Dear Commissioner McGonagle:

We are writing to encourage you to accept MassDOT’s final design of
the Grove Street Roundabout. We applaud the improved safety
brought about by the modifications, most especially the decreased
speeds for westbound Grove Street traffic. The speed reduction is
critically important to the safety of users of the mixed-use path
immediately adjacent to the roundabout but will also reduce vehicle
crashes.

There were some incorrect statements made in the letter from the
Ward 4 councilors including a claim that the proposed design fails to
meet performance objectives that they claimed were made one of the
VHB traffic engineers. In fact, the roundabout is being modified and
improved which is routine when a project morphs from a preliminary
conceptual design to the 25% design as part of the permitting process.
All features of the roundabout are generally similar to the existing
concept with a single exception. That exception is being able to use the
roundabout “directly” from Asheville to head East. During the recent
community meeting that we all attended, 4 neighbors raised concerns
about this direct access to Grove Street. However, the Ashville Road
residents will have the option to go to Pierrepoint to make a right turn
into the flow of cars going into the roundabout. The modified
roundabout will slow traffic in the area of the intersection making all
left hand turns easier. That translates into a significant safety benefit
for all users of the roadway. This was clearly demonstrated by the
statistics presented at the meeting. The changes being made to this
corridor will significantly improve the current operation and safety for
all movements. Engineers have pointed to the decreased travel speeds
and breaks in traffic from the Recreation Road and Grove Street signal
which will make it easier to make a left from most side streets.

In their letter the Ward 4 Councilors stated, “they appreciated the
desire to reduce speeds even further than what is accomplished by
the approved roundabout design. We believe that this can be
accomplished through other traffic slowing methods, while
maintaining the approved roundabout. For example, speed humps,
speed tables, and/or rumble strips could be added to Grove



Street”. The VHB Traffic engineers stated that these types of
treatments are appropriate for local streets, not for an interstate ramp
system and not likely to be allowed by Mass DOT due the increase the
potential for spill back to the highway system. We can see this
significant design flaw and safety concern in action at the Mass Pike
Eastbound off ramp at Newton Corner.

There are many incredible improvements to look forward to with the
completion of this project and we are confident that you will
recommend the much improved roundabout.

Councilor Alison M. Leary
Councilor Alicia Bowman



