
Minutes of the NEWTON UPPER FALLS AREA COUNCIL 
May 19, 2022 7:00 p.m. 

Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of 
the Open Meeting Law G.L. c. 30A, Section 20, this will be an Online/Telephone Meeting  

Participation Details: Join Zoom Meeting https://zoom.us/j/714158912  

Meeting ID: 714 158 912  

One tap mobile +16468769923,,714158912# US (New York) +16699006833,,714158912# US 
(San Jose)  

Dial by your location 
+1 646 876 9923 US (New York) +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)  

Meeting ID: 714 158 912 
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/ani0ErE3g  

In Attendance: 

Councilor Bill Humphrey 
Carol Stapleton, Parks and Recreation 
Area Council Members 
Patty Connolly 
Jeff Riklin (Vice President) Acting Chair in the absence of the President 
Jack Neville 
Kathaleen Brearley 
Jay Werb 
Marie Jackson 
Julie Irish 
 
 
 
 
May 19, 2022 7:00 p.m.  

1. 1)  Approval of Minutes from April Meeting (5 minutes)  
Marie motioned to approve the minutes and Patty seconded this motion to approve the 
minutes from the April meeting as submitted with amendments. All voted in favor to 
approve the minutes. 

2. 2)  Treasurer's Report (5 minutes) Jay reported that there was no change to the 
account balance.  

3)  Public Comment/Questions?  
There was a question from a resident about the status of the Depot in Pettee Square. 



 

4)  Discussion of 128 Community Bridge Study (Guest speaker Srdjan 
Nedeljkovic) 
(15 minutes)  
 Srdjan reported that the State has authorized $200,000 to perform a study of the 
corridor that involves the Greenway, with the goal of extending pedestrian and bicycle 
use, as well as the possibility of ‘multimodal’ transportation between Upper Falls and 
Needham in the future. What was previously referred to as The Community Bridge 
Project includes a project expanding mobility from the greenway into Needham and 
Needham Heights, and possibly further beyond. Some of the shared goals include 
improving transit, prioritizing pedestrian, and bicycle mobility access, with the possibility 
of multimodal transit connecting the communities to each other and to Mass Transit 
stations in the area. 
Srdjan continued  in his presentation that it is important that we agree on the scope of 
this study:  
The aim is to provide access from the Newton Highlands T Station through the 
Greenway, on to Needham, and Needham Junction. An electric bus route would be 
possible along the bulk of the corridor at a width of 80ft. The study will include the 
assessment of ridership (both current and projected), air quality, cost of use, 
consistencies with current city policies, impact on land use, travel time, as well as 
environmental and socioeconomic justice. Jay Flynn (from Transit Matters) reported that 
he is available to answer any questions related to the study and is very familiar with the 
traffic along this route and believes that electric transit could be added effectively while 
accommodating pedestrians and bicyclists. Srdjan explained further that the feasibility 
study needs to address rebuilding of the two bridges (over 128 and the river). At this 
point, it will require a total rebuild of these bridges by the State. The State Feasibility 
Study includes studying rebuilding these two bridges with “multimodal way” and the 
possibility of electric ‘shuttles’ or transit vehicles. The consensus among area councilors 
was to make a motion and go on the record: Firstly, that the Area Council is in favor to 
undertake an adequate study to rebuild both bridges with the option of multimodal 
vehicles in the future, with an emphasis on prioritizing pedestrian use of the greenway. 
There was a consensus that the priority should ensuring that the two bridges will be 
rebuilt even if it means being open to possibility of multimodal use on the greenway. 
Ideally the portion of the greenway that currently exists will continue to prioritize safe 
pedestrian use. There is a danger that the scope of the study becomes too broad and 
ineffective.  
Jeff R. made a motion that the Area Council is in favor of making use of all the money 
from this grant necessary to undertake an adequate study that would determine the 
feasibility and cost to rebuild the two bridges for the use of pedestrian access as well as 
the possibility of multimodal vehicles, but not in support of introducing LRV vehicles on 
the greenway as it currently exists. Jay seconded this motion. The council voted all in 
favor of this motion, prioritizing the rebuilding of these two bridges rather than expanding 
the scope to include changes to the current use on the Greenway. 
 



Someone asked about the status of the Depot occupancy, and Jack, Jeff reported as 
representatives of the CDC that they have four interested tenants but have not made 
any decision.  

 

 

 

 

5)  Northland Update (Jay Werb) (10 minutes)  
     As a quick monthly update for members of the community who want to know the 
current status of the Northland project:  
Jay reported as a member of their Liaison Committee, courtesy of updates directly from 
Kent Gonzalez. As the entity responsible for the riverside along South Meadowbrook, 
The Newton Conservation Commission asked Northland for a tour in the context of 
possible flooding along the watershed, under the current conditions and expected 
conditions from climate change. Specifically, regarding the underground culverts, 
Northland and the City agree that if any conditions changed for the worse, it would be 
Northland’s responsibility to fix anything that happens as a result of their project. The 
Conservation Commission is only responsible for about 200’ along each side of the 
South Meadow Brook (daylighted portion). There is a fear that the banks will collapse 
within the next 100 years with a bad storm. NUFAC will have opportunities to advocate 
for improvements along the greenway (specifically riparian zones) that are included on 
Northland’s property.  
The city is considering emergency vehicle access to the Northland site at the bottom of 
Mechanic St., and Jay will find out what the goal is for this crossing of the greenway. Jeff 
asked Councilor Humphrey if he would find out from Councilor Crossley the intent of 
creating this crossing (and define which vehicles constitute emergency use).  



