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STAFF MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date:  June 9, 2022 
     

DATE:  June 2, 2022 
 

TO:   Newton Upper Falls Historic District Commission    
   

FROM:   Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner 
     

SUBJECT:  Additional Review Information 
 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Newton Upper Falls Historic 
District Commission (Newton Upper Falls HDC) with information about the significance of the 
properties being reviewed and the application process, which may be useful in the review and 
decision-making process of the Newton Upper Falls HDC. Additional information may be 
presented at the meeting that the Newton Upper Falls HDC can take into consideration when 
discussing a Local Historic District Review application. 

 

Dear Newton Upper Falls HDC Members, 

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you 
should have received in your meeting packet. 
 
Applications 

300 Elliot Street – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The original house was built circa 1840 and owned by Charles Winslow. 
Charles Winslow may have been related to Samuel Winslow who lived at 23 High Street in the 
mid-1800s. A later owner was David L. Jewell who was an agent at the Newton Mills on the corner 
of Elliot and Chestnut Streets. In 1882, it was remodeled in the Stick Style for Richard T. Sullivan. 
Sullivan owned wool extract mills in Lower Falls and owned the property between Oak Street and 
the house lot, and a large lot behind the property.  

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owner wants to amend previously approved garage design height. 
The commission approved the garage design submitted for the June 2021 meeting with the 
requirement that the height of the garage be raised to be proportional to the existing carriage 
house.  

http://www.newtonma.gov/
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The owner cannot increase the height because of zoning restrictions and is requesting that the 
commission approve the original height, which is allowed by zoning. 

Notes:  

The materials include the approved documents and decision from June 2021. 

The drawings do not show the garage doors which were approved. The approved in June 2021 
were Canyon Ridge Design 11 with window top section REC13. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Assessors database map 
MHC Form B 
Photographs 
Existing and proposed site plans 
Garage elevations 
Garage roof plan 
Diagrammatic perspective showing garage relative to carriage house 
Approved products and materials 
Existing house and carriage house details 
2021 Decision 
2021 Approved documents 
 
 
959 Chestnut Street – Remediation of Violation 

APPLICATION PROCESS: This review is continued from previous meetings.  

The requests are:  

1) to remediate the as-built rear addition right-side basement area, installed basement windows, 
and increased exposure of the basement foundation which are in violation by installing window 
wells and changing the grade; and  

2) to remediate the as-built height which is in violation. The owner has submitted certified plot 
plans, elevation drawings, and written descriptions on the work that would be done to reduce 
the height of the building. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Assessors database map 
Summary of proposed building height options 
Existing and proposed surveys 
Proposed building height option B1 
Proposed building height option B2 
Description of construction activities required to reduce the building height and rebuild 
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Administrative discussion:  

Meeting minutes: The May 2021 draft minutes are ready for review. 

Remote meeting update: Unless the emergency order is extended, we will be required to have 
in-person meetings after July 15th and will be required to have a physical quorum. 

Rules & Regulations: The Law Department is reviewing a draft of the Rules & Regulations which 
should be the template for all the local historic district commissions. We plan to publish one 
document that covers all four HDCs. The draft is included with the meeting materials. 


