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STAFF MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date:  January 20, 2022 
     

DATE:  January 12, 2022 
 

TO:   Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission    
   

FROM:   Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner 
     

SUBJECT:  Additional Review Information 
 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District 
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being 
reviewed and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making 
process of Chestnut Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the 
Chestnut Hill HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review 
application. 

 
 

Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members, 

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you 
should have received in your meeting packet. 
 
Applications 

Energy & Sustainability in Historic Districts – Presentation and Discussion 

Newton’s Energy Coach, Liora Silkes, will present how the work of the historic districts pairs with Newton’s 
climate action goals. The focus of the presentation will be the modern energy updates that we are seeing 
more of such as electric car charging stations, solar panels, and heat pumps. 

 

45 Old England Road – Final Project Approval 

APPLICATION PROCESS: This review is continued from previous meetings and the owners are requesting 
final approval of the driveway, hardscaping, landscape lighting, utility boxes, switchgear structure, and 
plantings required for driveway area and to screen switchgear structure.  

Note: The entire packet of materials from the last meeting is included, but the only open item is whether 
the switchgear box is visible from Old Orchard Road; commission members will take a look. The abutter 
did not submit a list of issues. 
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The utility pole work and underground utilities have not been completed and will be submitted for final 
project approval at a later date. Engineering provided the street opening permit from September 2020 
and confirmed that the applicants are required to restore the paving. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Photographs 
Approved plans 
Street opening permit 
 

124 Chestnut Hill Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1923 English Revival house was designed by Frohman, Robb and Little for 
author Ben Ames Williams. Williams was a well-known novelist and short story writer; much of his writing 
was published in the Saturday Evening Post. Several of his novels and short stories were made into films; 
among them Adventure’s End, Leave Her to Heaven, The Strange Woman and Johnny Trouble.  

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to remove all the trees from the property. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Assessors database map 
Tree removal plan 
Photographs 

 

32 Gate House Road – Working Session 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1931 Colonial Revival style house was designed by C.H. Johnson and built 
for Edward A. Lally who lived at 11 Meigh Road. Lally also developed the properties at 12 and 17 Chestnut 
Hill Terrace. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want feedback on a project to replace all the existing windows, add 
a front entry vestibule, and change the window arrangement on the front porch and the back of the house. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Photographs 
Plot plan 
Plans 
Elevations 
Window project estimate 

 

Administrative discussion 

Minutes: The draft May and June 2021 meeting minutes are included for your review. 

Commission members: Efforts are underway to recruit new members to the Commission. 

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for solar installations: The Secretary of Interior’s Standards 
were recently updated. Visible solar panel installations could be considered appropriate under 
specific circumstances when the panels do not distract from the architecture and character of 
the property. The Standards and examples are included in the packet. 

 


