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STAFF MEMORANDUM
Meeting Date: May 19, 2022
DATE: May 12, 2022
TO: Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission
FROM: Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner
SUBJECT: Additional Review Information

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being
reviewed and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making
process of Chestnut Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the
Chestnut Hill HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review
application.

Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members,

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you
should have received in your meeting packet.

Applications
31 Chestnut Hill Terrace — Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: Newton and Chestnut Hill experienced heavy development pressure in the
1920s. Several large Chestnut Hill estates were subdivided at that time, including Mrs. Henry Lee’s
property along Gatehouse Road and Beacon Street. Chestnut Hill Terrace was named Newton Street when
it was laid out in 1928; the name was changed to Chestnut Hill Terrace in 1930. The Colonial Revival house
was designed by Newton architect Albert M. Kreider and built by J.C. Crowley of Brighton in 1941. Kreider
was the architect for 358 Beacon Street, and Post war 1940s and 1950s subdivisions on Evelyn Road, Judith
Road, Mary Ellen Road and Walnut Street. The first owners of 31 Chestnut Hill Terrace were Martin W.
and Mary Newman. Martin worked as a broker at 66 Summer Street in Boston.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to paint the downspouts a red color to match brick.

Note: Commission members to discuss whether future applications to paint downspouts to match
siding can be administratively approved or noticed as insubstantial changes.
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MATERIALS PROVIDED:
Photographs
Examples of painted downspouts

152 Suffolk Road — Certificate of Appropriateness
Note: the back of the property is visible from the MBTA line and from Houghton Gardens.

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1904 Spanish Eclectic style house was designed by Chapman & Frazer for
Clement S. Houghton and is individually listed on the National Register. The house was built on a 26-acre
parcel that was formerly the property of local farmer Francis Kingsbury who began subdividing his land
and selling off house lots in the mid-1800s. Houghton was a founding member of the Chestnut Hill Garden
Club; he and his wife Martha worked with the Arnold Arboretum to gather rare plants and Martha
travelled to England, France, and Japan to research gardens and collect plants. Landscape architect
Warren Manning was responsible for the comprehensive landscape design and the “wild garden” that
became today’s Houghton Garden. Landscape architect Wayne Stiles worked with Martha Houghton to
create the alpine rock garden along the northern edge of Houghton Pond; this was one of the earliest rock
gardens in the U.S. Houghton Garden was established in 1968 after the Chestnut Hill Neighborhood
Association fought off a proposed art school. The stable, garage and coachman’s house are now 100
Suffolk Road.

APPLICATION PROCESS: This review is continued from previous meetings. The owners want to add decking
and wrought iron guardrails to the second story porches on either end of the house. A new shed would
be built across from the existing garage bays.

At the back of the property, they want to build a terrace structure with a pool and pergola, and a sports
court with court lighting. The children’s play structure which was put in without commission approval
would be moved to the back of the house.

New wood and wire fencing would be installed along the side and rear property lines, and new lighting
would be installed.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Project presentation

Narratives from architect and landscape architect

Landscape plans

Elevations

Product and material information

Presentation on other pools and sports structures in Chestnut Hill
MA Department of Environmental Protection — Order of Conditions
Chapman and Frazier Historic Elevations and Plan

Historic photos

Excerpt from Gardens of Chestnut Hill

Houghton Garden trail guide with history of Houghton Garden
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24 Essex Road — Certificate of Appropriateness

Note: Because the property was recently sold and is no longer legally or beneficially owned by
the owners of the property in 1996, the commission has jurisdiction for full review.

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1951 International style house was designed by architect G. Holmes Perkins
in close collaboration with the owners shortly after Perkins left the Harvard Graduate School of Design to
become Dean of the School of Fine Arts at the University of Pennsylvania. Perkins had a distinguished
career as an educator, urban planner, and architect.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to demolish the existing house and structures and to build a
new house, swimming pool, pavilion, and hardscaping.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:
Project description
Assessor’s database map
Site plan

Plans

Elevations
Photographs

Details

Products and materials
MHC Form B
Inspection report

365 Hammond Street, Church of the Redeemer — Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1914 Gothic Revival church was designed by architect Henry Vaughan (1845-
1917). The tower was part of the original plans but was not constructed until 1920. It was built as a
memorial to Augustus Aspinwall and Roger Dix who died in World War | and followed the original plans
which were purchased from the estate of Henry Vaughn. Vaughan apprenticed with English Gothic Revival
architect George Frederick Bodley. Vaughan emigrated from England in 1881 and rapidly found success
designing Episcopal and Catholic churches; he also received commissions from Edward Francis Searles.
Vaughan helped popularize the Gothic Revival style and mentored Ralph Adams Cram. Some of his more
notable projects were Saint Mary's Episcopal Church in Boston (1888), Christ Church New Haven (1898)
and the Cathedral Church of St. Peter and St. Paul (Washington National Cathedral, 1907).

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicants want to install a new sign at the front close to the Hammond Street
sidewalk. They will keep the existing sign.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:
Assessors database map
Photographs

Project description

Sign design
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25 Moorfield Road — Certificate of Appropriateness

Note: the back of the property is visible from Hammond Pond which is a public body of water.
HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The house was built in 2002.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicants want to rebuild part of the raised terrace; add a pool, terrace,
landscape steps and lawn area; rebuild existing outdoor grill; and remove existing hardscaping and replace
with new steps, deck, and spa.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:
Assessors database map
Aerial views

Photographs

Existing conditions
Landscape plans

Elevations

Products and materials
Existing conditions site plan

Administrative discussion
Minutes: The draft November 2021 meeting minutes are included for your review.

Remote meetings: Update

Commission members: Update on efforts to recruit new Commission members.

Rules & Regulations: Update on latest draft.
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