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   REVISED  
   * AGENDA * 

   Date:       November 18, 2021 
             Time:       7:00 p.m.                                                  

            Place:       https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87042799371 or 
+13017158592,,87042799371# 

 

1. 206-208 Concord Street – Local Landmark Nomination (Ward 4) 
Request to nominate this property for designation as a local landmark  
This item has been postponed to the December 23, 2021 hearing 

 
2. 145 Warren Street, LL—Request for Certificate of Appropriateness (Ward 6) 

Request to construct additional residential units in the rear of the site, install 
hardscaping including terraces and driveway 
 

This property was designated as a local landmark at the June 24, 2021, NHC hearing, 
and as such the Law Department has stated that according to the Landmarks 
Ordinance, no building, structure, exterior architectural feature, or landscape shall 
be altered or demolished unless the NHC has first issued a Certificate. Prior to its 
landmarking, this address previously came before the NHC in 2018 for a partial 
demolition application to construct a second living unit onto the rear. The scope also 
included a detached two unit building behind the historic building. The NHC 
unanimously approved an amended design to waive the demolition delay. Those 
plans and decision are included in the packet documents. After the expiration of the 
delay in 2020, a building permit was issued for interior demolition and demolition of 
the rear wall. According to the Law Department, any work that was not completed 
prior to the landmarking of the site, even if a building permit was issued and it is 
already underway, would then need a certificate from the Commission if the scope of 
work triggered review per the Landmark Ordinance. Additionally, the owner, who 
has changed since 2018, is currently seeking to obtain a special permit from the City 
Council. Again, even though a delay was waived in 2018, now that the property is a 
local landmark it comes under a different ordinance, and the proposed work cannot 
be done without the NHC granting a Certificate of Appropriateness, which has not 
been provided and the applicant is asking for at this hearing.  
 
While it appears, the scope is the same, the plans have changed since the NHC last 
reviewed a project at this address in 2018. The plans now show that the rear 
construction only connects to the basement of the historic house, instead of the 
entire rear elevation. In doing this change, the applicant is proposing patio space 
above the basement connection. Additionally, the design itself of the proposed 
additional units has changed including the design of the roofline, fenestration, 
materials, etc. The location and massing appear similar.  
 
3. 31 Greenwood Street, LL – Request for Certificate of Appropriateness (Ward 8) 

Request to remove transom and metal divider above front entry slider and 
install siding to match the house in its place 
 

Plans for the converted barn at this location came under NHC review because this 
site was preserved as an individual Local Landmark when it was subdivided from the 
larger property at 29 Greenwood Street. In 2017, an in-kind replication of the historic 
barn was approved by the Newton Historical Commission, and a Certificate of 
Occupancy was issued earlier this year for the completed project.    The new owner 
wishes to remove the transom and metal divider above the front entry slider facing 
Greenwood Street and install siding to match the house in its place. The installed 
transom was a part of the approved design, which is included in the packet docs, and 
a smaller transom above the entry was evident on the barn prior to any alterations.  

http://www.newtonma.gov/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F87042799371&data=04%7C01%7Cvbirmingham%40newtonma.gov%7C798dc14af9a64dd81aba08d99d6f8a41%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C637713924650569427%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=yImZv8XS3f5A7ttnYeXo7tN3BglFRfzesIIbItkXa2s%3D&reserved=0


 
The application also included the removal of black paint on the back side of a side 
window. Staff has issued a Certificate of Non-Applicability for this as the applicant is 
planning to reinstall the window once the paint is removed, and no exterior features 
are being impacted.  

 
4. 27 Cross Street– Demolition Review (Ward 3) 
Request to demolish house and detached garage 

 
The wood frame house was constructed c. 1884 by the Estes family. Charles G. Estes, originally from Maine, 
owned the land as far back as 1874, and resided in a house next door. Estes appeared to hold a number of 
jobs throughout the mid to late 19th century including butcher, provisions dealer and carpenter. The house 
first appears in its current location on the 1886 atlas belonging to the Estes family. Charles died in 1893, and 
the property was transferred to his widow, Mary Estes. By 1907 the property was owned by Edmund T. 
Wiswall, a milk dealer turned real estate businessman, who also owned nearby #40 and 41-43 Cross Street, 
and 24-26 Wiswall St. Ownership continued to change fairly often as in 1917, H.W. Bennet is listed as the 
property owner, and in 1929 the atlas shows Robert S. Jigger.  

