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Safety improvements to support existing two-way bike travel
Melrose to Mt Alvernia



The Project

• Support existing 2-way bike 
travel

• Improves safety for all users

• Signage and light paint @ 
intersections

• Standardizes treatment in 
typical intersections

• No parking removal



Recap from 1st Public Info Session, 10/19/20

• 45 attendees, 31 written comments
• General support for project, some neighbor opposition

What We Heard…

• Critical route for cyclists

• Cyclists need to return from “one-way” trip?

• Need to make it safe for cyclists already biking 2-way

• Consistent with Olmstead vision for recreational path for people

• Concern about safety given busy-ness: drivers, runners, dogs, backing up 
vehicles, kids.

• For safety, cyclists should ride with cars on main road. 



Safety

• Organizes movement of cyclists and 
vehicles

• Alerts motorists to presence of 
bicyclists (existing) in both directions

• Notifies bicycles in advance of 
intersection to take proper action



Safety - Shared Streets

• “Shared Street” as referenced in NACTO 
Urban Street Design Guide 

• Shared Streets are spaces where all 
modes of transport are given equal 
priority; pedestrians, cyclists, and other 
local residents share the right-of-way and 
travel together.

• Conditions
• High pedestrian volumes
• Low vehicle volumes
• Slow speeds <25 mph
• 2 way for bikes
• 1 or 2 way for motorists, sometimes 

with  restrictions

• Examples: Binghamton, Boston, 
Cambridge, Cleveland, Montreal, 
Indianapolis, Seattle



The Facts: Motor Vehicle – Bike - Ped Crashes

Newton Police Department Crash & 
Incident Report Data, 1/1/2019 – Present

• Motor Vehicle – Bike 71
• Motor Vehicle – Pedestrian 75
• Bicycle – Pedestrian     0

Boston EMS Traffic Safety Data, 2020

• Motor Vehicle – Bike Traffic Incidents 168
• Pedestrian Traffic Safety Incidents* 440
• Bike-Pedestrian Traffic Incidents  27

*Majority are crossing the street, walking along the street, vehicle 
backing up. 

Source: (Left) Newton Police Department police & incident reports, Michael Bozio,  Criminal Analyst Manager, (Right) Boston EMS 2020 
Cyclist & Pedestrian Report 



Timeline and Next Steps

Public Information Session I, Concept October 19, 2020

Public Information Session II, Design November 4, 2021

Finalize Design Winter, 2022

Traffic Council Approval Winter, 2022

Installation Spring, 2022



Questions/Comments?
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