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STAFF MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date:  January 6, 2022 
     

DATE:  December 29, 2022 
 

TO:   Newtonville Historic District Commission    
   

FROM:   Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner 
     

SUBJECT:  Additional Review Information 
 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Newtonville Historic District Commission (Newtonville 
HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being reviewed and the application process, which may be 
useful in the review and decision-making process of the Newtonville HDC. Additional information may be presented at the 
meeting that the Newtonville HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application. 

 

Dear Newtonville HDC Members, 

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you should have received in 
your meeting packet. 
 
Applications 

 
78 Page Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The circa 1895 Queen Anne style house was first occupied by William H. and Inez E. Rogers who 
lived in the house until 1920. William worked in insurance at 30 Kilby Street in Boston. The family took in boarders. Mrs. 
Sarah P. Hopkins lived in the household for several years, and Mr. and Mrs. Jamie Rogers boarded with them from 1907 
to 1915. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owner wants to replace most of the existing one-over-one double-hung windows with Marvin 
double-hung windows. The windows on the front and sides would be replaced with Marvin Ultimate aluminum clad new 
construction windows. The windows on the back, which is not visible from a public way, would be replaced with Marvin 
Elevate Ultrex fiberglass clad window inserts. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Assessors database map 
Photographs with window program 
Product information 
Trim detail sketches 
MHC Form B 
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Energy & Sustainability in Historic Districts – Presentation and Discussion 

Newton’s Energy Coach, Liora Silkes, will present how the work of the historic districts pairs with Newton’s climate 
action goals. The focus of the presentation will be the modern energy updates that we are seeing more of such as solar 
panels, electric car charging stations, and heat pumps. 
 
The presentation is not yet available and will be sent out separately. 
 
Administrative discussion: 
Solar Panels and Sustainability: The Newtonville Historic District Commission has not yet received any solar panel 
installation applications, but we can expect to start seeing these. This is an opportunity to learn what jurisdiction local 
historic districts have over solar panels and how other local historic districts, in Newton and similar communities, have 
evaluated solar panel installation applications. And to discuss how this commission might review these projects. 

Included in the meeting materials: the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for solar installations, the City of Newton 
Historic Preservation Guidelines for Sustainability and for Roofing (see page 7 for solar), a sample solar panel installation 
application, and an example of panels that an owner in the district is considering. 

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards have shifted in the past year or so, and now allow for visible, but non-obtrusive 
installations. The City of Newton encourages sustainability and minimizing the impact on historic fabric and appearance. 

Minutes: The November draft meeting minutes are included for your review. 

 


