NEVWTONVILLE
AREA COUNCIL

Newtonville Area Council - Meeting Agenda
Tuesday, December 9, 2021 7:00 PM
Meeting Location: Online via Zoom

Attendees:

o NAC Members: Peter Bruce (President), Carolyn Jacoby Gabbay (Secretary), Dana D’Agostino
(Treasurer), Susan Reisler, Martina Jackson, and Jessica Aker Archer
e Approximately 15 members of the public

President Peter Bruce called the meeting to order and confirmed the presence of a quorum. He announced
that the agenda item on 304-6 Walnut Street would be deferred because the developer, Jeffery Cohen, said
he was not ready to attend and discuss the project’s redesign.

1. NAC Election: Carolyn reported that the Law Department needs more time to complete its research
and analysis and provide the requested guidance on the NAC election results.

2. NAC Bylaw: Carolyn moved and Martina seconded approval of the proposed amendment of the NAC
bylaw to modify the definition of a quorum using the wording approved by the Law Department,
and it was unanimously:

VOTED: To amend the last sentence of Article I, Section 3(a) of the NAC Bylaws (currently reading “A
quorum shall be defined as five (5) members of the Council”) to read: “A quorum shall be defined as
a majority of the members of the Council then in office.”

3. Senior Center/NewCAL: Design proposals, Historic Building Report, upcoming meetings, and
community comments: Peter Harrington spoke about the recent design renderings for NewCAL, its
excessive size compared to the lot (a 33-36,000 sf building vs the current 9,000 sf building), the
limited number of parking spaces proposed (i.e., 31) and the historic nature of the current senior
center building. He also suggested that the proposed 6,300 sf gymnasium feature might be located
elsewhere, such as at the Hawthorne Street (Pellegrini Playground) gymnasium which is in need of
refurbishment. He described a petition that Neighbors for a Better Newtonville (NBN) has prepared
asking for preservation of at least the current building’s facade rather than a total teardown. Doug
Cornelius noted that support of a City Councilor and the Newton Historic Commission would be
needed under the new ordinance to accord historic landmark status to the current building, both of
which matters Peter Harrington said have been anticipated and are in process. Peter Harrington
asked that the NAC assist Neighbors for a Better Newtonville by circulating their petition through
the NAC emailing list. After discussion, including generally supportive added comments by Peter
Bruce, Aline Sammut, Jennifer Bentley, Linda Wolk, Bill Rosner, Charlie Stover and David Bronstein,
Carolyn moved, Peter seconded and by 5-1 (with Martina, Susan, Dana, Peter and Carolyn in favor
and Jessica opposed), it was:



VOTED: To use the NAC emailing list to circulate the NBN petition regarding historic
preservation of the senior center building, including a cover letter (if one is supplied by NBN)
with a clear statement that the petition is being circulated as an accommodation to NBN and is
being distributed without any express or implied endorsement by the NAC.

304-6 Walnut St. (former site of CVS): Update on plan revisions: Deferred.

Zoning Redesign for Village Centers: Report by Pam and Peter analyzing the community
engagement process and results: Peter recently circulated a draft letter authored by Pam Shufro,
intended for publication in the Newton TAB, which he suggested NAC members review. Peter
volunteered that he might author a more detailed analysis of the POLIS survey, Vision Kits, and focus
groups to send to the City Council.

Maintaining Newtonville’s village center: Report by Susan on progress and next steps: Susan
reported that the problems have increased, including that there is food trash at the plaza on Bram
Way which is attractive to rats and that the Adirondack chairs there have been defaced by graffiti.
She reported that Councilor Norton has asked about directed police patrols with tickets and
consequences for littering and vandalism. An email thread forwarded by City Council President
Albright was discussed, including suggestions therein for a merchants’ association and for the NAC
to try to engage the Newton North High School administration. Susan noted that NAC overtures to
NNHS have been rebuffed and that she doubted that merchants want undertake street cleaning
responsibilities for the City. She also reported that Claudia Wu expects to have window signs
encouraging cleanliness by year’s end and that Parks, Recreation and Culture representative Nicole
Banks has promised regular cleaning of the benches and tabletops by the City. Councilor Leary
reportedly plans to ask Mr. Porat to clean the lichen from the benches at the Senior Center. For
structural reasons, the recently installed, unsealed pavers cannot be power-washed even though
they absorb spills. As per the sense of the meeting, Susan volunteered to prepare a letter to the
Mayor about these issues.

Administrative issues

A. Report on payment of Area Councils’ candidate debate expenses: Dana reported that, as
authorized at the November meeting, the NAC's share of the debate expenses has been tendered
(i.e., in cash and MIDA gift cards).

B. Review and approval of October and November meeting minutes: The draft minutes of the
October and November meetings having been circulated prior to the meeting, Carolyn moved, Peter
seconded, and it was unanimous:

VOTED: To approve the minutes of the October and November 2021 NAC meetings.

C. Report by Peter on NAC email list announcements, including the City Health Department’s
survey seeking suggestions federal ARPA funding uses: Peter reported that many of the items
suggested for publicizing have been held or deferred due to event conflicts and/or date changes. It
was the sense of the meeting not to publicize politicians’ events and events held by specific
businesses.
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D. Establishing a working group to transfer accounts and responsibilities to the incoming NAC:
Martina, Carolyn, Peter, Jennifer Bentley, Aline Sammut, Timothy LeBlanc and Nancy Greenberg

were appointed as a working group to discuss transition issue. As a working group, Open Meeting
Laws will not apply.

» ACTION ITEMS:
a. lJennifer agreed to arrange a date.
b. Peter volunteered to put together a list of transition items and “how to” pointers.

E. Unfinished business

1) Disposition of the old Newtonville railroad sign: The incoming NAC will need to decide on the

appropriate disposition of the historic Newtonville railroad station sign that has been offered as a
gift through Pat Maher.

2) Naming Newtonville Plaza: Peter offered to review the Board Order for the lease of 28 Austin
Street to determine the status of rights to name the plaza at Bram Way.

3) Report by Carolyn on follow up to the Gun Shop Public Records Act response. Carolyn
reported that the materials provided in response to the NAC’s Public Records Act request did not
contain any information from the period running between the January 2021 filing of the gun shop
application and mid-April 2021 when the community became aware of the proposed 709
Washington Street gun shop. She volunteered to follow up.

8. Adjournment

At approximately 8:50 PM, Carolyn moved, Peter seconded, and it was unanimously:

VOTED: To adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Canalyn [Jlacoly Gallay

Secretary
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