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MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARINGS
CHESTNUT HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

DATE: September 16, 2021
PLACE/TIME: Fully Remote
ATTENDING: Peter Vieira, FAIA, Chair

Matthew Montgomery, Member

Rick Wetmore, Member

John Wyman, Member

Valerie Birmingham, Commission Staff

ABSENT: Brett Catlin, Member
Robert Imperato, Member
Susana Lannik, Member
Samuel Perry, Alternate

The fully remote meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with Peter Vieira presiding as Chair. Voting
permanent members were M. Montgomery, R. Wetmore, and J. Wyman. V. Birmingham acted as recording
secretary and the meeting was recorded on Zoom.

15 Kingsbury Road — Certificate of Appropriateness
The owners withdrew the application to install a cobblestone apron and edging at the driveway.

29 Reservoir Avenue — Request for Amendment

The review was continued from previous meetings. Tiger Wang provided an update on the work being done to
address the remaining violations. He would install the garage doors and slate roof approved by the
Commission and he was addressing the remediation of the light fixtures.

Materials Reviewed:
Elevations
Photographs

Site plan

Product information

Preserving the Past Planning for the Future



Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission
Page 2 of 5

Commission members recommended that the owner make sure that the garage doors and roof matched what
was approved before completing the work. J. Wyman asked that the owner paint the balustrades if the
approved plans showed that they were painted.

25 Acacia Avenue - Certificate of Appropriateness
Radhika Bhagwat presented an application to replace the front walkway and steps, and to install brick piers, a
cheek wall and fence.

Materials Reviewed:

Assessors database map

MHC Form B

Survey

Plans

Elevations

Photographs

Product, material, and planting information

P. Vieira and M. Montgomery commented that the design was more formal than the existing, but it
complemented the house. There was discussion about the design, height, and location of the fence; the
existing site conditions and grade; and concern that the property would lose the sense of openness. P. Vieira
moved to grant a certificate of appropriateness for the application as submitted except for the fence. J.
Wyman seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote and the motion passed 4-0. The applicants were asked
to come back with a new application for the fence if the owner still wanted it.

RECORD OF ACTION:
DATE: September 30, 2021
SUBJECT: 25 Acacia Avenue - Certificate of Appropriateness

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on September 16, 2021, the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, by roll
call vote of 4-0,

RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted at 25 Acacia Avenue to replace the
front walkway and steps, and to install brick piers and a cheek wall. The six-foot-tall fence was not approved.

Voting in the Affirmative:

Peter Vieira, Chair Matthew Montgomery, Member
Rick Wetmore, Member John Wyman, Member

124 Chestnut Hill Road — Certificate of Appropriateness

Ralph Kilfoyle presented an application to replace the garage doors and modify the garage door openings,
install chimney caps on all the chimneys, and finalize the window color palette which was intended to match
the existing.

Materials Reviewed:

Assessors database map
Elevations

Photographs

Product and material information
Color palette information
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There was discussion about the new trim dimensions; P. Vieira was concerned that the pieces would marry up
with each other. P. Vieira said that the applicants needed to come back if they planned to change the height of
the chimney caps. J. Wyman moved to grant a certificate of appropriateness for the application as submitted
except for future changes to the chimney cap dimensions. M. Montgomery seconded the motion. There was a
roll call vote and the motion passed 4-0.

RECORD OF ACTION:
DATE: September 30, 2021
SUBJECT: 124 Chestnut Hill Road - Certificate of Appropriateness

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on September 16, 2021, the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, by roll
call vote of 4-0,

RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted at 124 Chestnut Hill Road to replace
the garage doors and modify the garage door openings, install chimney caps, and finalize window color palette which will
match existing cream color. A new application will be submitted for the chimney caps if the proposed dimensions need
to change from what was submitted with this application.

Voting in the Affirmative:

Peter Vieira, Chair Matthew Montgomery, Member
Rick Wetmore, Member John Wyman, Member

12 Kingsbury Road — Certificate of Appropriateness

Lauren Thill presented an application for the hardscaping, address marker, and fencing at the front of the
property. This was the first phase of their hardscaping project at the front. The front retaining wall would be
reconstructed and moved forward.

