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MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 

CHESTNUT HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

DATE:      September 23, 2021 

 
PLACE/TIME:   Fully Remote 
 
ATTENDING:  Peter Vieira, FAIA, Chair 

Brett Catlin, Member  
Robert Imperato, Member  
Matthew Montgomery, Member  
John Wyman, Member  
Jennifer Caira, Commission Staff 
 

ABSENT:  Susana Lannik, Member 
Rick Wetmore, Member 
Samuel Perry, Alternate 
 

The fully remote meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with Peter Vieira presiding as Chair. Voting 
permanent members were B. Catlin, R. Imperato, M. Montgomery, and J. Wyman. J. Caira acted as recording 
secretary and the meeting was recorded on Zoom. 
 
68 Reservoir Avenue – Certificate of Appropriateness 
Andrew Goldberg presented an application to re-stain the siding and paint the trim in a similar color palette to 
the existing. The owners wanted to stain the front door a different color, to replace the rear walkway decking 
with composite, replace light fixtures, and to rebuild existing front and side entry stairs in-kind and stain them 
in a different color. 
 

Materials Reviewed: 
Photos 
Stain and paint details and color palette 
Product and material information 
 

There was discussion about the opaqueness of the proposed stain; most commission members thought the 
proposed stain was fine. P. Vieira and M. Montgomery said that the rear walk was not visible from the street. 
Commission members said that the proposed stain and paint colors for the doors and trim were appropriate; 
P. Vieira thought the proposed white paint color could be cooler, but he was fine with what was proposed. The 
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proposed light fixtures and removal of the privacy screen were appropriate. P. Vieira moved to grant a 
certificate of appropriateness for the application as submitted. J. Wyman seconded the motion. There was a 
roll call vote and the motion passed 5-0. 
 

RECORD OF ACTION:   
DATE: October 6, 2021 
SUBJECT:  68 Reservoir Avenue – Certificate of Appropriateness 

 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on September 23, 2021, the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, by roll 
call vote of 5-0, 
RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted at 68 Reservoir Avenue to re-stain 
siding and paint trim similar to existing, stain front door a different color, replace rear walkway decking with composite, 
replace light fixtures, and rebuild existing front and side entry stairs in-kind and stain a different color. 

Voting in the Affirmative:    

Peter Vieira, Chair   Brett Catlin, Member  Robert Imperato, Member Matthew 
Montgomery, Member   John Wyman, Member      
 

31 Chestnut Hill Terrace – Certificate of Appropriateness (Violation) 
The owner started work on the driveway without commission approval. She presented an application to 
change the driveway configuration, remove the permeable grass pavers and plant vegetation, and to install 
cobblestone borders and a cobblestone apron in front of the garage and at the sidewalk. She explained that 
she did not realize that hardscaping required commission review. 
 

Materials Reviewed: 
Detailed scope of work 
Photographs 
Plan 
 
Commission members said removing the grass pavers next to the garage was appropriate. There was 
discussion whether the cobblestone edging, and aprons were appropriate. Most members said they did not 
have an issue with the cobblestones. M. Montgomery moved to grant a certificate of appropriateness for the 
application as submitted with conditions. B. Catlin seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote and the 
motion passed 5-0.  
 

RECORD OF ACTION:   
DATE: October 1, 2021 
SUBJECT:  31 Chestnut Hill Terrace – Certificate of Appropriateness 

 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on September 23, 2021, the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, by roll 
call vote of 5-0, 
RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted at 31 Chestnut Hill Terrace to change 
driveway configuration, remove permeable grass pavers, and install cobblestone borders and apron  

Voting in the Affirmative:    

Peter Vieira, Chair   Brett Catlin, Member  Robert Imperato, Member Matthew 
Montgomery, Member   John Wyman, Member      
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17 Chestnut Hill Terrace – Determination of Violation; Certificate of Appropriateness 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Approved plans 
As-built plans 
Masonry wall details 
Photographs 
 
P. Vieira moved to determine that the as-built project did not match the plans approved by the commission 
and constituted a violation. J. Wyman seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote and the motion passed 
4-1 with B. Catlin voting in the negative. 
 
