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* AGENDA *

Date: March 24, 2022
Time:  7:00 p.m.
Place: ZOOM Link -

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89780462908 or
+16465588656,,89780462908#

Also Live Streaming on NewTV’s Vimeo Chanel at https://vimeo.com/686381463

1. 236 Auburn Street (Ward 4)
Request for NHC to authorize the Chair to sign a Preservation Restriction
Agreement
Please note that no public comment will be heard for this item

In 2017, CANDO affordable housing developers received CPA funding to relocate and
restore the original 1860s Italianate style house and convert the site into an
affordable housing development with one affordable unit in the historic home. In
addition to the historic house, the project included two duplex units in a second
structure and a five-unit group home in a third. The restoration and new
construction were completed in 2020 and leased to eligible affordable households at
that time. In 2021, the property was acquired by the Newton Housing Authority,
which now oversees and maintains the affordable units.

In exchange for the CPA funding, CANDO (now the NHA) was required to give the City
a preservation restriction over the historic ca. 1860s house and an affordable
housing restriction over all of the new units. The preservation restriction extends
over the exterior architectural details of the house and includes one original interior
element — a marble fireplace surround on the first floor. The restriction is in
perpetuity and has been reviewed and approved by the Massachusetts Historical
Commission (MHC). At this time, the draft has been finalized and signed by the
Newton Housing Authority. The next step is for the NHC to authorize the chair to sign
the restriction on behalf of the Commission, after which it must be signed by the
Mayor and sent back to the MHC for their signatures before it can be recorded with
the Registry of Deeds. A copy of the unsigned Preservation Restriction is included in
the packet documents.

2. 345 Walnut Street, Newton Senior Center — Local Landmark Nomination (Ward
2)
Request to nominate this property for designation as a local landmark
Please note that no public comment will be heard for this item

The property at 345 Walnut Street has been nominated for consideration as a local
landmark. The nomination was received on January 28, 2022, and was nominated by
City Councilor Tarik Lucas and City Councilor Julia Malakie along with the following
members of the Newton Historical Commission, Chairman Peter Dimond, Mark
Armstrong, and Amanda Stauffer Park. At this meeting the Commission should vote
whether to accept the nomination and authorize staff to prepare a landmark’s report
for consideration at a future hearing for possible designation of the property as a
local landmark in accordance with the Local Landmark Ordinance, Section 22-63(c).
The Landmarks Ordinance in the City of Newton provides the highest level of
protection for properties determined to be the most architecturally or historically
significant in the city.
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The Commission reviewed a full demolition application for this property in 2020, and on September 24, 2020,
voted to preferably preserve the building and impose an 18-month delay. According to the member agenda
for that meeting, this former Newtonville Branch Library was constructed in 1938 in the Classical Revival Style
and is a contributing resource to the Newtonville National Register Historic District. Originally named the
John R. Prescott library in honor of its largest local donor, this building has historically served as a visual
anchor to the southern end of the historic district, which distinguishes the brick commercial village buildings
to the north from the high school and largely residential development to the south. The City of Newton
owned the building when it was constructed in 1938, and it was designed by the firm of Robb & Little of
Stuart Street in Boston. The builder was Concrete Construction Company of Chelsea. Prior to the library’s
construction, this was the site of the Newton Club. At its dedication in December of 1939, Robert Frost read
his poem “Mending Wall”; lines from his poem were memorialized in the stained-glass window medallion
designed by noted stained glass artist and Newtonville resident Charles J. Connick. The library was the target
of an arsonist in 1983, which resulted in heavy damage, but the library was renovated. After the closure of
the Newtonville library in the early 1990s, renovations and additions to the building were completed in 1993
to adapt it for use as the city’s Senior Center.

The Commission has received a substantial amount of public comment for this item, which can be viewed
here: https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/historic-preservation/historical-
commission/agendas-minutes-packets

THE THIRD AGENDA ITEM WILL NOT BEGIN BEFORE 8:30 PM

3. 23 Nahanton Street — Partial Demolition Review (Ward 8)
Request to alter entry ways and fenestration; and construct dormers

This surveyed Italianate building first appears on the 1874 atlas and according to the survey form on file with
the state, the First Baptist Church used the building from at least 1871 as a chapel and Sunday school.
Further information about this use is found in a 1985 NHC publication, Newton’s 19" Century Architecture,
which stated that “A Sunday school and chapel was built nearby on Nahanton Street and the First Baptist
Church at Newton Centre maintained preaching at Oak Hill every Sabbath by students connected with the
Newton Theological Institute.” The 1886 atlas still refers to the property as a chapel, but by 1895 it was
owned by Noah S King, a local farmer who owned additional properties nearby, and was a lifelong resident of
Oak Hill (1816-1901).