Materials Reviewed:
Assessors database map
Historic photographs
Photographs

Survey

Renderings

Elevations

Materials

Landscape plans

Details

Commission members agreed that the proposed project was appropriate. P. Vieira moved to grant a certificate
of appropriateness for the application as submitted. J. Wyman seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote
and the motion passed 4-0.

RECORD OF ACTION:
DATE: October 1, 2021
SUBJECT: 12 Kingsbury Road - Certificate of Appropriateness

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on September 16, 2021, the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, by roll
call vote of 4-0,
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RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted at 12 Kingsbury Road for the first phase
of the hardscaping project to install hardscaping, address marker, and fencing at the front of the property.

Voting in the Affirmative:

Peter Vieira, Chair Matthew Montgomery, Member
Rick Wetmore, Member John Wyman, Member

65 Essex Road — Certificate of Non-Applicability (Non-Binding Recommendation)
Kyle Sheffield presented an application to build a two-story addition, replace windows, repair exterior
elements, make changes to the rear addition, and make changes to the hardscaping and landscaping.

Materials Reviewed:

Assessors database maps

MHC Form B

Plot plan

Plans

Photos

Demolition plans

Elevations

Product and material information
Perspectives

R. Wetmore commented that the plans looked great. P. Vieira asked about not replicating the front gable
pediment for the secondary entrance. There was discussion about the landscaping plan and driveway
materials. P. Vieira moved to grant a certificate of non-applicability for the application as submitted. M.
Montgomery seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote and the motion passed 4-0.

RECORD OF ACTION:
DATE: October5, 2021
SUBJECT: 65 Essex Road - Certificate of Non-Applicability

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on September 16, 2021, the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, by roll
call vote of 4-0,

RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Non-Applicability for the application as submitted at 65 Essex Road to build a two-story
addition, replace windows, repair exterior elements, make changes to the rear addition, and make changes to the
hardscaping and landscaping. The Commission can only make non-binding recommendations for changes to the exterior
architectural features and structures open to view from a private way for this property.

Voting in the Affirmative:

Peter Vieira, Chair Matthew Montgomery, Member
Rick Wetmore, Member John Wyman, Member

12 Acacia Avenue — Certificate of Appropriateness
The review was continued from previous meetings. Ritchie Yu and Kai Xue presented revisions to the plans to
expand the driveway and build a garage and parking area.

Materials Reviewed:
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Assessors database map
Photos

MHC Form B

Plot and site plans
Elevations

Plans

Product and materials

P. Vieira noted that the garage door product specifications were inconsistent with the drawings. M.
Montgomery was concerned that the parking area in front of the former garage would remain as the
commission typically did not approve parking spots in the front, and now there would be parking in the back.
P. Vieira proposed landscaping the area to eliminate the parking and the appearance of a wide driveway. M.
Montgomery thought they would want a path leading from the driveway to the side door. There was
discussion about the garage roof pitch; P. Vieira proposed 3 and 12. Commission members agreed that the
parking area in front of the garage needed to be planted. The owner agreed to come back with updated plans.

329 Hammond Street — Certificate of Hardship (Violation)
The review of the installed front fence was continued from previous meetings. Teresia Garad explained that
there was a hardship with respect to safety and cost.

Materials Reviewed:
Assessors database map
Photographs

Fence plan

P. Vieira thought that the darker fence was more successful. There was discussion about site lines and what
type of fence was required by the ordinance. J. Wyman wanted input from the Law Department on how to
combine the Historic District Commission ordinance and the Scenic Road ordinance. M. Montgomery was very
sympathetic to the owner’s concerns, but also wanted guidance from the Law Department. The review was
continued pending discussion with the Law Department.

329 Hammond Street — Certificate of Appropriateness
Teresia Garad presented an application to install a generator, repair the garage, and paint the house and
garage in a color palette like the existing.

Materials Reviewed:
Assessors database map
Photographs

Commission members said that in-kind repairs and re-painting with the same color palette could be
administratively approved by Staff. The generator would be visible without the fence and needed to be
reviewed by the Commission. The owner agreed to come back with the generator application.
Administrative discussion

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 p.m.

Recorded by Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner
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