 



  

 

 

 

6)  Emerson Community Center Access for Senior Group (10 minutes)  
      Carol Stapleton reported that the Senior Bingo group that meets in Emerson will be 
changing the days they meet to Tuesdays in order to avoid overlap with Nursery School 
early release on Wednesdays.  

7)  Setting Date for 2022 Village Day (10 minutes)  
Sunday September 11 will be the Feast of the Falls. To avoid that, Jewish holidays and 
football games, Possibly Sept 18th or October 2 seems to be the preference, or 
alternatively the 10/16 as a back up for Village Day. Carol will hold the event on the 
calendar and book the Emerson Community Room as a backup in case we do need to 
move the venue up the hill due to the Northland Project construction. 

8) Pettee Square Improvements/Pocket Park Near Upper Falls Greenway              
(10 minutes)  
There are new umbrellas in the Pocket Park, replacing the broken ones, courtesy of the 
CDC. There is an expressed consensus to keep this item on the agenda every month. 
Regarding the No Parking Signs, it was a temporary measure to mitigate the issue of 
delivery trucks parking on the sidewalk. 



9)  Discussion of proposed marijuana dispensary at 1185 Chestnut Street            
(10 minutes)  
Councilor Humphrey reported that there was agreement by Nuestra to cede the land 
back that belonged to the greenway and was improperly paved for parking by a prior 
owner. This was a suggestion made by NUFAC.  
There is also an active legal contest as to whether the Nursery School is a School or not. 
The nursery school has petitioned for status as a Kindergarten. Councilor Humphrey 
reported that there is a legal discrepancy in progress regarding the school. The City 
Council is still concerned about the traffic circulation pattern as the proposal is currently 
written. Councilor Humphrey confirmed that Anil has invited Nuestra to the next meeting 
of NUFAC to present their amended proposal. He also noted that any cannabis sold in 
Massachusetts legally must be grown in Massachusetts. Because the climate here is not 
very good for growing Cannabis, the products tend to be expensive.  
 

10)  Ken Newcomb Upper Falls Book Award (5 minutes)  
 No one reported any nominations or applicants 

11)  Recording of Area Council Meetings – Update (5 minutes)  
Anil reported via Jeff that there is no information about the legal aspect of retaining 
recordings. Relatedly: Councilor Humphrey reported that the new comptroller confirmed 
there is a ‘trust fund’ to ensure funding for WiFi installation in the Emerson Community 
Center. Related to the Emerson Community Center: Rena G. reported that under the 
special permit agreement written at the time Emerson School closed, that community 
organizations such as the Friends of the Hemlock Gorge are meant to be given access.  

12)  Publication of Draft Area Council Minutes (10 minutes)  
Julie proposed that the minutes could be posted in draft form earlier than waiting for 
approval the following month. There was a discussion but no motion to vote yet. The 
area council decided to wait until Anil returned with any information about the legal 
aspects of sharing draft minutes or info on what is the practice in other area councils.  

13)  General Upper Falls News (5 minutes)  
Marie reported that the Walk Through Time had approximately 150 attendees and was a 
great success. 
Jay reported on the Steps on the Greenway has a legal issue with the easement 
between the abutting condominiums on Saco St 
Jay asked Carol if she had any update on whether a gate could be installed  
connecting Braceland Playground along the river: See discussion from the April meeting. 
 

14)  Public Comment/Questions?  
Rena Getz reminded folks to attend the Waban Village Day (10am Sunday 22 May) 
Carol asked if the Area Council planned to return to in person meetings, and since she 
cannot be there, she’ll have to make some arrangements.  

 



 
Jeff reported on behalf of the Historic Commission 
300 Elliot St: there were some issues about some basement windows that were not 
approved, and the Historical Commission wants to make sure they are not visible from a 
public way. 
13-19 Winter St The delay to the project is to do with a project they are concurrently 
completing in Auburndale 
959 Chestnut St : Owners have been requested to provide a revised Site Plan related to 
grating issues and other aspects related to the basement windows. The owners agreed to 
revise and correct the site plan. The revisions also include how they plan to address the 
original front of the house, and rectify the height discrepancy from the original structure, as 
was requested. Thus far, the proposals to resolve the discrepancy in height have not been 
acceptable to the Historical Commission 

3. 15)  Adjourn Meeting Adjourned at 9:08PM 

The location of this meeting is wheelchair accessible and reasonable accommodations will be 
provided to persons with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable 
accommodation, please contact the  

 

city of Newton’s ADA/Sec. 504 Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance 
of the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 
617-796-1089. For the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711.  

 


