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Valerie Birmingham

From: Bill & Sue <dickinson@bill-sue.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 27, 2021 9:00 PM
To: Valerie Birmingham; Ruthanne Fuller
Cc: Stephen Farrell
Subject: Gershom Hyde House

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ] 
 
Dear NHC Members and Mayor Fuller: 
 
We’ve been thinking a lot about how Newton got to the place we are in today ‐ what to do about 29 Greenwood now 
that the 1744 house has been demolished. 
 
For over 275 years, that home was passed from one family to the next and then again to another until it was purchased 
by Mr. Gupta, not a homeowner but a developer.  All that care, love  and concern over decades ends with a decision, not 
a mere mistake, to destroy the home. 
It can not be replaced ‐ it is gone.  Money can not always make everything right. 
 
We ask that the City of Newton makes it clear to Mr. Gupta and any other developer or homeowner who would act in 
such a manner that the cost will be high.    We ask that you prevent Mr. Gupta from building anything on the property, 
work with the neighboring community to come up with an appropriate use (perhaps a large pollinator garden) and to 
make this a clear statement to others that we will not tolerate such a disregard for process. 
 
Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of this issue.  We look forward to a good resolution at tomorrow’s meeting. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Bill and Sue Dickinson 
93 Waban Park 
Newton, MA 02458 
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Valerie Birmingham

From: Andrea Nadai <anadai98@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 27, 2021 5:46 PM
To: Valerie Birmingham
Cc: Stephen Farrell
Subject: 29 Greenwood St

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ] 

Dear Commissioners: 
 It is my understanding that at the October 28 NHC hearing, the developer who destroyed the Landmark 
Gershom Hyde House at 29 Greenwood has requested that you review his plans to REMEDIATE his violation 
because he cannot RESTORE the house.  I request that you vote to DENY his request to build this REPLICA. 
  
I agree with the letter of October 18, 2021 that the Commission received signed by seven (7) distinguished 
Newton Lawyers which clearly outlines your authority and concludes: 
 
“Mr. Gupta must not be granted authority to rebuild that which he has illegally destroyed. To allow 
otherwise, would be to gut the language and intent of the Newton Landmarks Ordinance. His conduct in 
demolishing the 1744 Gershom Hyde house was clearly illegal and this Commission should not allow him 
to rebuild a replica and profit from his misconduct. Allowing this developer to flagrantly violate the 
Landmarks Ordinance and then be allowed to build a new “replica” house would create a dangerous 
precedent to other unscrupulous developers to demolish other Newton Landmarks.” 
 
Respectfully,  
Andrea Nadai 
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Valerie Birmingham

From: Andrew Goldstein <akglaw2@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 27, 2021 7:37 PM
To: Valerie Birmingham; Ruthanne Fuller
Cc: Stephen Farrell
Subject: 29 Greenwood

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ] 

Dear Commissioners: 
  
It is my understanding that at the October 28 NHC hearing, the developer who destroyed the 
Landmark Gershom Hyde House at 29 Greenwood has requested that you review his plans to 
REMEDIATE his violation because he cannot RESTORE the house.  I request that you vote to 
DENY his request to build a REPLICA. 
  
I agree with the letter of October 18, 2021 that the Commission received signed by seven (7) 
distinguished Newton Lawyers which clearly outlines your authority and concludes: 
 

“Mr. Gupta must not be granted authority to rebuild that which he has illegally destroyed. To 
allow otherwise, would be to gut the language and intent of the Newton Landmarks Ordinance. 
His conduct in demolishing the 1744 Gershom Hyde house was clearly illegal and this 
Commission should not allow him to rebuild a replica and profit from his misconduct. Allowing 
this developer to flagrantly violate the Landmarks Ordinance and then be allowed to build a new 
“replica” house would create a dangerous precedent to other unscrupulous developers to 
demolish other Newton Landmarks.” 
 
 

Drew Goldstein 
Law Office of Andrew Goldstein 
16 Hartman Road 
Newton, MA 02459-3060 
Phone:  617-448-5137 
akglaw2@gmail.com 
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Valerie Birmingham

From: Maria Rhomberg <Mariarho@outlook.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 27, 2021 8:06 PM
To: Valerie Birmingham
Cc: scf7462@gmail.com
Subject: October 28 NHC 

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ] 

Dear Commissioners: 
  
It is my understanding that at the October 28 NHC hearing, the developer who destroyed the Landmark 
Gershom Hyde House at 29 Greenwood has requested that you review his plans to REMEDIATE his violation 
because he cannot RESTORE the house.  I request that you vote to DENY his request to build a REPLICA. 
  