 
Permitted by Jigger, the single car prefabricated garage was constructed in 1930 and manufactured by 
Brooks Skinner Co. Located in Quincy, the company was very popular in the area and in 1923, claimed to 
“produce a complete building every 55 minutes in the factory.” A survey provided for the 1930 garage 
permit, showed what appeared to be a full width front porch on the house, which extended partially down 
the right side. By 1983, the porch had been removed or vastly altered and replaced with a smaller porch 
which was removed some point in the last couple of years, if not more recently.  While the area retains a 
collection of late 19th century houses, this house has lost many contributing features and staff recommends 
not preferably preserving the house and detached garage.  
 
5. 1-21 Lincoln Street, NR – Partial Demolition (Ward 6) 

Request to replace slate roof with composite slate roof  
 

Known historically as the Steven’s Building, the address is included in the Newton Highlands National Register 
Historic District as a contributing structure. The area form states that “It is one of Newton’s most intact 
village commercial centers and is thus a significant illustration of both the city’s rapid 20th century growth 
and the expanded services offered by the village centers.” 
 
According to the building’s survey form on file with the state, the prominently situated building was first 
owned by Elizabeth Stevens and was built in 1888 on an older foundation. Mrs. Stevens commissioned a local 
architect, Herbert Moseley, to design and supervise its construction. Moseley designed churches in Needham 
and Harvard Square, as well as several private residences in the area. Though it is seen alterations over the 
decades, the large Romanesque brick building retains elements such as its focal center gable with intricate 
detailing surrounding the words “Stevens Building” as well as its detailed eaves with stepped brick corbel and 
dentils, and brick pilasters.  
 
Staff recommends preferably preserving the building for architectural integrity and as a contributing 
structure to the Newton Highlands National Register Historic District. In the event the NHC preferably 
preserves the building, the owner will present plans to remove its slate roof in its entirety and replace it with 
a DaVinci composite slate roof. The applicant has provided the address of 54 Brush Hill Road as an example 
of a house in the city with a DaVinci composite slate roof.  
 



 

 
54 Brush Hill Road with its DaVinci composite slate roof 

 
6. 131 Danehill Road – Demolition Review (Ward 8) 

Request to demolish house  
 

The house was permitted for construction in 1935 for $8500. The owner, architect and builder are all listed as 
D & V Realty Trust, which was the Davis & Vaughan Realty Trust. The architect on the original plans themself 
is E.C. Davis, presumably Earl Cummings Davis. In addition to this property, Davis & Vaughan Realty Trust 
appeared to have subdivided and developed parts of the surrounding area, known at the time as Newton 
Countryside, and had an office within the area at 237 Dedham Street. According to an early brochure for the 
new development, “No two homes shall be built alike, and all must accede to the high character of the 
development.” This brochure, provided by an abutter, is included in the packet documents.  
 
20 Bound Brook Road, also part of the Davis & Vaughan Realty Trust development, was recently deemed 
preferably preserved by the NHC in May of this year. According to the staff memorandum for that item, 
completed by Katy Hax Holmes, “The eponymous firm was named for Earl C. Davis and Victor H. Vaughan, 
the latter of whom lived at 69 Commonwealth Park in Newton in a house designed by the two. Vaughan 
owned several lots in the Day Street area, which were also developed by them.” Davis, formerly of Nashua, 
New Hampshire, is listed as an architect living on Jane Road on the 1930 and 1940 census. Vaughan was 
Davis’ brother-in-law, and the two were apparently close as Vaughan was Davis’ bestman at his 1927 
wedding. Davis designed many of the homes in the new subdivision and any outside plans needed approval 
from the pair. 
 
