed at the
visit, or with the revised drawings submitted to Staff as required in the pervious meeting.

67 Page Road — Certificate of Appropriateness

Sari and Walter Gazda presented a project to replace the roof and install solar panels. The solar installation
products would be the same as the ones used for an installation at 27 Reservoir Drive. The roof shingles would
be darker to make the panels less obtrusive and they intended to run the conduits inside.

Materials Reviewed:

Assessors database map

Aerial views

Renderings

Photographs

Product and material information
Site visit information
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Commission members were concerned about installing very noticeable front-facing panels and asked if there
were other less obvious locations and if there were matte or less reflective panels available. The commission
was required to consider the impact on the historic character of the house. J. Martin said that the Dutch
Colonial had a simple symmetry and if the panel configuration was in keeping with that, he might consider it
appropriate. Neighbors and abutters commented that the City supported solar energy initiatives and that they
supported the applicants’ project. Staff noted that the Secretary of the Interior provided guidelines that were
clear that solar panel installations should not take away from the architectural characteristics of historic
properties. The commission encouraged the owners to look into other locations for the panels, a symmetrical
configuration that followed the plane of the front-facing roof, and the option for matte panels, and come back
to the commission.

Administrative Discussion

Meeting minutes: The April meeting minutes were approved.

Remove meetings: Meetings would continue to be remote through the July 7" meeting. There was no update
whether meetings would be remote after that date.

Commission Rules & Regulations and Design Guidelines: commissioners would start reviewing the information.
Staff would send out the final draft of the Rules & Regulations after the Law Department reviewed them.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Recorded by B. Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner
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