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MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 

CHESTNUT HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

DATE:      July 15, 2021 

 
PLACE/TIME:   Fully Remote 
 
ATTENDING:  Peter Vieira, FAIA, Chair 

Robert Imperato, Member  
Susana Lannik, Member  
Rick Wetmore, Member 
John Wyman, Member  
Barbara Kurze, Commission Staff 
 

ABSENT:  Brett Catlin, Member  
Matthew Montgomery, Member  
Samuel Perry, Alternate 
 

The fully remote meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with Peter Vieira presiding as Chair. Voting 
permanent members were R. Imperato, S. Lannik, R. Wetmore, and J. Wyman. B. Kurze acted as recording 
secretary and the meeting was recorded on Zoom. 
 
20 Acacia Avenue – Certificate of Appropriateness 
Jason LaGorga and Jesse Moore presented an application to replace the concrete front walkway with 
bluestone, the concrete steps at the sidewalk with new stairs with bluestone treads and Boston Blend Mosaic 
stone risers, and the metal railing at the stairs would be replaced with a new wrought iron railing. The walkway 
width would not change and the brick stairs and landing at the front entry would not be replaced.  
 

Materials Reviewed: 
Assessors database map 
Survey plan 
MHC Form B 
Existing and proposed plans 
Sections 
Photographs 
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Commission members agreed that the project was appropriate. P. Vieira moved to grant a certificate of 
appropriateness for the application as submitted. S. Lannik seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote and 
the motion passed 5-0. 
 

RECORD OF ACTION:   
DATE: July 19, 2021 
SUBJECT:  20 Acacia Avenue – Certificate of Appropriateness 

 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on July 15, 2021, the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, by roll call vote 
of 5-0, 
RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted at 20 Acacia Avenue to replace the 
concrete front walkway with bluestone, the concrete steps at the sidewalk with new stairs with bluestone treads and Boston 
Blend Mosaic stone risers and the metal railing at the stairs with a wrought iron railing. The brick stairs and landing at the 
front entry will remain. 

Voting in the Affirmative:    

Peter Vieira, Chair   Robert Imperato, Member    Susana Lannik, Member 
Rick Wetmore, Member     John Wyman, Member      
 

509 Hammond Street – Certificate of Appropriateness 
Zack Sambucci, Brooke Helgerson and Brian Amaral presented an application to make repairs to the house and 
hardscaping. The review of the repairs to the front steps, rebuilding of the rear brick piers, replacement of the 
metal railing with a taller code-complaint railing, and repairs to the rear patio was continued from the previous 
meeting. The proposed repairs to the house included: 1) repairing, re-setting existing shutters and replacing 
missing shutters; 2) repointing the brick exterior as required; 3) replacing the existing side stairs and entry 
landing in-kind and replacing the railing system with a taller code-compliant railing; 4) replace existing flashing, 
eaves, and aluminum gutters in-kind; and 5) repair attic vents. The rebuilt brick piers would be six inches taller 
and would have a steel railing system. 
 

Materials Reviewed: 
Assessors database map 
Subdivision plan 
Repair plan 
Photos 
Detail drawings 
Renderings 
Sections 
MHC Form B 
 

Commission members agreed that most of the work was in-kind or not visible. The side stairs, rear piers and 
guard rail would be visible from the public body of water. P. Vieira moved to grant a certificate of non-
applicability for the application as submitted for the repairs and replacements in-kind and items which would 
not be visible from a public or private way. J. Wyman seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote and the 
motion passed 5-0. P. Vieira moved to grant a certificate of appropriateness for the application as submitted 
for the taller railings, rear brick piers and rear guardrail. J. Wyman seconded the motion. There was a roll call 
vote and the motion passed 5-0. 
 

RECORD OF ACTION:   
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DATE: July 19, 2021 
SUBJECT:  509 Hammond Street – Certificate of Non-Applicability 

 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on July 15, 2021, the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, by roll call vote 
of 5-0, 
RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Non-Applicability for the application as submitted at 509 Hammond Street to repair and 
replace in-kind the front steps, the rear patio, the  existing shutters and missing shutters, the brick exterior pointing, the 
side stairs and entry landing,  the flashing, eaves, and aluminum gutters, and the attic vents. And to edge the patio with 
brick which will not be visible. 

Voting in the Affirmative:    

Peter Vieira, Chair   Robert Imperato, Member    Susana Lannik, Member 
Rick Wetmore, Member     John Wyman, Member      
 

RECORD OF ACTION:   
DATE: July 19, 2021 
SUBJECT:  509 Hammond Street – Certificate of Appropriateness 

 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on July 15, 2021, the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, by roll call vote 
of 5-0, 
RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted at 509 Hammond Street to rebuild the 
rear brick piers at a taller height, replace the metal railing with a taller code-complaint railing, and replace the side stair 
railing system with a taller code-compliant railing. 

