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STAFF MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date:  February 17, 2022 
     

DATE:  February 11, 2022 
 

TO:   Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission    
   

FROM:   Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner 
     

SUBJECT:  Additional Review Information 
 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic 
District Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the 
properties being reviewed and the application process, which may be useful in the review and 
decision-making process of Chestnut Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the 
meeting that the Chestnut Hill HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic 
District Review application. 

 
 

Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members, 

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that 
you should have received in your meeting packet. 
 
29 Gate House Road – Remediation of Violation 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1931 English Revival house was designed by Newton Centre architect 
Hawley W. Morton and built by Sherman and Fennell. The first occupants were George Austin and 
Harriet C. D’Arcy. George D’Arcy is listed in the 1932 and 1934 City Directories as working in 
“humidifying” in Rhode Island.  

APPLICATION PROCESS: This review is continued from previous meetings. The owners are proposing two 
options to remediate the existing solar panel violation. Both options would flatten the existing 12 panels 
by removing the tilt legs; there would still be a three-inch gap between the roof surface and the panels 
which is required for airflow. The first option, “Centered Array”, would justify the array to the front edge 
of the roof. The second option, “Array Pushed Back 2”” would set the array two inches back from the 
front edge of the roof; there would be a two-inch overhang at the back.   

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Aerial views 
Renderings 
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Roof plans 
Diagrams 
Structural details 
Roof section details 
Product information 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Installing Solar Panels 

 

92 Reservoir Avenue – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1915 Colonial Revival house was designed by James Lovell Little, Jr., for Mr. 
and Mrs. Harold Estabrook. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to replace windows on the right-side bump out and on the 
back of the house, change fenestration on the right-side bump out, and build a covered front entry with 
a flat-seamed copper roof. They also want to replace the existing fence and gate enclosure; add new 
light fixtures, hardscaping, and landscaping improvements; and to remove and/or replace exterior stone 
walls. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Project description 
MHC Form B 
Photos 
Elevations 
Plans 
Entry details 
Landscape existing conditions photographs 
Landscape existing conditions and removal plan 
Proposed landscape and grading plans 
Products and materials 

 
43 Gate House Road – Working Session 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1957 International style house was designed by Paul Rudolf. Rudolf was 
the chair of Yale University's Department of Architecture for six years and was known for his use of 
concrete and highly complex floor plans. His most famous work is the Yale Art and Architecture Building, 
a spatially complex brutalist concrete structure. Most of his projects in Massachusetts were for 
institutional buildings such as the Massachusetts Health, Welfare and Education Center at 115 
Cambridge Street, and buildings on the Southeastern Massachusetts Technological Institute and 
Wellesley College campuses. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want feedback on options for solar technology and installation 
locations. A possible solar project was discussed with the commission in 2010 (meeting minutes and 
materials are included and highlighted); the commission was concerned with the visibility of the project.  

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Assessors database map 
Aerial view 
Photographs 
Objectives 
Options 
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2010 submission materials and minutes 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Installing Solar Panels 
 

 

17 Old England Road – Working Session 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The circa 1907 Colonial Revival style house was first occupied by Mr. and Mrs. 
Edwin Garsia. There is no information in the records on who the architect was, but Arthur G. Rotch 
designed the 1912 garage. Suzanne Lipsky designed the addition and deck. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want feedback on a project to replace the windows on the left-side 
1986 addition with energy-efficient aluminum-clad windows that have a similar profile to the windows 
on the main house. They also want to replace windows on the back of the house with the same 
aluminum-clad window. The windows at the back may not be visible from a public or private way. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Assessor’s database map 
MHC Form B 
Description 
Photos of windows to be replaced 
Elevations and photos identifying windows to be replaced 
Details of historic windows 
Existing and proposed detail drawings 
Replacement window cut sheets and information 

 

152 Suffolk Road – Working Session 

Note: the back of the property is visible from the MBTA line and from Houghton Gardens. 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1904 Spanish Eclectic style house was designed by Chapman & Frazer for 
Clement S. Houghton and is individually listed on the National Register. The house was built on a 26-acre 
parcel that was formerly the property of local farmer Francis Kingsbury who began subdividing his land 
and selling off house lots in the mid-1800s. Houghton was a founding member of the Chestnut Hill 
Garden Club; he and his wife Martha worked with the Arnold Arboretum to gather rare plants and 
Martha travelled to England, France and Japan to research gardens and collect plants. Landscape 
architect Warren Manning was responsible for the comprehensive landscape design and the “wild 
garden” that became today’s Houghton Garden. Landscape architect Wayne Stiles worked with Martha 
Houghton to create the alpine rock garden along the northern edge of Houghton Pond; this was one of 
the earliest rock gardens in the U.S. Houghton Garden was established in 1968 after the Chestnut Hill 
Neighborhood Association fought off a proposed art school. The stable, garage and coachman’s house 
are now 100 Suffolk Road. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: This working session is continued from a previous meeting. The owners want 
feedback on a project to make fenestration changes; add glass guardrails; build a new greenhouse, 
terrace structure with pool and pergola, sports court with court lighting, shed, in-ground trampoline, 
children’s play climber and swings; and install new fencing.  

In the last meeting, commission members expressed concerns with the amount of hardscaping and 
structures that were proposed and that the project was not respectful of the historic setting of a 
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property that was extremely important in the Chestnut Hill Historic District. The key revisions from the 
previous submission are: 

• The proposed fence does not extend across the front of the property. Note: there is no gate 
proposed for the entry structure at the front walkway; the plan that shows a gate is incorrect. 

• More detail has been provided for the glass screen and an option is proposed for a metal railing. 
Note: critical details are not addressed. The Blum cut sheet for the steel shoe shows it 
attaching to a steel member.  There is no information provided regarding the construction of 
the parapet wall to indicate whether it is capable of supporting the considerable loads that 
the glass guardrail system would impose on it.  Given how low the parapet dips in places, it 
appears that the shoe cannot run continuously as suggested without being exposed to view.  
Detail photographs, both outside and inside the parapet, should be provided for reference. If 
these details were satisfactorily resolved, the applicant should be prepared to explain how the 
small gap (un-dimensioned but presumed small) between the glass and parapet will be kept 
clean and free of debris, etc.  There does not appear to be any way of removing this type of 
organic material from a condition like this. 

 
MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Photographs 
Plot plan 
Plans 
Elevations 
Window project estimate 

 

Administrative discussion 

Minutes: The draft July 7, July 15, and August 2021 meeting minutes are included in the packet. 
The September 2021 draft meeting minutes are not ready. 


