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       * AGENDA * 
             Date:       January 27, 2022 

             Time:       7:00 p.m.                                                  
            Place:       https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89448811798 or 

+16465588656,,89448811798# 

 
 

1. 31 Greenwood Street, LL – Request for Certificate of Appropriateness (Ward 8) 
Request to remove transom and metal divider above front entry slider and 
install faux transom window – continuation  
 

The owner of the property is returning to the Commission to show plans for the 
removal of the transom and metal divider above the front entry slider. The applicant 
first discussed this application, which initially included the installation of siding in its 
place to match that of the house, with the Commission at its November 18, 2021 
hearing. The Commission had concerns and provided comments such as lowering the 
transom to resemble the original design, or installing a panel designed to look like 
the transom. The applicant has since changed the proposal to be the installation of a 
faux transom window in its place in order to maintain the current appearance.  
 
Plans for the converted barn at this location come under NHC review because this 
site was preserved as a Local Landmark when it was subdivided from the larger 
property at 29 Greenwood Street. In 2017, an in-kind replication of the historic barn 
was approved by the Newton Historical Commission, and a Certificate of Occupancy 
was issued earlier this year for the completed project. The installed transom was a 
part of the approved design, which is included in the packet docs, and a smaller 
transom above the entry was evident on the barn prior to any alterations. 

 
 
2. 450 Winchester Street, LL– Request for Certificate of Appropriateness (Ward 8) 

Request to install fence  
 

This house was designated a local landmark in 2008, and the report is included in the 
packet documents.  The current owner wishes to install a 6’ solid cedar wood fence 
along a portion of the right (south) side property line beginning approximately 20’ 
from the front property line, which according to the applicant would also be where it 
aligns with the front of the house at 458 Winchester Street.  A second design choice 
would be a solid fence with lattice on top, still totally 6'. The report does not 
reference the landscape in terms of specific Standards for Review, though the 
General Standards suggests that any projects affecting the property should be 
evaluated by considering the effect it would have on the relationship to the 
surrounding area. The Secretary of Interior Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties and the City of Newton Historic Preservation Design Guidelines advise 
that when fences are necessary, they should be as unobtrusive as possible and not 
blocking view of historic buildings from the street.  

 
3. 145 Warren Street, LL—Request for Certificate of Appropriateness (Ward 6) 

Request to restore the front bench, replace side windows, alter front 
façade to reflect previous appearance, construct additional residential 
units in the rear of the site, install hardscaping including brick pier, 
terraces and driveway – continuation  

 
This property was designated as a local landmark at the June 24, 2021, NHC 
hearing, and as such the Law Department has stated that according to the 
Landmarks Ordinance, no building, structure, exterior architectural feature, or 
landscape shall be altered or demolished unless the NHC has first issued a 
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Certificate. To date, no Certificate has been issued for any work on the property, and one is necessary from 
the NHC for the proposed work prior to the issuance of a building permit, regardless of any decisions issued 
or discussions prior to the landmarking of the property. The proposal also requires a special permit from the 
City Council, and the applicant has received this approval.   
 
The Commission first reviewed this application at their November 18, 2021, hearing, and felt that the 
application was lacking. The applicants commented on the proposed alterations to the historic house with 
intentions to return the façade to its original design per a c. 1916 photograph, however had not provided 
plans or specifications of the proposed work. Additionally, the application did not show how it complied with 
the Standards for Design Review as outlined in the Local Landmark Report. Further, Commissioners had 
concerns that the plans did not match the proposed scope. The Local Landmark Report is included in the 
packet documents for the Commission to refer to when reviewing the application.   
 
4. 222 Winslow Road – Partial Demolition Review (Ward 5) 

Request to construct additions  
 
222 Winslow Road was permitted for construction in 1923. No architect is listed on the permit and the owner 
is Ethel P. Osborne. A year later, a new owner, Eugene D. Jefferson, an inventor, permitted the construction 
of a sunroom on the front and right end of the house. The sunroom and rest of the house have since seen 
updates in terms of siding and window replacements, but the footprint appears unchanged. A permit was 
pulled in 1991 for repairs to the porch. Although the house is just shy of a century old, the current owner is 
only the fifth owner occupant, with all previous owners residing at the property at least a decade or much 
longer.  
 
This end of Winslow Road towards Woodward Street was built up between 1917 to 1929, with 211-230 
Winslow Road being constructed during that time frame. All of those houses feature a similar siting on their 
lots and setback to the street. For this reason, staff recommends the Commission preferably preserve the 
house for historic context as it remains part of a group of early 20th century mainly Colonial Revival two and a 
half story wood framed dwellings. In the event that the Commission votes to preferably preserve the house, 
the applicant will show plans to construct a two and a half story addition on the right side of the dwelling, as 
well dormers on the front and rear slopes of the side gable roof.  
 