I agree with the letter of October 18, 2021 that the Commission received signed by seven (7) distinguished 
Newton Lawyers which clearly outlines your authority and concludes: 
“Mr. Gupta must not be granted authority to rebuild that which he has illegally destroyed. To allow 
otherwise, would be to gut the language and intent of the Newton Landmarks Ordinance. His conduct in 
demolishing the 1744 Gershom Hyde house was clearly illegal and this Commission should not allow him 
to rebuild a replica and profit from his misconduct. Allowing this developer to flagrantly violate the 
Landmarks Ordinance and then be allowed to build a new “replica” house would create a dangerous 
precedent to other unscrupulous developers to demolish other Newton Landmarks.” 
 
 

Maria Rhomberg 
11 Newbury Terrace 
Newton 02459 
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Valerie Birmingham

From: Janice Byrd <janbyrd@comcast.net>
Sent: Wednesday, October 27, 2021 8:13 PM
To: Valerie Birmingham; Ruthanne Fuller
Cc: scft462@gmail.com
Subject: Newton Landmarks ordinance

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ] 

Dear Commissioners: 
  
It is my understanding that at the October 28 NHC hearing, the developer who destroyed the Landmark 
Gershom Hyde House at 29 Greenwood has requested that you review his plans to REMEDIATE his violation 
because he cannot RESTORE the house.  I request that you vote to DENY his request to build a REPLICA. 
  
I agree with the letter of October 18, 2021 that the Commission received signed by seven (7) distinguished 
Newton Lawyers which clearly outlines your authority and concludes: 
“Mr. Gupta must not be granted authority to rebuild that which he has illegally destroyed. To allow 
otherwise, would be to gut the language and intent of the Newton Landmarks Ordinance. His conduct in 
demolishing the 1744 Gershom Hyde house was clearly illegal and this Commission should not allow him 
to rebuild a replica and profit from his misconduct. Allowing this developer to flagrantly violate the 
Landmarks Ordinance and then be allowed to build a new “replica” house would create a dangerous 
precedent to other unscrupulous developers to demolish other Newton Landmarks.” 
Dear Mayor Fuller: 
I respectfully yet strongly request you immediately and publicly give the City’s full and unequivocal 
commitment that it will support any denial by the Newton Historical Commission against any and all 
actions taken by the developer to challenge the NHC’s decision. 
Thank you, 
Janice Byrd 
190 Chestnut Hill Rd. 
Chestnut Hill,MA 02467 
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Valerie Birmingham

From: Tracy  Fischer <tracy@tracyfischermediation.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 27, 2021 8:17 PM
To: Ruthanne Fuller; Valerie Birmingham
Cc: Stephen Farrell; Cary Geller
Subject: 29 Greenwood Street

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ] 

Dear Commissioners: 
  
It is my understanding that at the October 28 NHC hearing, the developer who destroyed the Landmark 
Gershom Hyde House at 29 Greenwood has requested that you review his plans to REMEDIATE his violation 
because he cannot RESTORE the house.  I request that you vote to DENY his request to build a REPLICA. 
  
I agree with the letter of October 18, 2021 that the Commission received signed by seven (7) distinguished 
Newton Lawyers which clearly outlines your authority and concludes: 
“Mr. Gupta must not be granted authority to rebuild that which he has illegally destroyed. To allow 
otherwise, would be to gut the language and intent of the Newton Landmarks Ordinance. His conduct in 
demolishing the 1744 Gershom Hyde house was clearly illegal and this Commission should not allow him 
to rebuild a replica and profit from his misconduct. Allowing this developer to flagrantly violate the 
Landmarks Ordinance and then be allowed to build a new “replica” house would create a dangerous 
precedent to other unscrupulous developers to demolish other Newton Landmarks.” 
Dear Mayor Fuller: 
I respectfully yet strongly request you immediately and publicly give the City’s full and unequivocal 
commitment that it will support any denial by the Newton Historical Commission against any and all 
actions taken by the developer to challenge the NHC’s decision. 
Thank you, 
Cary P. Geller 
120 Cynthia Road Newton 
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Valerie Birmingham

