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City Council 

2022-2023 City of Newton 
  

Memorandum 
 

To:      City Councilors 

From:  Josh Krintzman, Lenny Gentile, Chris Markiewicz 

Re:      Updates on the Carriageway Project 

Date:   June 2, 2022 

 

As many of you have been following the carriageway project closely, we are providing a significant update in 

advance of our upcoming Council meeting on June 6th.  

 

As you probably recall, the residents of Auburndale greatly value the traffic light at the intersection of Ash / 

Commonwealth Avenue, believe that it makes the intersection much safer, and hope to retain it. However, the 

MassDOT guidelines require MassDOT to remove the traffic signal if MassDOT performs work on that 

intersection. The result of these two (opposing) forces was that we, the City Council, were left with three 

options, none of which was ideal. The City Council reviewed the options: 

Option #1 – Full ADA upgrades along Commonwealth Avenue and removal of the traffic signal 

Option #2 – Some ADA upgrades along Commonwealth Avenue and retention of the traffic signal 

Option #3 – Full ADA upgrades along Commonwealth Avenue, removal of the traffic signal, but 

redesign of the intersection to allow for a future traffic signal, if warranted. 

 

We want to remind everyone that all 3 options provide for new dedicated bi-directional bike lanes and a 

dedicated pedestrian lane on the North side of the Carriageway. All 3 options eliminate driving west on the 

carriage way in favor of a single two-way roadway west of Islington Rd.    

 

Our fabulous State Senator, Cindy Creem, was able to include language in the Senate version of the FY23 state 

budget related to this project. The language essentially requires MassDOT to perform the upgrades along the 

south side of the carriageway as MassDOT had generously offered to do. The language also requires MassDOT 

to maintain a traffic signal at the intersection of Commonwealth Avenue and Ash Street. Our belief is that if 

Senator Creem’s language survives into the final version of the state budget, we will have a best case scenario. 

Call it Option #3+, that is Option #3, with a traffic signal. 

 

The House and Senate are beginning the conference committee process shortly with the hopes of crafting the 

final budget language in time for the July 1, 2022 start of Fiscal Year 2023.   

 

We look forward to discussing this issue at our meeting on June 6th, but wanted you to have this information in 

advance of our discussion. 

 

 

 