No building permits besides its initial construction were located in the ISD file, and today the house still 
reflects many elements of its original Tudor Revival design, including its steeply pitched cross gabled slate 
roof, half timbering detailing, and combination of siding materials. Additionally, the round arched brick entry 
way and mix of double hung and diamond-shaped windows have been retained. Staff recommends 
preferably preserving the building for architectural integrity and as part of an intact cohesive area developed 
by the same company.  
 



 
Page from an early brochure for the development 

 
7. 249 Upland Road – Demolition Review (Ward 2) 

Request to demolish detached garage 
 

The fieldstone garage was constructed between 1895 and 1907 with the matching carriage house (22 
Oakwood Road) and house (47 Kirkstall Road), on an estate belonging to James L. Richards. Both the carriage 
house and house are listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Richards made his fortune in the 
tobacco business, but was known in the Boston business community, at one time serving on the boards of 
thirty-three separate companies at the same time.  According to the forms on file with the state, Samuel J. 
Brown is the presumed architect of the buildings. The reason for this assumption is that Richards, who was 
president of the Norumbega Park Company, commissioned Brown to design the buildings at the Auburndale 
park, and is thought to have likely later engaged Brown to design his own estate.  
 
In 1955 the property was subdivided. The carriage house was converted to a residence and the garage 
became part of the land associated with the newly constructed house at 249 Upland Road. While the 
application also included the 1955 house, staff and the chair deemed the house not historically significant, 
and the Commission is only determining whether the garage should be preferably preserved. The garage has 
retained its notable material, including its matching side chimney, as well as parts of its diamond pane 
windows, also evident on the nearby carriage house. Staff recommends preferably preserving the garage for 
architectural integrity and direct association with two buildings listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places.   
 



 

 1907 Atlas – the garage is circled 
 

 22 Oakwood Road 
 

 
47 Kirkstall Road 

 
8. 68 Hartford Street, NR – Waiver Request (Ward 6) 

 Request to waive demo delay 
 

A representative for this property will return to the Commission with revised plans for two story additions on 
either side to the preferably preserved house. The property was preferably preserved on September 2, 2021. 

 
At the September 2, 2021, NHC hearing, staff reported that Located in the Newton Highlands National 
Register Historic District (NRHD), the dwelling at 68 Hartford Street was constructed c. 1876. The survey form 
for the area notes that the area was laid out in 1870 as a direct response to the availability of suburban rail 
service and represents the earliest suburban development in Newton Highlands. This dwelling was one of the 
earliest to be constructed on the street, as over half of the residences in the NRHD were built between 1886-
1906 after the upgrading of the Boston and Albany Railroad Highland Branch, and its extension to Riverside.  



 
The individual survey form for the property remarks that “the design of this residence is adapted from 
pattern books that depict stone Gothic cottages. Since stone carving was rather expensive, the structure’s 
wood wall surface is clad to look like ashlar. Board and batten adds textural contrast to the gable fields.” A 
picturesque character defining feature is the building’s corner tower with a mansard roof projecting above 
the roofline. The design is attributed to Charles C. Pottle, who according to the survey form, was active in the 
area in the 1870s and 1880s and built the residences at 82 Hyde Street and 284 Lake Avenue.  
 
The first known owner occupants are Ebenezer H Greenwood, and his wife Anna, who is listed as residing in 
the Hartford St house in the 1883 directory. Greenwood’s occupation throughout documents is listed as a 
grocer, a clerk, and a real estate broker. Ebenezer died in 1905 of pneumonia, however Anna continued to 
reside in the dwelling until her death in 1919 and in 1916 had a roof constructed over a rear piazza and 
rented out rooms. The next owner was Nelson Davis, a salesman from Maine, whose widow Lotta resided in 
the dwelling until 1963.   

