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NEWTON RETIREMENT BOARD SPECIAL MEETING
Monday, April 11, 2022 — 9:00 AM
Location: Newton City Hall, Room #211

NOTE: This meeting was held both in-person and virtually using ZOOM sofiware link:
hitps://zoom. us/i/95782423054 ?pwd=a0RmWXFVMDJJeGhVenN3elU105Wladz09

PRESENT: Thomas Lopez, Anthony lL.ogalbo, Paul Bianchi, Stephen Curtey, Lisa Maloney, Esq.,

RECOR

VOTED:

VOTED:

Barbara O’Brien, Deirdre Walsh, Deputy City Soiicitor/Retirament Board Counsel Marie
L.awlor

Paul Bianchi participated remotely as his physical attendance at the meeting was
deemed unreasonably difficulf. All votes were faken by roll call vote.

D: Chairman Lopez explained that the Board raceived an application for both an ordinary and
accidental disability retirement from a member for which both Board Courisel, Marie Lawlor,
and Murphy, Hesse, Toomey and Lehane, LLP have a potential conflict of interest. Board
Counsel explained that an adversarial process took place between the city and the member
and that her only role as City Solicitor was to consult regarding options for retirement.
Board Counsel said that usually she would recuse herself from a matter with the Retirement
Board if there was a potential conflict of interest and have the Retirement Board use their
outside contracted counsel, Murphy, Hesse, Toomey and Lehane, LLP but in this situation,
the outside counsel also has a potential conflict. After explaining their role in the city's
process, Murphy, Hesse, Toomey and Lehane, LLP advised Board Counsel that they may
not legally have a conflict of interest In this matter but that there is an appearance of a
conflict, which is reason encugh for them to not take on this case. Board Counsel and
Murphy, Hesse, Toomey and Lehane, LLP both agreed it wouid be best to request
proposals for legal services. PERAC was consulted and confirmed that if outside counsel
is required, the Board must follow the RFP (Request for Proposals) process, pursuant to
M.G.L. .32, 5.23B, even in matters such as this where time is a factor. Board Counsel
advised it would be best to contract legal services not specific to just this particular member
but to have another legal source to use in times that both she and Murphy, Hesse, Toomey
and Lehane, LLP have a potential conflict of interest again. There was discussion relating
to the posting requirements and the Board decided that in addition to posting on PERAC's
Website they would post the public notice re the RFP in the Boston Globe, Lawyer’'s Weekly
and the Secretary of State’s Goods and Services Bulletin. Chairman Lopez received
confirmation frem all Board members that they had an opportunity to review the RFP
drafted by Board Counsel and that nobody had any further questions.

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 5-0, to accept the Request for Proposals
for Legal Services as drafted by Board Counsel, Marie Lawlor.

Record in minutes, the Board voted, by a vote of -0, to set the deadline for the receipt of
RFP submissions to a date thirty days from PERAC’s approval of the public notice
posting.
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Upon motion duly made and seconded it was vot :d,y vote ff 5-0, to adjourn at 9:27 AM,
i

e P
Signed: / A

Thomas Lopez, Chairman/Elected Member

Aniony T. Dégalbo, Viee/ CHairman/Mayoral Appointee

Paul Bianchi, Elected Member
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" Stephen, Curley, Ex-Officio Member

3a'M. Maloney, Esq., Appointed Membar



