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STAFF MEMORANDUM
Meeting Date: April 14, 2022
DATE: April 7, 2022
TO: Newton Upper Falls Historic District Commission
FROM: Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner
SUBJECT: Additional Review Information

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Newton Upper Falls Historic
District Commission (Newton Upper Falls HDC) with information about the significance of the
properties being reviewed and the application process, which may be useful in the review and
decision-making process of the Newton Upper Falls HDC. Additional information may be
presented at the meeting that the Newton Upper Falls HDC can take into consideration when
discussing a Local Historic District Review application.

Dear Newton Upper Falls HDC Members,

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you
should have received in your meeting packet.

Applications
999 Chestnut Street — Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The Greek Revival worker cottage was built circa 1830.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owner submitted two applications. One is the continuation of the
review for the installation of a free-standing cedar barrel Zen hot tub on the brick patio area in
front of the shed. The circular hot tub will be four-feet tall and six-feet wide.

The second application is to replace the existing fence sections and to install a new fence section
along the left side property line. The owner intends to match the existing fence.

Notes:

The Zen tub application includes aerial views and additional product and installation
information.
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The replacement of the existing fences can be approved administratively before the meeting,
if the owner is able to provide photos and cut sheets of the proposed fence that show it
matches the existing.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Topo view

Aerial view

Photographs

Site plan

Product and connection information
Fence plan

MHC Form B

54 Pettee Street — Remediation of Violation

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The Greek Revival/Colonial Revival house may date back to the 1850s.
It was moved from 285 Elliot Street sometime after 1895 and by 1899. James T. Prendergast
owned the house in the early 1900s and rented to several tradesmen including a pyrotechnist, a
carpenter and a physician.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The existing right-side two-story stair is in violation. The owners propose
to demolish the existing stair and rebuild the stair and rear deck. The new stair would be located
at the back of the house.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:
Assessors database map
Aerial view with rendering
Photographs

Plans

Elevations

Details

Product information

MHC Form B

14 Summer Street — Working Session

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The circa 1840 Greek Revival/Gothic Revival house may have been built
at the same time as 6 Summer Street which has some of the same Gothic Revival details. The
house is unique because of the Gothic Revival details and because of the incorporated recessed
porch. Whipple Freeman, a farmer, lived in the house in the mid- to late 1800s, and probably
owned the house during that period.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owner wants feedback on a project to renovate the existing house
and build an attached garage which would be accessed from Summer Street. He also wants to
build an additional unit with an attached garage that would be accessed from Spring Street.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:
Assessors database map
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Aerial view
Photographs
Renderings
Elevations

Site plan

Plans

Product information
MHC Form B

Administrative discussion:

Minutes: September and December draft meeting minutes are NOT ready for review.

Remote meeting update

Rules & Regulations: Review 2008 Rules & Regulations for Upper Falls (this was the most recent
document | could find.) Chestnut Hill is almost done revising their Rules & Regulations and the
their latest draft is included in the packet; that is the template | would propose using. Ideally, we
would have one set of Rules & Regulations across the districts with call outs for items that do not
apply to all the districts. For example, Chestnut Hill has jurisdiction over what is visible from
private ways and over paint colors, while the other commissions do not. The ordinance is also
included in the packet; HDCs start on page 16.