 
At the hearing, Commission members reviewed the plans and asked about the location and number of garages 
and stated that the drawings did not reflect them correctly. Further, Commission members commented that 
the presented plans did not provide a good idea of the proposal and that the site plan does not show the 
proposal and included elements of the existing structure that are to be demolished. The applicant was asked 
to provide 3-D renderings of the proposal and elevations that could accurately explain the proposal. Concerns 
were raised that the plans just added a box on the back of an ornate structure, and that the house disappeared 
into the proposal.  
 

9. 34 Esty Farm Road – Waiver Request (Ward 8) 
Request to waive demo delay 

 

The owner of this property will present plans for a replacement structure at this location. This property was 
preferably preserved on July 22, 2021, and the minimum four-month waiting period has elapsed. 
 
At the July hearing, staff reported this house was also constructed in 1959 by Sunny Lane Homes of Newton 
and designed by Ralph I. Williams of Wollaston.  Clearly a planned development aesthetic was the overall 
goal for the neighborhood in keeping with the architectural design tenets mentioned in the previous 
narrative.  In 1976 under the ownership of Bernard Gitlin, a rear living-room/bedroom addition and sundeck 
was designed by Stanley Myers of 21 Manet Circle.  Bernard Gitlin, listed in directories as an engineer, lived 
here with his family for decades and well into the 2000s.   

 

10. 197 Nehoiden Road – Waiver Request (Ward 5) 
Request to waive demo delay 

 

The owner of this property will present plans for a replacement structure at this location. This property was 
preferably preserved on April 22, 2021, and the minimum four-month waiting period has elapsed. 
 
At the April hearing, staff reported this English Cottage Revival house was owned and constructed in 1933 by 
Charles Azab of Brookline and designed by C.C. Crowell of Newton.  Christopher Chase Crowell designed at 
least twenty other Colonial Revival Style homes in the 1930s and 40s that were surveyed in Newton, seven of 
which are listed on the State Register, and a few are in the Chestnut Hill LHD.  This house has not been 
surveyed.  Charles Azab sold the property with the house newly constructed in 1935 to Sumner B. 
Woodbridge, a sales manager, and family.  Fourteen years later the property was sold to Magnus I. Smedal, a 
physician, who turned it around a year later and sold it to Garrett Sullivan, another physician.  The Sullivans 
owned the property eleven years before selling it to Bernard Goldston, who worked in shoes, in 1960, and 
who in that year pulled a permit to repair the foundation.  There are no other permits in the ISD file, and 
there appear to have been no additions or updates to the exterior of the house.  Its design appears to be 
original.   

 

11. 36 Chandler Place – Waiver Request (Ward 5) 
 Request to waive demo delay 

 



 

The owner of this property will present plans for a replacement structure at this location. This property was 
preferably preserved on June 24, 2021, and the minimum four-month waiting period has elapsed. 
 
At the June hearing, staff reported this late-19th century house was constructed under the ownership of 
James Shields, a teamster, and was connected to city water in 1894.  He continued to live here until at least 
1927, and by 1929 the house was vacant.  Daniel J. Kerr, who worked as a janitor, and then his wife Winifred, 
continued to live here until at least the 1970s.  Though the windows and siding on this house have been 
replaced, the massing and architectural features of the house have been retained, such as the partial front 
porch, clipped corner, and side bump-out, and there is context for it in the neighborhood of other late 19th 
century homes.  This example does not stand out on its own.   
 

Administratively approved Full Demos for the month of November: 

250 Hartman Rd 10/15/2021 D 

47 Windsor Rd (garage) 10/18/2021 D 

36 Nardell Rd 10/21/2021 D 

229 Bellevue St (garage) 10/27/2021 D 

249 Upland Rd 10/28/2021 D 

60 Manchester St (garage) 11/1/2021 D 

15 Emerald St 11/3/2021 D 
 

 
 
Administrative Discussion: 
         a) Approval of minutes 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The location of this meeting/event is wheelchair accessible and Reasonable Accommodations will be provided to 
persons with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a Reasonable Accommodation, please contact the 
city of Newton’s ADA/Section 504 Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance (2 weeks for ASL 
or CART) of the meeting/event: jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-
796-1089. For the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711. 

mailto:jfairley@newtonma.gov

