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STAFF MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date:  June 16, 2022 
     

DATE:  June 9, 2022 
 

TO:   Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission    
   

FROM:   Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner 
     

SUBJECT:  Additional Review Information 
 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District 
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being 
reviewed and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making 
process of Chestnut Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the 
Chestnut Hill HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review 
application. 

 
 

Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members, 

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you 
should have received in your meeting packet. 
 
Applications 

152 Suffolk Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

Note: the back of the property is visible from the MBTA line and from Houghton Gardens. 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1904 Spanish Eclectic style house was designed by Chapman & Frazer for 
Clement S. Houghton and is individually listed on the National Register. The house was built on a 26-acre 
parcel that was formerly the property of local farmer Francis Kingsbury who began subdividing his land 
and selling off house lots in the mid-1800s. Houghton was a founding member of the Chestnut Hill Garden 
Club; he and his wife Martha worked with the Arnold Arboretum to gather rare plants and Martha 
travelled to England, France, and Japan to research gardens and collect plants. Landscape architect 
Warren Manning was responsible for the comprehensive landscape design and the “wild garden” that 
became today’s Houghton Garden. Landscape architect Wayne Stiles worked with Martha Houghton to 
create the alpine rock garden along the northern edge of Houghton Pond; this was one of the earliest rock 
gardens in the U.S. Houghton Garden was established in 1968 after the Chestnut Hill Neighborhood 
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Association fought off a proposed art school. The stable, garage and coachman’s house are now 100 
Suffolk Road. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: This review is continued from previous meetings. The owners want to add decking 
and wrought iron guardrails to the second story porches on either end of the house. A new shed would 
be built across from the existing garage bays. 

At the back of the property, they want to build a terrace structure with a pool and pergola, and a sports 
court with court lighting and fencing. The children’s play structure which was put in without commission 
approval would be moved to the back of the house. 

Additional exterior lighting would be installed. 

Notes: The applicants were asked if they could add contour lines to the model pdf and provide an 
interactive model that could be reviewed by the chair and shared with the commission in the meeting. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Assessors database map 
Project presentation 
Narratives from architect and landscape architect 
Photographs 
Documentation for staked out areas 
Landscape plans 
Elevations 
Product and material information 
Presentation on other pools and sports structures in Chestnut Hill 
MA Department of Environmental Protection – Order of Conditions 
Chapman and Frazier Historic Elevations and Plan 
Historic photos 
Excerpt from Gardens of Chestnut Hill 
Houghton Garden trail guide with history of Houghton Garden  
MHC Form B 

  

7 Reservoir Avenue – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The house was built in 1994. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to install a mailbox in the front entry alcove area and to change 
the exterior light fixtures to have unified design. They want to change the paint color of the windows from 
white to black and keep the white colored trim. They also want to remove the deck and the pergola on 
the back of the house. 

Note: The back of the house is visible from Beacon Street. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Assessors database map 
Photographs 
Product and material information 
 

 

 



Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission 
Page 3 of 5 

 

Preserving the Past    Planning for the Future 

28 Chestnut Hill Terrace – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: Newton and Chestnut Hill experienced heavy development pressure in the 
1920s. Several large Chestnut Hill estates were subdivided at that time, including Mrs. Henry Lee’s 
property along Gatehouse Road and Beacon Street. Chestnut Hill Terrace was named Newton Street when 
it was laid out in 1928; the name was changed to Chestnut Hill Terrace in 1930. The Colonial Revival house 
was built in 1929 for Mr. and Mrs. Jacob G. Smith; Jacob Smith was a buyer in the wholesale clothing 
industry. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to remove fire escape and right side second story door and deck 
and would patch the siding and roof with materials to match the existing. They also to replace the rear 
wood deck and railing using Ipe (wood) decking and a composite railing system. 

Notes: The right side of the rear deck and railing would be visible from Chestnut Hill Terrace if the 
vegetation were removed. The applicant was advised that the commission might require the railings to 
be wood if they were visible from the street. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 

Assessors database map 
Photographs 
Product and material information 
MHC Form B 

 

61 Gate House Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1905 Colonial Revival was built on farmland that belonged to Isaac 
Kingsbury. The original address appears to have been 22 Reservoir Avenue; the original lot extended to 
both sides of Firth Road (now Nancy Road) with the west property line bordered by Reservoir Avenue and 
the east property line bordered by Norfolk Road (now Gate House Road.) William and Isabella Firth lived 
in the house by 1907; William was the president of a firm in the Post Office Building in Boston. The 1910 
U.S. Federal Census shows that William and Isabella Firth lived in the house with their daughter, Pauline, 
and three English servants, Emma Wright, Margaret Fraser, and Sarah A. Atkinson. William’s occupation 
is listed as a machinery importer. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to install two retractable awnings on the back of the house. 

The back of the house is visible from Nancy Road. 

Notes: The awning housings will become an architectural feature, so the owners were asked to 

provide accurate and dimensioned drawings of the housings, drawings showing how far out the 

awnings will extend, photos of the housing color and installed housing, and details about how the 

installation will be executed.  

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Assessors database map 
Photographs 
Drawings 
Product and material information 
MHC Form B 
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29 Acacia Avenue – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: Acacia Avenue is shown in the 1874 City Atlas; however, all the residences were 
built in the 1920s and 1930s. Numbers 25, 29 and 35 Acacia Avenue were owned, designed with similar, 
and built by builder G.H. Roscoe. Roscoe built this Colonial Revival house in 1926; the first owner was 
Grace L. Richards. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to install two condensers on the right side of the house. 

Notes: The owners were asked to provide information about the conduits and where they would be 
run. Evergreens were recommended for screening. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Assessors database map 
Photographs 
Product and material information 
MHC Form B 

 

210 Chestnut Hill Road – Certificate of Non-Applicability, Non-Binding Recommendation; 
Certificate of Appropriateness 

Note: Exterior features of properties located on Nos. 147 through 256 Chestnut Hill Road that 
are visible from a private way are subject to limited review per Newton Ordinance Sec. 22-42(c). 

The commission has authority to regulate exterior features of these properties that are visible 
from a public way per Newton Ordinance Sec. 22-42(e) 

The back of the property abuts the MBTA Green Line (D). 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The house was built in 1910.   

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicants want to build a covered front entry, replace windows, install new 
windows, build retaining walls and a tennis court, and repair slate roof, siding, brick, stucco, trim and 
gutters. 

Notes: The commission needs to determine if any of the work that is not in-kind would be visible from 
the MBTA line or Middlesex Road. The back of the property has a steep drop off to the MBTA line, so 
probably nothing is visible from there. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Assessors database map 
Site plans 
Photographs 
Plans 
Elevations 
Products and materials 
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17 Old England Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

Note: The back of the house is visible from Woodman Road. 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The circa 1907 Colonial Revival style house was first occupied by Mr. and Mrs. 
Edwin Garsia. There is no information in the records on who the architect was, but Arthur G. Rotch 
designed the 1912 garage. Suzanne Lipsky designed the addition and deck. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to replace condensers, change size of several back windows 
previously approved for replacement, add roof overhang, awning, and screens for patio doors, and change 
siding. 

Notes: The awning housings will become an architectural feature, so the owners were asked to 
provide accurate and dimensioned drawings of the housings, drawings showing how far out the 
awnings will extend, photos of the housing color and installed housing, and details about how the 
installation will be executed.  
 
MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Assessors database map 
Photographs 
Elevations 
Details 
Product and material information 
MHC Form B 

 

Administrative discussion 

Minutes: The draft December 2021 meeting minutes are included for your review. 


