City Council

2022-2023 City of Newton

April 4, 2022

Hon. Ruthanne Fuller
1000 Commonwealth Ave
Newton Centre MA 02459

Dear Madam Mayor,

The undersigned City Councilors concur with the March 31st resolution of the School Committee
that "the 4 million dollars worth of cuts in the proposed FY23 [NPS] budget to reach the allocation
are too deep and too painful."

We also feel so strongly, like the School Committee, "that the current budget allocation of
$262,070,208 is not enough to run the schools without serious negative impacts on our kids," that
we are prepared to exercise our procedural options as City Councilors on the proposed allocation
when it comes before us, if the funding gap is not closed or nearly entirely eliminated on the
allocation side.

Furthermore, we disagree with the argument that ARPA funding would be an inappropriate
solution here ("using one-time funding sources to address this structural deficit in operations is not
responsible") on the basis that these funds were intended to be used for helping to resolve the
recent emergency and its ongoing effects, and we believe that continued or escalated funding for
staff resources at a critical juncture in getting childhood development back on track is a short-term
but necessary expenditure.

Failure to address these behavioral and literacy issues, among others, that cropped up during the
remote learning will only end up adding much greater expenses to the school district later down the
line. If we spend ARPA resources now, we can correct these problems quickly and then make
appropriate further reductions in future years, if needed. But this is a responsible short-term use of
one-time funds.

Sincerely,

Councilors Bill Humphrey, Holly Ryan, Alicia Bowman, Brenda Noel, Marc Laredo, Emily Norton,
Maria Greenberg, Victoria Danberg, Chris Markiewicz, Tarik Lucas, Julia Malakie, and Pamela
Wright
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