From: linda matchan <linda_matchan@hotmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 27, 2021 8:17 PM
To: Valerie Birmingham; Ruthanne Fuller
Cc: Stephen Farrell
Subject: A plea regarding the Gershom Hyde House

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ] 

Dear Commissioners:  
 
It is my understanding that at the Oct. 28 NHC hearing, the developer who destroyed the Landmark 
Gershom Hyde House at 29 Greenwood has requested that you review his plans to REMEDIATE his 
violation because he cannot RESTORE the house. I request that you vote to DENY his request to build a 
REPLICA.  
 
I agree with the letter of Oct. 18, 2021 that the Commission received, signed by seven (7) distinguished 
Newton lawyers which clearly outlines your authority and concludes:  
 
 “Mr. Gupta must not be granted authority to rebuild that which he has illegally destroyed. To allow 
otherwise, would be to gut the language and intent of the Newton Landmarks Ordinance. His conduct in 
demolishing the 1744 Gershom Hyde house was clearly illegal and this Commission should not allow him 
to rebuild a replica and profit from his misconduct. Allowing this developer to flagrantly violate the 
Landmarks Ordinance and then be allowed to build a new “replica” house would create a dangerous 
precedent to other unscrupulous developers to demolish other Newton Landmarks.” 
 
Dear Mayor Fuller: 
I respectfully yet strongly request you immediately and publicly give the City’s full and unequivocal 
commitment that it will support any denial by the Newton Historical Commission against any and all 
actions taken by the developer to challenge the NHC’s decision. 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Linda Matchan 
73 Hartman Road (in close proximity to 29 Greenwood) 
Newton Centre,  MA 02459 
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Valerie Birmingham

From: Janice Byrd <janbyrd@comcast.net>
Sent: Wednesday, October 27, 2021 8:18 PM
To: Valerie Birmingham; Ruthanne Fuller
Cc: Stephen Farrell
Subject: Newton Landmarks Ordinance

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ] 

Dear Commissioners: 
  
It is my understanding that at the October 28 NHC hearing, the developer who destroyed the Landmark 
Gershom Hyde House at 29 Greenwood has requested that you review his plans to REMEDIATE his violation 
because he cannot RESTORE the house.  I request that you vote to DENY his request to build a REPLICA. 
  
I agree with the letter of October 18, 2021 that the Commission received signed by seven (7) distinguished 
Newton Lawyers which clearly outlines your authority and concludes: 
“Mr. Gupta must not be granted authority to rebuild that which he has illegally destroyed. To allow 
otherwise, would be to gut the language and intent of the Newton Landmarks Ordinance. His conduct in 
demolishing the 1744 Gershom Hyde house was clearly illegal and this Commission should not allow him 
to rebuild a replica and profit from his misconduct. Allowing this developer to flagrantly violate the 
Landmarks Ordinance and then be allowed to build a new “replica” house would create a dangerous 
precedent to other unscrupulous developers to demolish other Newton Landmarks.” 
Dear Mayor Fuller: 
I respectfully yet strongly request you immediately and publicly give the City’s full and unequivocal 
commitment that it will support any denial by the Newton Historical Commission against any and all 
actions taken by the developer to challenge the NHC’s decision. 
Thank you, 
Richard Byrd 
190 Chestnut Hill Rd. 
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467 
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Valerie Birmingham

From: Janice Byrd <janbyrd@comcast.net>
Sent: Wednesday, October 27, 2021 8:28 PM
To: Valerie Birmingham; Ruthanne Fuller
Cc: stephen Farrell
Subject: Newton Landmarks Ordinance

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ] 

Dear Commissioners: 
  
It is my understanding that at the October 28 NHC hearing, the developer who destroyed the Landmark 
Gershom Hyde House at 29 Greenwood has requested that you review his plans to REMEDIATE his violation 
because he cannot RESTORE the house.  I request that you vote to DENY his request to build a REPLICA. 
  