5. 217 Varick Road – Demolition Review (Ward 5) 

Request to demolish house  
 

The Colonial Revival style single-family house with a two-car garage was permitted for construction in 1935. 
The owner/builder is listed as E. Forest Henley and the architect is C. C. Crowell, for Christopher Chase 
Crowell. Crowell, AIA, was born in Brockton in 1895 and graduated from MIT with a degree in Architecture. 
Additionally, Crowell designed a number of houses in local area, specifically 21 in Newton listed on state’s 
database, including homes on Acacia Avenue, Highland Street, Lockwood Road and Old Orchard Road. A rear 
vestibule was added shortly after construction in 1939, and the garage was extended 4’ forward in 1946. The 
longest residing owner occupant was Edward Uehlein, a lawyer and former Alderman (now city councilor), 
who resided at the property with his family from 1949 to 1990. The roof was replaced in the early ‘90s and 
again in 2015, however no other exterior permits are located, and the side gabled wood framed house does 
retain elements of its original exterior appearance including multi sash windows, the simple door surround 
with pilasters flanking the front door, small matching front gable dormers, and the center and left side 
chimneys. While there are other Colonials on the street constructed during a similar time period, staff 
struggles to see a historic context and does not think the house alone is an exemplary example of its style. 
For these reasons staff recommends not preferably preserving the house.  
 
6. 36 Chandler Place – Waiver Request (Ward 5) 

 Request to waive demo delay – continuation 
 

The owner of this property will present revised plans for a replacement structure at this location. This 
property was preferably preserved on June 24, 2021, and the minimum four-month waiting period has 
elapsed. Plans for a waiver request were first shown to the Commission at the November 18, 2021, hearing. 



 

Commissioners had concerns over the design of the house and suggested pushing one of the units back and 
relooking at the windows.  
 
At the June hearing, staff reported this late-19th century house was constructed under the ownership of 
James Shields, a teamster, and was connected to city water in 1894.  He continued to live here until at least 
1927, and by 1929 the house was vacant.  Daniel J. Kerr, who worked as a janitor, and then his wife Winifred, 
continued to live here until at least the 1970s.  Though the windows and siding on this house have been 
replaced, the massing and architectural features of the house have been retained, such as the partial front 
porch, clipped corner, and side bump-out, and there is context for it in the neighborhood of other late 19th 
century homes.  This example does not stand out on its own.   
 
7. 323 Nevada Street – Waiver Request (Ward 1) 

Request to waive demo delay  
 

The owner of this property will present plans for a replacement structure at this location. This property was 
preferably preserved on September 2, 2021, and the minimum four-month waiting period has elapsed. 
 
At the September hearing, staff reported that known as the Theodore H. Martell House, this surveyed 
property was constructed c.1887 and was designed in the Victorian Eclectic Style. Theodore H. Martell was a 
clerk at the nearby Nonantum Worsted factory and was living in this house by 1889. By 1925 the owner was 
William L. O’Brien, a laborer, and his family who lived here through at least the 1930s.  By 1945, the owner 
was Cesidio Gentilucci, who serviced oil burners and lived here with his family through the 1960s.  The 
building has been re-sided and most of the original wood trim has been removed, but it is in a neighborhood 
of similar-aged worker homes that have undergone these types of alterations over time.  The historic context 
of this neighborhood appears to be intact.   
 
8. 88 Carver Road – Waiver Request (Ward 5) 

Request to waive demo delay  
 
The owner of this property will present plans for a replacement structure at this location. This property was 
preferably preserved on September 23, 2021, and the minimum four-month waiting period has elapsed. 
 
At the September hearing, staff reported that 88 Carver Road was permitted for construction as a single-
family dwelling for Gertrude Hiscock in December 1914, which is much earlier than the 1932 date listed on 
the Assessor’s Database. Presumably constructed the following year, the structure’s architect is unknown as 
no name was listed on the permit application. Hiscock, a jeweler, resided at the property with her mother 
and sister.  In 1929 then owner, Nellie Hatch, had a small dormer constructed, though it is unclear if the 
permit is referring to the gable dormer on the front slope, or the shed dormer on the rear slope. No other 
building permits for the dwelling were located in the ISD file. In 1956 owner Harry Bigelow, a salesman, 
purchased a one car steel garage from the Whittredge Co. out of Lynn. The structure retains its overall form, 
wood shingle siding, 8/1 and 6/1 wood windows and exposed rafter tails on the side porch and rear elevation 
beneath the eave overhang. 
 
Administrative Discussion: 

a) 29 Greenwood Street update and discussion about site conditions   
b) Revisions to the Commission’s Rules and Regulations  
c) Approval of minutes  

 
Administratively approved applications for the January hearing cycle  

12 Bunker Ln 12/16/2021 PD  Rear and garage addition Admin approval 

52 Oldham Rd 12/20/2021 PD  Rear addition Admin approval 

19 Oakland Ave 12/20/2021 PD  

Front, left side and rear 
additions Non-significant 

31 Karen Rd 12/22/2021 D   Non-significant 

22 Charlemont St 12/22/2021 D   Non-significant 

5 Harwich Rd 12/27/2021 PD  Left side addition Admin approval  



676 Dedham Street 1/6/2022 D                                    Non-significant 

 
PD = Partial Demolitions 
D = Full Demolitions 

 
 
 

The location of this meeting/event is wheelchair accessible and Reasonable Accommodations will be provided to 
persons with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a Reasonable Accommodation, please contact the 
city of Newton’s ADA/Section 504 Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance (2 weeks for ASL 
or CART) of the meeting/event: jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-
796-1089. For the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711. 

mailto:jfairley@newtonma.gov