King never resided at the dwelling, as he resided his entire life nearby at the family dwelling at 328 Brookline
Street, which still stands today. King must have had a connection to its previous owner as a 1901 newspaper
article about his funeral mentions that the officiating clergyman was the former President of the Newton
Theological Institute and prayers, scripture readings and eulogies were done by members of the Newton
Centre Baptist Church. At some point the King family converted the building into a residence and sold it to
Rocco and Christina Carchia in 1925. Rocca Carchia permitted alterations to the converted residence
including the construction of a new stone foundation and cellar in 1925, and the exterior shingling and
changes to the size of (10) windows in 1936. The Carchia family retained ownership of the property for nearly
a century and sold it last year to its current owner. Staff recommends the NHC preferably preserve the
Italianate style building as an intact example of a converted 19" century Oak Hill chapel and Sunday School
that has retained its overall massing, form and siting. In the event that the Commission preferably preserves
the building, the applicant and their architect will present plans for partial demolition of the roof to construct
dormers, as well as changes to the entry ways and fenestration.

4. 152 Crafts Street — Demolition Review (Ward 2)
Request to demolish house

The Dutch Colonial Revival style house at 152 Crafts Street was permitted for construction in November 1919
for $10,000 and built as infill construction for the area even though the lot itself had been created as early as
1874. The owner, architect and builder are listed as Vincent E. Squiers, who lived nearby on Washington
Street. Squiers was born in Guilford Vermont, and grew up in the Brockton area, and built a number of
houses in Newton during the 1920s and 30s, as well as homes in Brookline, Belmont and Quincy. For 152
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Crafts Street, Squiers likely used an architect-designed plan, as would have been common. The first known
owner was Alois W. Krause, a salesman, though his residence was short as by 1925, Archie Osgood, a
proprietor in the laundry business, and his family are residing at the property. The longest owner of the
property thus far was Gerald Swartz, who purchased the property in 1936 and owned it until his death in
1996. Swartz owned a hardware store not far from his house, which is still in existence on Watertown Street
in Newton. The hardware company was started by Swartz’s parents in 1890.

The house has endured some alterations over the decades including the enclosure of a right side one story
open porch in 1951 and the installation of solar panels in 2014. The original building permit plans show a
covered entry portico, which was enclosed at an unknown date though the gable entry roof and footprint
was retained. While it is a nice, typical example of a Dutch Colonial Revival style dwelling, the house does not
stand out alone architecturally and is not aided by any surrounding context. For these reasons staff
recommends not preferably preserving the house.

5. 145 Warren Street, LL — Request for Certificate of Appropriateness (Ward 6)

Request for final review and approval of all listed proposed alterations/materials to the historic house,
inventory of existing windows and gutters, details of the roof and front porch, existing conditions drawings
and design of brick pier

This property was designated as a local landmark at the June 24, 2021, NHC hearing, and as such the Law
Department has stated that according to the Landmarks Ordinance, no building, structure, exterior
architectural feature, or landscape shall be altered or demolished unless the NHC has first issued a
Certificate. The Commission last reviewed this project at its January 27, 2022, meeting and voted to approve
the project, however, prior to the issuance of a building permit, the applicant needed to return to the
Commission for final review and approval of seven items. The listed items included:

. inventory of existing windows and gutters

. drawn details of the roof

. drawn details of the front porch and railings

. design of the replacement free standing front column (brick pier)

. complete set of architectural drawings depicting existing conditions

. itemized list and explanation of alterations to the historic house to be depicted with original,
existing, and proposed elevations side by side

7. list and approval of all proposed materials on the historic house

U, WN -

All other elements, such as the rear addition, of that submission were approved. Any changes to that
previous submission or additional work to the historic house would need an amendment to or a new local
landmark application for a Certificate of Appropriateness, Non-Applicability or Hardship, and review process.
At this hearing, the applicant is returning to the Commission to request final review of the listed items and
approval in order to move forward with the project. The new submission for these items is included in the
packet docs. The Local Landmark report for this address, is also included in the packet docs and it lists
Standards for Design Review, beginning on page 11 of the report (page 104 of the packet documents). These
should be taken in consideration as the Commission reviews the submittal.

Administrative Discussion:
a) Approval of minutes
b) Vote to select a Commissioner to serve on the Farm Commission

The City’s Ordinances under Section 7-91 states that the Farm Commission should include (1) member of the
Newton Historical Commission to serve a (1) year term selected by the Commission. Currently this slot is
vacant.

c) Discussion of edits to the Commission’s Rules and Regulations



Administratively approved applications for the March hearing cycle

70 Wiswall Rd 2/7/2022 D

44 Brandeis Rd 2/8/2022 PD Left side addition

130 Ridge Ave 2/8/2022 D

336 Cabot St 2/8/2022 PD Left side addition

15 Buff Cir 2/8/2022 D

244 Arnold Rd 2/15/2022 D

47 Myerson Ln 2/17/2022 D

24 Ruane Rd 2/22/2022 PD Right side and rear addition
56 Roosevelt Rd 3/1/2022 PD Left side addition

20 Greenlawn Ave 3/2/2022 PD right side addition

15 Keefe Ave 3/1/2022 PD Second story Addition

PD = Partial Demolition Applications
D = Full Demolition Applications

The location of this meeting/event is wheelchair accessible and Reasonable Accommodations will be provided to persons
with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a Reasonable Accommodation, please contact the city of Newton’s
ADA/Section 504 Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance (2 weeks for ASL or CART) of the
meeting/event: jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711.
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