I agree with the letter of October 18, 2021 that the Commission received signed by seven (7) distinguished 
Newton Lawyers which clearly outlines your authority and concludes: 
“Mr. Gupta must not be granted authority to rebuild that which he has illegally destroyed. To allow 
otherwise, would be to gut the language and intent of the Newton Landmarks Ordinance. His conduct in 
demolishing the 1744 Gershom Hyde house was clearly illegal and this Commission should not allow him 
to rebuild a replica and profit from his misconduct. Allowing this developer to flagrantly violate the 
Landmarks Ordinance and then be allowed to build a new “replica” house would create a dangerous 
precedent to other unscrupulous developers to demolish other Newton Landmarks.” 
Dear Mayor Fuller: 
I respectfully yet strongly request you immediately and publicly give the City’s full and unequivocal 
commitment that it will support any denial by the Newton Historical Commission against any and all 
actions taken by the developer to challenge the NHC’s decision. 
Thank you, 
Lucy Byrd 
190 Chestnut Hill Rd. 
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467 
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Valerie Birmingham

From: Jared Shwartz <jaredshwartz@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 27, 2021 8:51 PM
To: Ruthanne Fuller; Valerie Birmingham
Cc: Stephen Farrell
Subject: October 28 NHC Meeting - Gershom Hyde House

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ] 

 
Dear Commissioners: 
  
It is my understanding that at the October 28 NHC hearing, the developer who destroyed the Landmark 
Gershom Hyde House at 29 Greenwood has requested that you review his plans to REMEDIATE his violation 
because he cannot RESTORE the house.  I request that you vote to DENY his request to build a REPLICA. 
  
I agree with the letter of October 18, 2021 that the Commission received signed by seven (7) distinguished 
Newton Lawyers which clearly outlines your authority and concludes: 
“Mr. Gupta must not be granted authority to rebuild that which he has illegally destroyed. To allow 
otherwise, would be to gut the language and intent of the Newton Landmarks Ordinance. His conduct in 
demolishing the 1744 Gershom Hyde house was clearly illegal and this Commission should not allow him 
to rebuild a replica and profit from his misconduct. Allowing this developer to flagrantly violate the 
Landmarks Ordinance and then be allowed to build a new “replica” house would create a dangerous 
precedent to other unscrupulous developers to demolish other Newton Landmarks.” 
 
Dear Mayor Fuller: 
I respectfully yet strongly request you immediately and publicly give the City’s full and unequivocal 
commitment that it will support any denial by the Newton Historical Commission against any and all 
actions taken by the developer to challenge the NHC’s decision. 
 
Thank you, 
Jared Shwartz 
5 Cynthia Road 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Valerie Birmingham

From: Cheryl Forte <fortecheryl@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 27, 2021 8:53 PM
To: Valerie Birmingham
Subject: Gershom Hyde House at 29 Greenwood St.

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ] 

Dear Commissioners: 
  
 It is my understanding that at the October 28 NHC hearing, the developer who destroyed the landmarked 
Gershom Hyde House at 29 Greenwood has requested that you review his plans to remediate his violation 
because he cannot restore the house.  I request that you vote to deny his request to build a replica. 
  
I agree with the letter sent by seven distinguished lawyers to the Commission on October 18, 2021, which 
clearly outlines your authority and concludes: 
  

“Mr. Gupta must not be granted authority to rebuild that which he has illegally destroyed. To 
allow otherwise, would be to gut the language and intent of the Newton Landmarks 
Ordinance. His conduct in demolishing the 1744 Gershom Hyde house was clearly illegal and 
this Commission should not allow him to rebuild a replica and profit from his misconduct. 
Allowing this developer to flagrantly violate the Landmarks Ordinance and then be allowed to 
build a new “replica” house would create a dangerous precedent to other unscrupulous 
developers to demolish other Newton Landmarks.” 

  
Sincerely, 
  
Cheryl Forté 
888 Watertown St. 
West Newton, MA 02465 
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Valerie Birmingham

From: Barbara Trachtenberg <btrachtenberg7@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 27, 2021 9:00 PM
To: Valerie Birmingham; Ruthanne Fuller
Cc: Stephen Farrell
Subject: Landmark Gershom Hyde House at 29 Greenwood: Developer's Request to Build a Replica 

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ] 

Dear Commissioners: 
  
It is my understanding that at the October 28 NHC hearing, the developer who destroyed the Landmark 
Gershom Hyde House at 29 Greenwood has requested that you review his plans to REMEDIATE his violation 
because he cannot RESTORE the house.  I request that you vote to DENY his request to build a REPLICA. 
  