J. Wyman was concerned with discrepancies with the information for the east elevation (right side). Drawing 
A202 called out a synthetic stucco and called out pressure treated posts and railings, which were not 
appropriate and would not have been approved. Commission members agreed that the changes on the north 
elevation (back) were not visible, and the east elevation (right side) were minimally visible; the changes on the 
south elevation (front) were visible. P. Vieira commented that the even though the vertical lines on the garage 
door were not shown on the plans, he would have expected them and said they were appropriate. He did not 
have any concerns with the garage door or with the gate.  
 
P. Vieira moved to accept the amendment for the violations on the north elevation. J. Wyman seconded the 
motion. There was a roll call vote and the motion passed 5-0. P. Vieira moved to accept the amendment for 
the violations on the south elevation. M. Montgomery seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote and the 
motion passed 5-0. Commission members agreed that the architect needed to confirm what was done with 
respect to the stucco and the posts and railings on the east side. If synthetic stucco and pressure treated wood 
were used, those materials would be required to be removed and replaced with the originally approved 
materials. 
 

RECORD OF ACTION:   
DATE: October 8, 2021 
SUBJECT: 17 Chestnut Hill Terrace – Motion to Determine Existing Violations 

 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on September 23, 2021, the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, by roll 
call vote of 4-1, 

RESOLVED to determine that the as-built plans and conditions deviate from the plans approved by the 

Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission and constitute a violation. 

Voting in the Affirmative:    

Peter Vieira, Chair   Robert Imperato, Member  
Matthew Montgomery, Member  John Wyman, Member      
 
Voting in the Negative:    

Brett Catlin, Member   

 

RECORD OF ACTION:   
DATE: October 8, 2021 
SUBJECT: 17 Chestnut Hill Terrace –  



Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission 
Page 4 of 4  

 

Preserving the Past    Planning for the Future 

Remediation of Violation and Amendment to Previously Approved Plans 

 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on September 23, 2021, the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, by roll 
call vote of 5-0, 

RESOLVED to accept the amendment of the north elevation plans approved by the commission and to approve 

the as-built north elevation as that elevation is not visible from a public or private way. The north elevation is 

no longer in violation. 

Voting in the Affirmative:    

Peter Vieira, Chair   Brett Catlin, Member Robert Imperato, Member  
Matthew Montgomery, Member  John Wyman, Member    
 

RECORD OF ACTION:   
DATE: October 8, 2021 
SUBJECT: 17 Chestnut Hill Terrace –  
Remediation of Violation and Amendment to Previously Approved Plans 

 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on September 23, 2021, the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, by roll 
call vote of 5-0, 
RESOLVED to accept the amendment of the south elevation plans approved by the commission and to approve 

the as-built south elevation. The south elevation is no longer in violation. 

Voting in the Affirmative:    

Peter Vieira, Chair   Brett Catlin, Member Robert Imperato, Member  
Matthew Montgomery, Member  John Wyman, Member      
 

12 Acacia Avenue – Certificate of Appropriateness 
The review of the proposed project to expand the driveway and build a garage and parking area was continued 
from previous meetings. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Assessors database map 
Photos 
MHC Form B 
Plot and site plans 
Elevations 
Plans 
Product and materials 
 
Commission members agreed that the changes to the proposed windows replacing the existing garage door 
looked good. There was discussion about the parking area in front. M. Montgomery said that the front area 
would have to be thoroughly addressed. Keeping the front area and expanding the driveway to the back to 
include a parking area was not appropriate. The owner agreed in writing to continue the review to a future 
meeting.  
 

Administrative discussion 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:35 p.m. 
Recorded by Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner  