Voting in the Affirmative:    

Peter Vieira, Chair   Robert Imperato, Member    Susana Lannik, Member 
Rick Wetmore, Member     John Wyman, Member      
 

531 Hammond Street – Certificate of Appropriateness 
This review was continued from a previous meeting. Bertha Pantoja, Brooke Helgerson, Zack Sambucci, and 
Brian Amaral presented an application to install a cast aluminum eight-foot-tall lamp post with an attached 
address sign, shielded three-foot-tall aluminum bollard pedestrian lights, and granite cobblestone apron and 
edging. The lamp post and bollards would have a black finish. 
 

Materials Reviewed: 
Assessors database map 
Aerial view 
Photographs 
Renderings 
Detail drawings 
Landscape plans 
Product and material information 
MHC Form B 
 
P. Vieira confirmed that the lights were shielded had matte black fixtures. He said the lights should have a 
warm color temperature, 2700K. J. Wyman recommended that the applicants double check Newton’s light 
trespass ordinance. P. Vieira moved to grant a certificate of appropriateness for the application as submitted 
with conditions. J. Wyman seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote and the motion passed 5-0. 
 



Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission 
Page 4 of 5  

 

Preserving the Past    Planning for the Future 

RECORD OF ACTION:   
DATE: July 19, 2021 
SUBJECT:  531 Hammond Street – Certificate of Appropriateness 

 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on July 15, 2021, the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, by roll call vote 
of 5-0, 
RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted at 531 Hammond Street to install a 
cast aluminum eight-foot-tall lamp post with an attached address sign, shielded aluminum bollard pedestrian lights, and 
granite cobblestone apron and edging with the requirement that the lantern light temperature be 2700K and the lantern 
fixture and bollards have a black finish. 

Voting in the Affirmative:    

Peter Vieira, Chair   Robert Imperato, Member    Susana Lannik, Member 
Rick Wetmore, Member     John Wyman, Member      

 
12 Kingsbury Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 
The Commission approved the design concept for the carriage house at the February meeting with final 
approval contingent on the submission of the final construction documents for Commission review and 
approval. Lauren Thill and Michael Collins  presented the carriage house plans with the product and material 
information. The garage door would have a paintable mahogany exterior with an insulated panel. Roof shingles 
would be CertainTeed or GAF three-tab to match the house. One-by-four composite bead board was 
proposed; all other trim would be wood. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Elevations (1/8” = 1 foot) 
Sections 
Plans 
Details 
Product and material information 
Plot plan 
Renderings 
Elevations (1/4” = 1 foot) 
 
There was discussion about the proposed clad windows, the color palette, and how they related to the house. 
J. Wyman said it was an attractive addition to the property. Other commission members agreed that it was 
appropriate. P. Vieira moved to grant a certificate of appropriateness for the application as submitted. R. 
Wetmore seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote and the motion passed 5-0. 
 

RECORD OF ACTION:   
DATE: July 19, 2021 
SUBJECT:  12 Kingsbury Road, Accessory Unit/Carriage House – Certificate of Appropriateness 

 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on July 15, 2021, the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, by roll call vote 
of 5-0, 
RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted at 12 Kingsbury Road to demolish the 
existing garage and build an accessory unit/carriage house. 

Voting in the Affirmative:    
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Peter Vieira, Chair   Robert Imperato, Member    Susana Lannik, Member 
Rick Wetmore, Member     John Wyman, Member      
 

124 Chestnut Hill Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 
This review of the window details was continued from the July 7, 2021, meeting. Ralph Kilfoyle and Jay 
Berglund presented the details of the proposed replacement casement windows for the sides and back of the 
house. They intended to keep the joints to a minimum but noted that the bricks were irregular. They also 
presented information about proposed garage doors but did not have product cut sheets. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Plans 
Existing and proposed window sash sizes 
Replacement windows construction details 
Photographs 
Rear elevation 
 
Commission members agreed that the window details were appropriate. P. Vieira advised the applicants that 
they needed to come back to the commission if the shop drawings differed from what was presented. There 
was discussion about the proposed garage doors and how the trim area would be treated. P. Vieira said that 
the applicants needed to come back with a cut sheet and photos of the installed door, elevation drawings of 
the garage doors showing the resolution of the head condition, and the door warranty. P. Vieira moved to 
grant a certificate of appropriateness for the application as submitted for the windows. J. Wyman seconded 
the motion. There was a roll call vote and the motion passed 5-0. 
 

RECORD OF ACTION:   
DATE: July 19, 2021 
SUBJECT:  124 Chestnut Hill Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on July 15, 2021, the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, by roll call vote 
of 5-0, 
RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted at 124 Chestnut Hill Road to replace 
the windows on the sides and back of the house. 

Voting in the Affirmative:    

Peter Vieira, Chair   Robert Imperato, Member    Susana Lannik, Member 
Rick Wetmore, Member     John Wyman, Member      
 

Administrative discussion 
Meeting minutes: The April meeting minutes were approved. 
Submission materials: Commission members agreed that the commission should offer feedback and direction 
on projects and identify areas that the applicant needs to address but should steer clear of designing the 
project and dragging out the meetings. Applications needed to meet the minimum submission material 
requirements. It would make sense to develop examples of the baseline minimum requirements and post 
those online. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Recorded by Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner  