I agree with the letter of October 18, 2021 that the Commission received signed by seven (7) distinguished 
Newton Lawyers which clearly outlines your authority and concludes: 
“Mr. Gupta must not be granted authority to rebuild that which he has illegally destroyed. To allow 
otherwise, would be to gut the language and intent of the Newton Landmarks Ordinance. His conduct in 
demolishing the 1744 Gershom Hyde house was clearly illegal and this Commission should not allow him 
to rebuild a replica and profit from his misconduct. Allowing this developer to flagrantly violate the 
Landmarks Ordinance and then be allowed to build a new “replica” house would create a dangerous 
precedent to other unscrupulous developers to demolish other Newton Landmarks.” 
Dear Mayor Fuller: 
I respectfully yet strongly request you immediately and publicly give the City’s full and unequivocal 
commitment that it will support any denial by the Newton Historical Commission against any and all 
actions taken by the developer to challenge the NHC’s decision. 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Barbara Trachtenberg 
 

Barbara Trachtenberg, Ed.D. 

Literacy, Language and Cultural Studies, BU 

49 Dedham Street, Newton, MA 02461 

M.A. Counseling Psychology, Antioch New England 

M.Ed. Special Education & English, Keene State College 

A.B. Comparative Literature, Temple University 

617‐527‐1630 
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Valerie Birmingham

From: Goldstein, Jill <jill_goldstein@hms.harvard.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, October 27, 2021 10:10 PM
To: Ruthanne Fuller; Valerie Birmingham
Subject: Oct 28th hearing

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ] 

Dear Mayor Fuller and Commissioners, 
I understand there will be an NHC hearing tomorrow involving the developer's request to rebuild "a so-
called replica" on the property in which he illegally destroyed the Gershom Hyde House. There are many 
of us in the community that would find this particularly egregious given his flagrant violation of the 
landmark's ordinance. We feel he should not be rewarded for his actions and hope that you too agree. 
Thank you for your serious consideration of this. 
Jill Goldstein 
44 Stony Brae Rd 
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Valerie Birmingham

From: Naomi Myrvaagnes <1941naomi@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 27, 2021 10:25 PM
To: Valerie Birmingham; Ruthanne Fuller
Subject: NHC upcoming 29 Greenwood hearing

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ] 

To the Newton Historical Commission: 
 
It is my understanding that the developer who destroyed the Landmark Gershom Hyde House at 29 Greenwood has 
requested that you review his plans to REMEDIATE his violation at the October 28 NHC hearing, because he cannot 
RESTORE the house.  I request that you vote to DENY his request to build a REPLICA.   
 
I would like to know that the City of Newton will stand up to violators of its regulations and not permit them to profit 
from violations. 
 
To Mayor Fuller: 
 
I hope you will immediately and publicly give the City’s full and unequivocal commitment to support any denial by 
the Newton Historical Commission against any and all actions taken by the developer to challenge the NHC’s 
decision.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Naomi Myrvaagnes 
49 Morseland Ave. 
Newton 02459 
 
--  
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Valerie Birmingham

From: CAROLYN KRAFT <jckraft1@verizon.net>
Sent: Thursday, October 28, 2021 8:37 AM
To: Valerie Birmingham
Subject: Please protect historical homes

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ] 
 
Dear Commission, 
 
Please hold the developer responsible for their actions in demolishing the house at 29 Greenwood Road.  Inasmuch as 
the halting of the construction and 300 dollars a day since last april has been there, this does not mean that he can or 
should continue to build a house that is different than the blueprint of the original house.  Even if they were allowed to 
rebuild the original blueprint, one from the city should hold them accountable by observing each week what they are 
doing. 
 
I live next door to this property, and wish that I had the common sense to call the city when I wondered why they 
covered the entire house in sheets and build additional floors to the original house.  When I heard they said to the city 
that the extra floor and window construction was scaffolding—I realized that they were lying. 
 
This house had beautiful wood floors and perfect fireplaces in perfect condition.  It breaks my heart to think that this 
history is completely utterly demolished.  What will it take for the city to wake up and do diligence and keep developers 
from pillaging. 
 
We can no longer afford nor allow developers from illegally exploiting rules and have the city allow for this! 
 
Thank you! 
 
Carolyn Kraft 
 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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